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By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

In an emotional speech Thursday 
morning, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods Col-
lege President Dottie King announced 
that she would be resigning her position 

to take a job leading the Independent 
Colleges of Indiana on Aug. 1.

“I will represent the Woods in a dif-
ferent way,” she said. “The Woods just 
became the favorite school of the Inde-
pendent Colleges of Indiana.”

King has been at Saint Mary-of-the-

Woods for 21 years, 13 as president. She 
thanked a number of people, beginning 
with the Sisters of Providence, who 
brought her into the fold in 2002.

She choked up and paused for a few 
seconds before recalling the guidance 
that Sister Ellen Cunningham gave her.

After her speech, King reflected on the 
difficulty her decision to accept the ICI 
job entailed.

“I have been contemplating the deci-
sion for months,” she said. 

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

Indiana State University’s 
board of trustees approved a 
2023-24 budget Thursday that 
includes a 4% salary increase 
pool for full-time employees.

The increase is effective July 
1 for staff and 12-month faculty, 
and Aug. 1 for academic year 
faculty.

“Employees must be in good 
standing and hired before April 
1 of this year,” said to a commu-
nication to the ISU community.

Asked if the increases are 
across-the-board, 
Diann McKee, 
senior vice pres-
ident for finance 
and administra-
tion, indicated 
“we are working 
through those 
details.”

The pay 
increase was included in the 
2023-24 general fund budget 
approved by the board of trust-
ees. The $164.7 million budget 
takes effect July 1.

That is a decline from this 
year’s $173.6 million.

A general fund budget sum-
mary projects that student tui-
tion revenue will be down $9.3 
million; for 2022-23, it was $75.7 
million and for next year it’s 
projected at $66.3 million.

ISU says in that summary 
“this decrease is inclusive of a 
2.75% increase in tuition for 
undergraduate and graduate 
students, an ($11.7 million) 
adjustment for actual FY23 and 
projected FY 24 enrollment 
declines, and other miscella-
neous adjustments.”

By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

At the second annual County Update 
with the Vigo County Commissioners, 
Mark Clinkenbeard recalled that a 
woman recently accused him of “toxic 
positivity.”

“If that’s the worst thing I’m accused 
of, that’s pretty good,” he added.

Positivity was the theme of the day 
at Thursday’s update at the Terre Haute 

Convention Center, an event hosted by 
the Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce.

Clinkenbeard appeared with Chris 
Switzer and Mike Morris in a discussion 
moderated by Josh Alsip, the chamber’s 
director of community engagement.

The commissioners said their big-
gest goal is to halt declines in both the 
population and the per capita personal 
income.

Clinkenbeard said that the way to 

do so is to lure better 
jobs to the area and to 
enhance quality-of-life 
projects, adding that 
housing opportunities 
are the biggest chal-
lenge.

The county hopes 
to use $5 million in 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding to offer enticements to nearby 
construction companies to build homes 
costing in the $250,000 range.

BERLIN
EXPRESS
The World War II B-25 bomber, top, known as 
Berlin Express takes off from a runway at the 
Terre Haute Regional Airport on Thursday. Above 
left, Hayden Ragsdale, 10, of Charleston, S.C., 
gets a closer look at the machine gunner’s seat. 
Above right, Bill Hooten and Terry Tucker, right, 
circulate the oil in one of the engines with help 
from Hoosier Aviation’s Noah Swany and Ethan 
Sandoval. Right, Robbie Nichols of Birmingham, 
Alabama, points out some of the features on the 
Berlin Express to Ragsdale. The aircraft will be at 
the airport through Sunday. To learn more visit   
https://www.eaa.org/fl ights/fl ytheb25.aspx
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King steps down as president at The Woods
She served the college 21 years in total, implemented transformational coed decision in 2015

KING
Turn to KING, A4

Housing is big on Vigo County agenda
Offi cials also cite tourism, governmental cooperation

Submitted photo

Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce Director of Community 
Engagement Josh Alsip, standing, moderates a County Update 
panel discussion. Seated, from left to right, are Vigo County 
commissioners Mike Morris, Chris Switzer and Mark Clinken-
beard.

Online
 �See the 

Power Point 
presentation from 
the Vigo County 
commissioners 
with this story at 
tribstar.com.
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ISU trustees 
OK salary 

pool increase 
for employees
Board OKs $164.7M 
budget, down nearly 
$9M from last year’s

MCKEE
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The university says the 2023-24 
budget is based on a projected overall 
enrollment headcount of 8,222 students.

“This is a conservative number used 
for budget purposes only,” according to 
ISU.

The university’s actual fall 2022 
enrollment was 8,658 students.

The 2023-24 budget recommends 
student scholarship funding of more 
than $16 million and includes a nearly 
3% increase in undergraduate scholar-
ships compared to last year.

Tuition increases
Trustees also approved tuition 

increases for the 2023-24 and 2024-25 
academic years.

During the first year, tuition at 

ISU will be $9,992, an 
increase of $130 per 
semester. In 2024-25, 
tuition will be $10,258, 
an increase of $133 per 
semester.

Tuition is increasing 
2.75% each of the next 
two years.

The increases are 
necessary to maintain academic quality, 
meet ongoing operational expenses and 
to fund scholarships and fee remissions, 
McKee has stated.

‘Community engagement’
Also during the meeting, Board of 

Trustees President Kathy Cabello made 
the following statement:

“The board of trustees recogniz-
es and acknowledges the concerns 
expressed by the Terre Haute and 
Wabash Valley community and ISU 

friends and alumni. We 
are working with the 
president to create great-
er engagement with the 
community.”

President Deborah 
Curtis and her admin-
istration have faced 
some criticism in recent 
weeks, including from 

elected officials, for what has been 
described as a “disconnect” with the 
Terre Haute community.

ISU’s decision not to host an NCAA 
Super Regionals baseball tournament — 
due to a prior commitment with Indiana 
Special Olympics — drew some heated 
criticism.

Sue Loughlin can be reached at 812-
231-4235 or at sue.loughlin@tribstar.
com Follow Sue on Twitter @TribStar-
Sue
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Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College 
President Dottie 
King displays a 
tissue that she 
would require 
while giving her 
speech announc-
ing her resig-
nation from the 
position.

David Kronke/
Tribune-Star

She said that the energy 
and time required to serve 
as a college president didn’t 
allow her to spend much 
time with her grandchil-
dren. 

“It was extremely emo-
tional, including over the 
weekend,” King added. “It 
wasn’t like once I made the 
decision, the emotion left. 
It feels like tearing myself 
away from something that 
I love.”

One of King’s largest 
accomplishments was 
transforming the college 
into a coed school in 2015. 
Since then, enrollment has 
expanded by 30%.

“That coed decision and 
other decisions were all 
part of my thought process, 
which is always, ‘If it’s not 
working, it’s not working,’” 
she explained. “No matter 
what we did, we were not 
getting enough enrollment. 
I would look backward 40 
years and see that better 
people than I had tried 
and it’s not working, and I 
began my own study.”

King added, “Nobody 
really knew I was doing 
that, but I was studying — 
what happened to other 
colleges, what made it 
work, where was it work-
ing, where was it not work-
ing, and when I became 
convinced, I led the board 
through a yearlong discus-
sion.”

Failure was not an 
option, she said.

“Once I become con-
vinced, the fear of not 
[going coed was] greater 
than the fear of doing it,” 
said King. “Once I become 
convinced, not doing it is 
accepting failure.”

The decision was made 
to improve one aspect of 

the school, but also contrib-
uted to others, as well.

“Clearly, we made that 
decision for financial rea-
sons, but now, I believe it’s 
providence’s plan — men 
were always our next mis-
sion,” King said. “I see the 
young men who are finding 
themselves here, and think 
this is the perfect place for 
them. … I can see what 
we’re doing to make them 
successful.”

“That is no small 
achievement in this busi-
ness,” said King’s colleague 
Brennan Randolph of the 
growth in enrollment. “Her 
leadership has been instru-
mental in achieving that.”

Randolph was named 
interim president while a 
permanent replacement is 
sought. For eight years, he 
has been vice president of 
enrollment management 
and institutional technology.

King’s decision “was 
both understandable and 
maybe shocking at the 
same time,” Randolph said. 
“Big shoes to fill, for sure.”

Board Chair Alice Shel-
ton promised “an inclusive 
and transparent search 
process.”

In her new job, King will 
retain her home in Terre 
Haute and travel to ICI’s 
office in Indianapolis three 
days a week. She will also 
travel to the 29 private col-
leges ICI represents, from 
South Bend to Evansville.

She will still visit the 
campus and attend many 
athletic events to lend her 
voice in cheering on the 
Pomeroys.

“I might even try to boss 
people around,” King added 
with a laugh.

King was given a round 
of applause Thursday after-
noon at the second annual 
County Update with the 
Vigo County Commission-
ers at the Terre Haute Con-
vention Center.

King
Continued from A1

“We need 200, 300 homes 
pretty quick,” Switzer said.

Switzer added that the 
county is using $2 million 
in ARPA money to “replace 
culverts that haven’t been 
replaced since the 1800s.”

The county will also 
repave 44 of the 830 miles 
of roads it’s responsible for, 
though the cost to repave 
a single mile has recently 
jumped to $100,000.

Tourism
Commissioners were bull-

ish on local tourism. Morris 
noted that the Mill amphithe-
ater has expanded regional 
tourism with its concert line-
up, drawing many from the 
surrounding area.

Switzer said that the con-
vention center has brought 
visitors downtown, and the 
county should find ways to 
lure them to other parts of 
the city.

“We want people looking 
around at what else we have 
to offer,” he said.

Next year’s April 8 lunar 
eclipse, Switzer added, could 
represent the biggest tourism 
event in local history, and 
expects the influx of visitors 
to continue to expand.

Likewise, the Terre Haute 
Resort Casino is anticipated 
to contribute to the boon in 

tourism.
Switzer 

noted that 
smart lobbying 
has changed 
the opinions 
of those in the 
Indiana State-
house in Terre 
Haute’s favor.

“Now, we have to reach 
the naysayers in Terre Haute 
with a negative attitude 
toward change,” he said, 
adding that that has been 
happening slowly.

Good city-county 
vibe

Switzer also expressed 
enthusiasm of the fruitful 
collaboration of city and 
county.

“We’re on a roll,” he said 
in an interview. “The mayor 
and I joke around quite a bit 

that we’re in constant com-
munication every day, and 
we really are.

“I would put our relation-
ship against any community 
in the state with how well 
the mayor and the county 
commissioners work and 
you usually don’t see rela-
tionships like that,” Switzer 
added.

“The leadership through-
out the community is firing 
on all cylinders. It’s an 
exciting time to be in Terre 
Haute.”

Among those attending 
were Terre Haute Mayor 
Duke Bennett, state Sen. Jon 
Ford, state Rep. Tonya Pfaff 
and the new superintendent 
of the Vigo County School 
Corporation, Chris Himsel.

David Kronke can be 
reached at 812-231-4232 or 
at david.kronke@tribstar.
com.
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By Maddie Burakoff
Associated Press • New York

Confidence in the scien-
tific community declined 
among U.S. adults in 2022, a 
major survey shows, driven 
by a partisan divide in views 
of both science and medicine 
that emerged during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Overall, 39% of U.S. 
adults said they had “a great 
deal of confidence” in the 
scientific community, down 
from 48% in 2018 and 
2021. That’s according to 
the General Social Survey, a 
long-running poll conducted 
by NORC at the University of 
Chicago that has monitored 
Americans’ opinions on key 
topics since 1972.

An additional 48% of 
adults in the latest survey 
reported “only some” confi-
dence, while 13% reported 
“hardly any,” according to 
an analysis of the survey by 
The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research.

The survey showed low 
confidence levels among 
Republicans as partisan gaps 
that emerged during the pan-
demic era have stuck around, 
said Jennifer Benz, the cen-
ter’s deputy director.

“It doesn’t look all that 
dramatic when you just look 
at the trends for the overall 
public,” Benz said. “But when 
you dig into that by people’s 
political affiliations, there’s 
a really stark downturn and 
polarization.”

Between surveys in 2018 
and 2021, as the pandemic 
took hold, the major parties’ 
trust levels headed in oppo-
site directions. Democrats 
reported a growing level 
of confidence in science in 
2021 — perhaps as a “rallying 
effect” around things like 
COVID-19 vaccines and pre-
vention measures, Benz said. 
At the same time, Republi-
cans saw their confidence 
start to plummet.

In the 2022 survey, Dem-
ocrats’ confidence fell back to 
around pre-pandemic levels, 
with 53% reporting a great 
deal of confidence compared 
with 55% in 2018. But 
Republicans’ confidence con-
tinued its downward trend, 
dropping to 22% from 45% 
in 2018. Confidence in med-
icine has also grown more 
polarized since 2018. That 
year, Democrats and Repub-

licans were about equally 
likely to say they had high 
confidence. By 2022, though, 
Republicans’ confidence had 
fallen to 26%, while Dem-
ocrats’ has remained about 
the same as it was before the 
pandemic, at 42%.

Overall, 34% of Ameri-
cans reported a great deal 
of confidence in medicine in 
2022, compared with 39% 
before the pandemic.

Generally, scientists have 
had a high level of trust com-
pared to other groups in the 
U.S., said John Besley, who 
studies public opinion about 
science at Michigan State 
University. And even with 
the latest declines, confidence 
in science is still higher than 
many other institutions, he 
pointed out.

But the split between 
political parties is a cause for 
concern, experts said.

“You can definitely see the 
impact here of people taking 
cues from their political lead-
ers,” Benz said.

For Sudip Parikh, CEO of 
the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, 
the drops were “disappoint-
ing but not surprising.” He 
sees them as part of an 
“overall pulling apart of our 
communities” and a loss of 
trust in many institutions.

The latest survey found 
that distrust has grown for 
some other groups, too. 
According to the 2022 survey, 
confidence in the Supreme 
Court has plunged to its low-
est level in at least 50 years. 
Americans also reported 
lower levels of trust in educa-
tion, the press, major compa-
nies and organized religion.

Besley said that scientists 
should communicate about 
their motives to help show 
that they are trustworthy: 
“Not only do we have some 
expertise, but that also we’re 
using that expertise to try to 
make the world better,” he 
said.

Parikh thought the stakes 
are high for rebuilding trust 
in science — and doing so 
across political lines.

“Science must be bipar-
tisan,” he said. “The causes 
of Alzheimer’s are the same 
whether you’re a Republican 
or a Democrat. The fusion 
that goes on in the sun is 
the same whether you live 
in Topeka or you live in San 
Francisco.”

Confi dence in science fell in 2022 while 
political divides persisted, poll shows

AP/File

A technician prepares COVID-19 coronavirus patient samples for 
testing at a laboratory in New York’s Long Island. 


