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We Put Local in
Terre Haute Radio!

Learn more about                         by visiting us at
www.dlcmediainc.com

NEED A RIDE?NEED A RIDE?

Getting you where you
need to go safely and on-

time.

CALL: (812) 232-2675 | WWW.THRIVEWESTCENTRAL.COM

Parke, Vermillion & Vigo Counties:
Seniors and disabled persons can
use our transportation service for
trips to:

Nutrition Sites
Adult Day Centers
Government Offices
Vaccine Appointments
Medical Appointments
Grocery Stores
Senior Centers
Banking Facilities

Thrive West Central provides no-
cost (donation-based), year-round
transportation services for
individuals 60+ and disabled
individuals. In addition, our
organization provides rural to city
and city to rural transportation
services for a low-cost fare.
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Tribune-Star staff report

Terry Bowe will be 
promoted to associate vice 
president for diversity, 
equity and inclu-
sion and human 
resources at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods 
College.

College Pres-
ident Dottie 
King made the 
announcement 
Monday.

Bowe was hired 
in 2021 as associ-
ate vice president 
of human resourc-
es. He will replace 
Dee Reed, who 
is to retire this 
month.

Bowe has more 
than 15 years 
of experience in human 
resources and 20 years 
of coaching and teaching 
experience in higher edu-

cation. He also serves as 
the chair of the Diversity 
Council and is a member of 
the Aspire Higher Strategic 

Plan Steering Com-
mittee and is head 
women’s basketball 
coach.

Reed, a 2008 grad-
uate, began her career 
at SMWC in 2010 as 
the executive director 
of college relations, 
now marketing and 
communications. In 
2020, she was pro-
moted to associate 
vice president for 
diversity, equity and 
inclusion, formally 
establishing the Office 
of DEI.

King awarded 
Reed the 2023 Aspire 
Higher Award in rec-

ognition of her service to 
the college, passion for the 
students and leadership in 
building a DEI program.

Terry Bowe selected as 
associate VP for diversity 

and HR at The Woods

BOWE

REED

Tribune-Star staff report

Tyler D. Kearney has 
been named vice president 
and chief business officer 
at Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology.

Rose-Hulman 
President Robert 
A. Coons made 
the announcement 
Wednesday in a 
news release.

Kearney has 
spent the past six 
years as associate 
vice president of 
finance and administration 
at Louisiana State Univer-
sity in Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana. He provided leadership 
for procurement services, 
property management and 
auxiliary services and coor-
dinated system-wide budget 
and financial reporting. He 

also provided support for 
residential life and human 
resources management.

Kearney’s nearly 20-year 
career in higher education 
started at the University 

of Illinois. While at 
Illinois, he earned a 
doctorate in higher 
education, a master’s 
degree in business 
administration, and a 
bachelor’s degree in 
actuarial science and 
finance.

During his pro-
fessional career, Kearney 
has contributed to schol-
arly papers published in 
Research in Higher Educa-
tion, The Journal of Higher 
Education, Economics of 
Education Review, and 
The Journal for Education 
Finance.

Tyler Kearney named 
VP and chief business 
offi cer at Rose-Hulman

KEARNEY

Corrections Policy
The Tribune-Star strives 

to be fair and accurate in 
all phases of journalism. 
We correct errors as soon 
as possible.

Report an error
 � In obituaries — call 

812-231-4343. Email: obit-
uary@tribstar.com.

 � In news stories — 
You may contact the news 
reporter directly (phone 
numbers and email 
addresses are posted at 
the end of an article), or 
Content Editor Mark Fitton 
at 812-231-4333, mark.
fitton@tribstar.com or 
News/Digital Editor Alicia 
Morgan at 812-231-4298, 
alicia.morgan@tribstar.
com.

 � In sports stories 
— You may contact the 
reporter directly, email 
sports@tribstar.com.

 � If you want to make 
a general comment about 
the accuracy or fairness of 
any of our news stories, 

photography, headlines, 
story selections and place-
ment, or editorials, please 
contact Editor Max Jones 
at 812-231-4336, max.
jones@tribstar.com.

Associated Press
Indianapolis

An Indiana agency con-
firmed Tuesday that the 
state’s gasoline tax will go 
up by one cent this summer 
under an annual increase 
that Republican legislators 
voted recently to extend by 
three years.

The inflation-related 
increase for the fuel tax the 
goes toward infrastructure 
projects currently rings in 
at 33 cents a gallon. That 
will go up the maximum 
of a penny to 34 cents a 
gallon on July 1, the Indiana 
Department of Revenue 
said.

That increase has been 
allowed each July since 
2017 when a Republi-
can-sponsored plan boosted 
it to 28 cents from 18 cents. 
The annual increase was set 
to expire in 2024, but it was 
extended until 2027 with 

a little-discussed provision 
included in the state budget 
bill approved by GOP-dom-
inated Legislature in late 
April and signed by Gov. 
Eric Holcomb.

Republicans rebuffed 
calls from Democrats last 

year to suspend state gaso-
line taxes when pump pric-
es jumped after the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. The 
state gas levy also includes 
a 7% sales tax that will 
stand at 20.3 cents a gallon 
during May.

Republican House Ways 
and Means Committee 
Chairman Jeff Thompson 
called extending the annual 
increase a “reasonable” step 
amid rising construction 
costs.

“It was just a com-
promise to look at those 
increased costs,” Thompson 
said during the last day of 
the legislative session 

“Also, as you see the 
amount of collections are 
going down, with better 
mileage and other types of 
vehicles, it’s just to keep 
the revenue kind of where 
it’s at.”

Indiana gas tax increase coming after 
GOP decides to extend annual bump 

 Additional 1 cent 
per gallon goes
to infrastructure 

AP fi le

Rep. Cherrish Pryor, left, talks with Rep. Jeff Thompson at the 
Statehouse in Indianapolis on April 27.

Tribune-Star staff report

A Clay City man accused 
of beating another man in 
Terre Haute with an alumi-
num ball bat and causing his 
death was sentenced Wednes-
day to 40 years in prison on 
manslaughter and robbery 
charges.

Nathan W. Epple, 29, was 
sentenced in Vigo Superior 
Court 5, Judge Matthew 
Sheehan presiding.

Epple had been charged 
with felony murder in the 
death of Jeffrey S. Cottrell as 
the homicide was committed 
during a robbery. He also 
faced a charge of robbery 
resulting in serious bodily 
injury and resisting law 
enforcement.

The charges stemmed 
from a Sept. 27, 2019, inci-
dent in which Cottrell told 

police he was 
beaten on the 
head with a 
bat. He also 
told police his 
cell phone, 
five knives 
and a bag 
were taken 
by a young 
man from his 

home on 14th Street.
Cottrell was able to go 

to the city police station to 
report the incident before he 
was taken to Union Hospital 
for treatment. Cottrell’s con-
dition declined, and he died 
two days later.

In the beating of Cottrell, 
Epple pleaded guilty to vol-
untary manslaughter, a Level 
2 felony, and robbery result-
ing in serious injury, also a 
Level 2 felony, according to 
the Vigo County Prosecutor’s 
Office. He was sentenced to 
30 years in prison on that 
case.

In a separate case, he 
pleaded guilty to two counts 
of armed robbery, a Level 
3 felony, and received a 10 
year sentence.

The two sentences are to 
run consecutively, or back-to-
back, for a total of 40 years.

Epple can request a mod-
ification of his sentence with 
10 years remaining. The state 
may object to any sentence 

modification at that time.
“I would like to express 

our sympathies to the friends 
and family of Jeffrey Cottrell 
for this horrible crime and 
hope that this sentence will 
allow them to move forward 
in their grieving knowing the 
criminal case is closed,” Pros-
ecutor Terry Modesitt said in 
a statement.

“We commend Detective 
Devon Huebner, Sgt. Troy 
Davis (retired) and the other 
members of the Terre Haute 
Police Department involved 
in this investigation for their 
diligent and detailed work 
that allowed us to success-
fully prosecute this case and 
send Mr. Epple to prison for 
a very long time.”

Man gets 40 years for manslaughter,  robbery

EPPLE

Briefly
From Tribune-Star staff reports

PARKE COUNTY
Tree falls on Roseville 
Covered Bridge

A large tree fell on the Roseville 
Covered Bridge north of Rosedale on 
Wednesday morning, causing closure of 
County Road 325 West at that intersec-
tion until further notice.

While the roof and entrance have 
some damage, Parke County Commis-
sioner Jim Meece said it appears no 
structural damage occurred and the 
bridge can be repaired, but it will have 
to be assessed by engineers.

“We don’t know yet how long it 
will be closed,” Meece said. Layne Tree 
Experts has volunteered to remove the 
tree later this week at no charge.

“Then we’ll have to assess the dam-
age to the roof to make sure it is safe to 
drive under.

“It looks like it is but we’ll have to 
see for sure once we get the tree off,” 
Meece said.

Once re-opened, the bridge may have 
to be closed for a short period while 
repairs are made.

Parke County deputies, Lyford Fire 
Department, Parke County Highway 
and Parke County REMC responded to 
the incident Wednesday morning.

It’s the third bridge at this location; 
the second bridge was destroyed by 
arson fire in April 1910.

VIGO COUNTY
Driver hospitalized after 
1-vehicle crash on I-70

A Dennison, Illinois, resident was 
hospitalized after a single-vehicle crash 
Wednesday morning on Interstate 70 in 
Vigo County.

The driver has been identified as 
Richard Harrington, 46, according to 
Indiana State Police. He remained in 
stable condition at Terre Haute Regional 

Hospital on Wednesday evening.
The accident happened just before 

noon around the 1-mile marker in the 
westbound lanes.

The driver was traveling west when, 
for unknown reasons, the Dodge pickup 
left the road and went into the median. 
The vehicle rolled a few times and the 
driver was ejected.

Police said Harrington was admitted 
to Terre Haute Regional Hospital; he was 
not airlifted to an Indianapolis hospital 
as was previously reported.

“ISP encourages all motorists to buck-
le up,” said ISP Sgt. Matt Ames.

CLAY COUNTY
Wildfl ower hike is May 13

The public is invited to join the 
Ouabache Land Conservancy for a spring 
wildflower hike at John O. Whitaker 
Woods Nature Preserve east of Brazil.

The preserve’s namesake, Dr. John 
Whitaker and Carissa Lovett, naturalist at 
John G. Dobbs Memorial Grove Nature 
Center, will lead the hike from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. May 13.

The John O. Whitaker Woods Nature 
Preserve is at 3801 W. County Rd. 950 
N., Brazil, Ind., 47834, with a parking 
area on the east side of the preserve. 
Tick repellent is recommended. This is 
a free program; however, reservations 
are required. Contact Carissa at carissa.
lovett@terrehaute.in.gov or 812-877-
1095 by today.

Submitted photo

A tree has fallen on the Roseville Covered 
Bridge in Parke County.


