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Welcome Home

Call for an offer on your home today!
Have a House to Sell?

812.917.2442
SHELLY BUYS HOUSES!

ANY PRICE, ANY LOCATION, ANY CONDITION!
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Welcome Home

Call for an offer on your home today!
Have a House to Sell?

812.917.2442
SHELLY BUYS HOUSES!

ANY PRICE, ANY LOCATION, ANY CONDITION!

SHELLY BUYS HOUSES & APTS!
Job Relo? Too Many Repairs?

Upside Down? Behind on Pymts?
CALL TODAY!
812-917-2442

CLEANING CENTERS

2701 Wabash Avenue
(812) 235-5200

2117 South 3rd Street
(812) 232-8302

6am-10pm
7 Days 
a Week

Come try out 
our NEW 

80 lb. Washers 
at Both 

Locations!

The estimated cost for 
the project is $32,277,500. 
It is to be completed by the 
fall of 2024 or spring of 
2025, according to INDOT. 
The project is funded 
through federal and state 
funds.

The project, according to 
INDOT, will reduce parking 
congestion and remove an 
on-site wastewater treat-
ment plant at the welcome 
center, replacing that by 
extending a sewer line and 
connecting into an existing 
sewer lift station near the 
40 West Mobile Home Park 
on the north side of Nation-
al Avenue, West Terre Haute.

At the new welcome 
center, a sewer lift station 
will be added to the north 
side of the rest area in 
an approximate 11-foot 
by 20-foot area and will 
include a 6-foot diameter 
wet well and sanitary man-
hole.

About 10.5 acres of new 
permanent right-of-way will 

be required on the east side 
of the new welcome center 
to expand the parking lot, 
and six easements will be 
required for installation 
of the new sanitary sewer 
route, according to INDOT.

The total project area 
encompasses 52.5 acres, 
INDOT says.

Statewide, INDOT plans 
call for an investment of 
more than $500 million in 
improvements to 21 rest 
areas and welcome centers 
across Indiana by the end of 
fiscal year 2030.

INDOT currently 
operates 26 rest area or 
welcome center facilities 
on Indiana’s interstate high-
ways in 17 areas across the 
state.

Nine rest area locations 
have facilities on both sides 
of the interstate, and eight 
sites are located on only one 
side of the highway.

INDOT’s rest areas 
and welcome centers have 
parking areas allotted for 
cars, buses, and recreational 
vehicles and more than 
1,400 spaces allocated for 
semitrailers.

When completed, 
INDOT’s improvement 
plan is projected to add 
more than 1,100 additional 
semitrailer parking spaces 
statewide.

Howard Greninger can 
be reached at 812-231-4204 
or howard.greninger@trib-
star.com. Follow on Twitter 
@TribStarHoward.
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College 
is starting the semester with the 
largest spring campus enrollment 
on record, the college announced 
Thursday.

Campus enrollment has sur-
passed 500 for the first time with 
520 students. Additionally, there 
were 28 new campus students, also 

a record, according to a college news 
release.

Woods Online enrollment began 
the spring semester with 72 new 
students, one of the largest online 
starting classes in recent years. Total 
online enrollment for the spring 
semester totaled 330.

The growth of Woods Online was 
partly due to the introduction of the 
paramedic science to bachelor of sci-

ence in nursing program, announced 
in November 2022.

This online program, one of just 
two in the country, will allow stu-
dents with a paramedic license to 
earn a bachelor of science in nursing 
in as little as two years.

“I am pleased to see that the 
growth we have been experiencing 
the last couple of years carried into 
the spring semester as well,” said 

Brennan Randolph, vice president 
for enrollment management and 
institutional technology. “We continue 
to see increased interest in SMWC as 
we add new academic programs and 
athletic teams.”

Also contributing to student inter-
est is the new residence hall offering 
apartment-style living that opened in 
2021, he said.

In fall 2022, SMWC established 
new records for incoming and total 
campus students. Since early 2020, 
17 new academic programs have 
been added to the curriculum.

Also, athletics has increased to 16 
scholarship sports with the addition 
of men’s basketball in 2021-22 and 
sprint football and men’s volleyball 
in 2022-23.

SMWC sees record enrollment for spring semester

The Chamber also announced Wednes-
day that the Terre Haute and Vigo County 
community have been designated an “Indi-
ana Healthy Community” by the Wellness 
Council of Indiana.

Josh Alsip, the Chamber’s community 
engagement director, acknowledged the 
irony of the label, given the overall poor 
health of the city and county. The designa-
tion, rather, doesn’t mean the community is 
healthy now, but signifies its determination 
to improve on the situation.

There is much to improve. The com-
munity’s future relies on that progress. 
Youngsters growing up in an unhealthy 
environment now will either continue that 
struggle here as adults, or follow a health-
ier path to become good family leaders, 
workers, volunteers and neighbors. Terre 
Haute needs the latter. So do most places 
in Indiana beyond the affluent Indianapolis 
rim counties.

Imagine local kids growing up to live 
longer, more prosperous lives. That’s not 
happening now. Hoosiers’ life expectancy 
has been declining since 2010, from 77.5 
years then to 76.5 today, two years shorter 
than the average American. Vigo Countians’ 
average lifespan is just 75.4 years. Residents 
of other counties have even shorter average 
lifetimes. The difference between the Indi-
ana counties with the longest and shortest 
life expectancies is nearly nine years, 
according to the governor’s commission.

“This is clear evidence of the health 
disparities that exist across the state,” the 
commission said in its report.

Folks living on the short-stick side of 
those disparities, like Hauteans, experi-
ence the results. “Our poor health inhibits 
our economic performance, weakens our 
communities and shortens the lives of too 
many Hoosiers,” the report concluded. “This 
commission believes we can and must do 
better.”

The youngest residents of Vigo County 
need that improvement to start immediate-
ly. They’re growing up saddled with the low 

end of several of those health disparities.
No county in Indiana has a greater per-

centage of residents facing limited access 
to healthy foods than Vigo, according to the 
2022 County Health Rankings and Road-
maps compiled annually by the University 
of Wisconsin Population Health Institute. 
Twenty percent of Vigo Countians — 21,560 
people — have low incomes and don’t live 
close to a grocery store, the criteria for that 
calculation.

Vigo County has the highest rate of 
children living in poverty. Twenty-eight per-
cent of local kids live in that situation, the 
Health Rankings show.

The infant mortality is particularly trou-
blesome here. Vigo County ranks sixth-high-
est, with nine deaths among infants under 1 
year old per 1,000 live births.

The childcare cost burden in Vigo Coun-
ty is the state’s fifth heaviest. The average 
household with two children spends 24% of 
its income on childcare.

This community struggles with health 
problems and behaviors among adults, too, 
from the fourth-highest sexually transmitted 
infections rate to a rising premature death 
rate (people who die before age 75). State-
wide, and here, the Governor’s Commission 
also noted rising alcohol- and drug-related 
deaths and suicides, adult and childhood 
obesity rates, high rates of adult and teen 
vaping, and persistent risks from infectious 
diseases like measles, hepatitis, tuberculosis, 
HIV and AIDS, and COVID-19.

Remedies implemented for kids, though, 
can help prevent them from battling those 
adult health problems. And remedies exist. 
Those include increasing the number or 
school nurses, counselors and psychologists; 
school breakfast programs; school and 
preschool health screenings; school-based 
health centers; childhood injury and vio-
lence prevention initiatives; and school fruit 
and vegetable gardens, among others rec-
ommended by the Governor’s Commission 
and the UW Public Health Institute.

Of course, such steps come at a cost. But 
the consequences of allowing a poor health 
atmosphere to persist in a community, or 
state, carry a heavier cost.

Mark Bennett can be reached at 812-
231-4377 or mark.bennett@tribstar.com.
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Anthony Suggs, library experience manager at the Vigo County Public Library, stores the toiletry 
bags filled by students and staff at the Charles Brown African American Cultural Center, on a shelf 
in his office Thursday.

Students and staff at the 
cultural center often see the 
homeless pass by on their 
way downtown, said Valerie 
Craig, the center’s assistant 
director.

Library staff have told 
them how much the hygiene 
items — discreetly distributed 
— are appreciated.

Other students partici-
pated in the stop-and-serve 
project. Marc Porter, an 

Indianapolis freshman, said, 
“I’ve had people in my family 
that sometimes would need 
things like this. It always 
feels good to help somebody 
out who is less fortunate.”

Elijah Hobson, also an 
Indianapolis freshman, said, 
“I feel it’s important to give 
back to our community to 
the less fortunate.”

The week-long Martin 
Luther King Jr. celebration 
continued Thursday night 
with a 7 p.m. presentation 
by Carol Anderson in Tilson 
Auditorium. A reception 

began at 6 p.m. in the Heri-
tage Ballroom.

Anderson, the MLK Cel-
ebration keynote speaker, is 
a bestselling author of the 
books “White Rage;” “One 
Person, No Vote: How Voter 
Suppression is Destroying 
Our Democracy;” and “The 
Second: Race and Guns in a 
Fatally Unequal America.”

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.com 
Follow Sue on Twitter @
TribStarSue
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The largest greenhouse in the world was 
once located in the heart of Terre Haute.

The Vigo County History Center is now 
recognizing and celebrating Davis Gardens 
in a new exhibit. On Saturday the History 
Center, along with donors and family mem-
bers, unveiled this unique exhibit.

“Davis Gardens was a large employer in 
Terre Haute at the time and impressively 
was the largest vegetable-producing green-
house in the world,” said Maria Flowers, 
executive director of the History Center. “It 
is a big deal in Terre Haute history, and we 
felt that story needed to be told.”

The exhibit, created by Vigo County 
History Center Curator Suzy Quick, is a 12’ 
x 9’ greenhouse reproduction designed to 
“ignite the senses of museum visitors.”

This exhibit will be available at the 
History Center during regular operating 
hours. The History Center is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Walking through the greenhouse you 
can hear the birds chirping in the rafters 
overhead and smell the fresh soil,” Quick 
said. “There are even a couple of steam 
whistles that came from Davis Gardens 
for visitors to view and hear what they 
would’ve sounded like all those years ago.

Davis Gardens, located in the northeast 
corner of the intersection of Davis and 
Seventh Street (the property now home to 
Westminster Village), was founded by J.W. 
Davis in 1914. In later years J.W. Davis’s 
daughter married Orlando Keith Owen and 
he took over the business when J.W. Davis 

passed away. Later his son O. Keith Owen 
Jr. took over the business.

Jim, Rodger, and Keith Owen are sons of 
O. Keith Owen Jr. Jim Owen of Terre Haute 
co-hosted the recent reception with his 
brother Rodger and other relatives.

He said the artifacts from his family had 
been stored in boxes by his father and then 
later stored by the brothers. He said the 
family is pleased to have loaded the items 
to the History Center for others to learn 
from and enjoy.

“I’d like to encourage others that have 
artifacts or other things that may be part 
of Vigo County history, contact the History 
Center, share those items with us,” Owen 
said.

The new exhibit will be available at the 
History Center during regular operating 
hours — 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday.

Vigo History Center has new exhibit
Largest greenhouse in world was 

once in heart of Terre Haute
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The Vigo County History Center, 929 Wabash 
Ave., is now recognizing and celebrating Davis 
Gardens, once the world’s largest greenhouse 
and located in Terre Haute.


