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“If your kid reads “New 
Kid” and identifies with the 
bully or the racist person, 
then you’ve not done your 
job as a parent because 
kids, generally speaking you 
know, they empathize and 
they root for the heroes,” 
Craft continued. “So, if you 
can root for blue people and 
green people, you can root 
for Black and brown people.”

Aldon Nielsen, a profes-
sor of American Literature 
at Penn University, said in 
contrast of learning about 
American history through 
the eyes of history books and 
newspaper articles, Black 
literature allows readers to 
experience art made from 
that history.

“We’re asking ourselves, 
not just what experiences 
and perspectives Black 
Americans had about events 
in American life, but how 
have they made sustaining 
wonderful artworks out of 
these things?” Nielsen said. 

“Beloved,” a book by 
Toni Morrison is banned 
from many school libraries. 
Among various happenings 
in the book, a character sepa-
rated from a plantation later 
tries to find the people he 
once had relationships with 
at the plantation. 

“Morrison takes this 
actual fact of history of the 
way people whose lives have 
been disrupted and destroyed 
by slavery and trying to put 
them back together. And she 
put into this beautiful novel, 
which some schools don’t 
want you to read,” Nielsen 
said.

While well-known authors 
like Morrison, Octavia Butler, 
Ernest Gaines have books 
that have been banned in 
schools, they are best selling 
and award winning authors.

“Over and over again, in 
Black writing, you see a kind 
of recognition, a moment 
when the author comes to 
realize in early childhood 
that their race makes a social 
difference,” Nielsen said. 
“You don’t see much of that 
in white writing. But there 
has to come a moment in the 
lives of most white people, 
when they realize that there 
is a racial structure in this 
country and it means some-
thing.”

Black children especially 
often don’t have enough 
positive books that they 
can identify with, Craft said, 
speaking on the importance 
of Black authors.

“If these same people 
(supporting book bans) 
looked at me when I was a 
kid and said ‘Some of these 
books where all they do is 
show African Americans 
as being enslaved or in 
gangs or victims of police, 
that can’t be good for their 
psyche. Let’s make sure that 
they have books that don’t 
make them feel bad.’ But 
nobody ever protected me 
from these books, which is 
why I hated to read books as 
a kid,” Craft explained. “I’m 
like, how many books can 
I read on Harriet Tubman? 
Not that she wasn’t amazing, 
but that’s not someone that I 

necessarily identified with as 
a 12-year-old Black boy from 
Washington Heights.”

But there are many les-
sons that can be taken from 
his books by all races, he 
said.

“It is about respect,” Craft 
explained. “It’s all about tak-
ing the time to get to know 
someone who’s different 
from you.” 

Amid efforts to restrict 
books that include race-relat-
ed themes, several new book 
clubs have launched around 
the country to keep litera-
ture by Black authors in the 
spotlight.

A new book club at the 
Jack Hadley Black History 
Museum in Thomasville, 
Georgia will read its inau-
gural book, Nikole Han-
nah-Jones’s “1619 Project,” 
which stemmed from a 
project published in the New 
York Times in 2019. The 
project follows the history 

of the country from slavery 
and argues that the legacy of 
slavery is still embedded in 
various aspects of life in the 
U.S. today, including in the 
criminal justice system, hous-
ing and education. The book 
has been viewed by some as 
the model for critical race 
theory.

“That book also talks 
about Black resilience, and 
we don’t hear that in school,” 
said Cathy Hadley Wilson, 
programming chair for the 
Jack Hadley Black History 
Museum. “When you can get 
somebody that was enslaved 
like Frederick Douglass to 
be one of the best orators in 
American history under the 
conditions that he was in. 
And he could tell Congress 
this or that and they would 
follow suit, that’s resilience 
and that is something to be 
proud of. There’s many but 
we don’t know them because 
they just make it a blurb in 
the history books. They just 

don’t even, they don’t even 
tell us about our greatness. 
We need to know our capa-
bilities of greatness.”

As the nation observes 
Black History Month in Feb-
ruary — a designation made 
by every U.S. president since 
1976, according to “History 
Channel” — recognizing 
Black authors and their sto-
ries amid efforts to restrict 
such books is among the 
forefront of ways to celebrate 
and learn Black history.

“The incredibly lively 
tradition of limiting Black 
creativity is moves to ban 
books,” Nielsen said. “It’s not 
just discussions of race that 
they’re trying to suppress. 
They’re trying to suppress 
blackness. It’s so important 
for works of literature to cir-
culate so that there can be a 
continued tradition of under-
standing and experience.”

Contact Asia Ashley aash-
ley@cnhinews.com.
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Ways to support 
Black authors

 �Buy books by Black authors. 
Book sales are a way to directly 
impact authors through fi nancial 
support.

 �Review their books. Book 
reviews provide an opportunity to 
provide feedback on the author’s 
work and can help promote the 
author’s work.

 �Share the works of Black 
authors. Telling others about 
Black authors and recommending 
their books increases exposure.

 �Request books by Black 
authors at libraries. Libraries 
offer a less expensive option 
in accessing the author’s work. 
Requesting Black authors helps to 
increase diversity and exposure 
in libraries.

 �Start a book club. A book 
club is the most engaging way to 
support Black authors. Key steps 
in starting a book club include 
fi nding interested members, 
deciding when and where (virtual 
or in-person) to meet, choosing 
a book, and brainstorming 
questions and discussion topics 
for meetups.

 �PEN America’s report on books 
banned in schools and libraries in 
the U.S. can be found at pen.org/
banned-in-the-usa.

Photo from back cover of banned book “The Bluest Eye” 

Author Toni Morrison is one of the most banned Black authors 
in schools and children’s libraries.

Photo taken of a page from “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas

“The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas is among the top 10 most banned books in the U.S. schools. 
The book, from which the photo is extracted, follows a Black girl who witnessed the death of her 
Black friend who is killed by a police offi cer. 
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College will offer events to 
recognize the achievements 
and contributions Black 
Americans have made and 
continue to make to the Unit-
ed States.

The events are sponsored 
by the Office of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion.

On Feb. 8, surgeon and 
Vigo County Coroner Janie 
Myers will speak at 1 p.m. in 
Hayes Auditorium.

Myers is the only fellow-
ship-trained laparoscopic 
general surgeon in Terre 
Haute who is robotically 

trained, according 
to a news release 
from The Woods. 
She has started 
two robotic sur-
gery programs 
and is board-certi-
fied in general surgery.

Myers is a sought-after 
presenter at medical confer-
ences and workshops. “… 
She persists as a steadfast 
trailblazer, who inspires 
women to make stellar 
contributions in medicine,” 
according to SMWC.

On Feb. 15, a virtual 
event, the Racial Wealth and 
Income Gap Workshop, will 

be at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom. It is pre-
sented by Network: 
Advocates for 
Justice Inspired by 
Catholic Sisters.

This is an 
interactive workshop that 
provides data about how 
the nation’s policies con-
tribute to the wealth gap 
between Black and white 
households, according to the 
college. It explains 12 key 
federal policies and practices 
implemented throughout 
U.S. history that led to the 
intentional divestment of 
the Black community and 

provided the institutional 
structure for what many see 
today as systemic racism and 
privilege.

On Feb. 21 at 8 p.m. 
singer, songwriter, rapper, 
pianist and looper Eems will 
perform in the Cecilian Audi-
torium of the Conservatory 
of Music.

Eems has become known 
for his versatile mashups 
and covers. Often playfully 
referred to as the “black 
guy with the ukulele”, Eems 
has used his unique sounds, 
voice and sense of humor 
to take audiences across the 
country by storm.

SMWC celebrates Black History Month

Associated Press • Chicago

The body of a 96-year-
old woman has been found 
inside a freezer in a garage 
behind a northwest Chicago 
apartment building.

Police responded Monday 
afternoon to the building in 
the city’s Portage Park neigh-

borhood after receiving a call 
from a relative who lives in 
another state, the Chicago 
Sun-Times reported Tuesday.

Neighbors said the 
woman and her daughter, 
the building’s landlord, lived 
together in a first-floor apart-
ment.

The dead woman was 

identified by a relative as 
Regina Michalski, according 
to the newspaper.

Diane Michalski, a grand-
daughter of the identified 
woman, told the Sun-Times 
she once lived on the second 
floor of the Portage Park flat 
but hadn’t seen her grand-
mother or aunt for about 20 

years.
“She didn’t deserve to go 

that way,” Diane Michalski 
said.

Police had to force their 
way into the apartment, 
neighbor Hector Yanez told 
WLS-TV.

Police have not said if any 
arrests were made.

Body of 96-year-old woman found in garage freezer

By Aamer Madhani 
and Darlene 
Superville 

Associated Press 
Washington

 Three decades after Bill 
Clinton signed the nation’s 
family and medical leave 
law, he was back at the 
White House on Thursday 
to hold forth on what 
it’s meant to the country, 
unspooling his trademark 
blend of storytelling and 
wonkiness.

The 42nd president, now 
more than two decades out 
of office, seemed a little 
rusty at first, fumbling 
through the papers on the 
lectern to find his remarks. 
But then he found his 
stride and was soon drop-
ping names, citing statistics 
and spinning yarns about 
the families whose lives 
have been affected by the 
law.

“We need more stories,” 
he declared. “Not process. 
Stories.”

Clinton spoke just days 
before Sunday’s 30th anni-
versary of his landmark 
Family and Medical Leave 
Act legislation and made 
the case for Congress to 
get behind President Joe 
Biden’s push to go further 
and get paid leave etched 
into federal law.

The bill Clinton signed 
guaranteed many Amer-
ican workers up to 12 
unpaid weeks off to recov-
er from major illness or 

childbirth or to take care of 
sick family members, one 
of the biggest legislative 
achievements of his eight 
years in office. But Clinton, 
who signed the law just 
two weeks into his presi-
dency, said it was past time 
to go further and give U.S. 
workers paid leave to bond 
with a new child or care for 
their loved ones.

“There are still a lot of 
problems that cannot be 
solved without some form 
of paid leave,” Clinton said.

Clinton paid tribute to 
former Sen. Chris Dodd, 
the Connecticut Demo-
crat who pushed for the 
legislation for years. He 
paraphrased the German 
sociologist Max Weber, who 
called “politics the strong 
and slow boring of hard-
boards” as he expressed 
awe for lawmakers who 
pushed through the legisla-
tion, many of whom attend-
ed Thursday’s event.

Bill Clinton back at 
White House to push 

paid family leave

AP

Former President Bill Clinton 
blows a kiss to someone in 
the audience as he speaks 
as President Joe Biden 
listens during an event in 
the East Room of the White 
House in Washington, 
Thursday.

By Kevin Freking 
and Lisa Mascaro 

Associated Press 
Washington

The Republican-led 
House voted after raucous 
debate Thursday to oust 
Democratic Rep. Ilhan 
Omar from the chamber’s 
Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee, citing her anti-Israel 
comments, in a dramatic 
response to Democrats last 
session booting far-right 
GOP lawmakers over incen-
diary remarks.

House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy was able to 
solidify Republicans to 
take action against the 
Somali-born Muslim in the 
new Congress although 
some GOP lawmakers had 
expressed reservations. 
Removal of lawmakers 
from House committees was 
essentially unprecedented 
until the Democratic ousters 
two years ago of hard-right 
Republican Reps. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene of Georgia 
and Paul Gosar of Arizona.

The 218-211 vote, along 
party lines, came after a 
heated, voices-raised debate 
in which Democrats accused 
the GOP of going after 
Omar based on her race. 
Omar, who has apologized 
for 2019 remarks widely 
seen as antisemitic, defend-
ed herself on the House 
floor, asking if anyone was 
surprised she was being 
targeted. Democratic col-
leagues hugged her during 
the vote.

“My 
voice will 
get louder 
and stron-
ger, and my 
leadership 
will be 
celebrated 
around the 
world, as it 

has been,” Omar said in a 
closing speech.

House Republicans 
focused on six statements 
she has made that “under 
the totality of the circum-
stances, disqualify her from 
serving on the Committee 
of Foreign Affairs,” said Rep. 
Michael Guest of Mississip-
pi, the incoming chairman 
of the House Ethics Com-
mittee.

“All members, both 
Republicans and Democrats 
alike who seek to serve on 
Foreign Affairs, should be 
held to the highest stan-
dard of conduct due to the 
international sensitivity and 
national security concerns 
under the jurisdiction of this 
committee,” Guest said.

Republicans have clashed 
with Omar since she arrived 
in Congress, and former 
President Donald Trump 
frequently taunted her at his 
rallies in ways that appealed 
to his supporters.

The resolution pro-
posed by Rep. Max Miller, 
R-Ohio, a former official in 
the Trump administration, 
declared, “Omar’s comments 
have brought dishonor to 
the House of Representa-
tives.”

House GOP votes to oust 
Democrat Omar from 

major committee

OMAR


