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The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 

people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances.”

EDITORIAL

Law helps 
families, but what 

about schools?
The initial announcement sounded good: A new law, 

part of the new budget passed by the Indiana Legislature 
this year, would eliminate school textbook and curricular 
fees for families.

Ryan Glaze, superintendent of Tipton Community 
Schools, told Kokomo Tribune education reporter Spen-
cer Durham the measure should have been done years 
ago.

“I’ve always felt like charging for textbooks in Indiana 
has been unconstitutional, completely,” Glaze said in a 
story about the new law.

But what looks good at first glance isn’t always as it 
seems: Only $160 million was set aside by the General 
Assembly to help cover the textbook and curricular costs.

Indiana will pay out a flat rate of $151.88 per student 
for textbook and curricular fees, an amount that, for 
some public schools, will cause major issues.

Take, for example, the cost for Tipton students. Text-
books and curricular materials for those in kindergarten 
through second grades cost an average of $73. 

However, for those in third through fifth grade, costs 
run $152 a student and for high schoolers, costs are 
$275. So where will the money not paid by the state 
come from? The answer is from the schools, including 
their education funds, which is dedicated to teacher sala-
ries.

School administrators are now left panicking to find 
the money, and for some, having to decide whether 
they can even afford to hire staffers to fill open posi-
tions. For example, Taylor Community Schools treasurer 
Renae Adams said a vacancy there might have to be left 
unfilled.

Western School Corporation Superintendent Mark 
DuBois, who said he is looking at dipping into the school 
corporation’s rainy day fund to cover the difference.

“We’re at a loss on how we offset this shortfall,” he 
told Durham.

While we applaud lawmakers for taking this step and 
taking the burden off parents and guardians, the schools 
should have been taken into consideration and more 
funding should have been made available. 

Now, the burden has simply moved from parents to 
the schools.

— Kokomo Tribune

By Brennan Randolph 
MBA, interim president, Saint Mary-

of-the-Woods College

The Independent Colleges of 
Indiana (ICI) has designated July 17 
through July 21 as Private College 
Week in Indiana. Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College (SMWC) is one of 29 
members of ICI, which are private, 
nonprofit colleges and universities 
participating.

During this week, students and 
families are invited to visit the 
campuses of these private colleges 
for free tours and informational ses-
sions to learn more about the ben-
efits of a private college education. 
Visiting an ICI campus can help 
families experience these colleges 
and universities in a way that bro-
chures and websites cannot give.

There are many reasons to con-
sider a private college such as Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College when 
planning for higher education.

• More than 90% of students at 
Indiana’s private colleges receive 
one or more types of financial aid, 
making a private college education 

affordable and, 
often, no more 
expensive than a 
state university.

• Class sizes 
at Indiana’s pri-
vate colleges and 
universities are 
smaller, averaging 
14 students to one 
professor, providing more personal 

attention.
• There are more opportunities 

for leadership with smaller and 
more personal learning environ-
ments to be involved in extracurric-
ular activities.

• Students are twice as likely to 
graduate in four years at Indiana’s 
private, nonprofit campuses as stu-
dents at other types of institutions.

SMWC provides more than 
$10 million in institutional aid to 
our students each year, along with 
endowed scholarships to make 
attendance very affordable, and 
there are many students that attend 
debt-free.

Schedule a visit to The Woods 
and see the difference or visit 
smwc.edu for more information.

You can also learn more about 
ICI and other private colleges in 
Indiana by visiting icindiana.org.
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The Tribune-Star is committed 
to publishing a diversity of opin-
ions from readers. Email us at opin-
ion@tribstar.com.

After a half century, an amicable divorce for IUPUI
For the past half-century, the 

state’s two Big 10 universities 
shared the Indianapolis market 
with a Frankenstein approach that 
yielded “IUPUI.” Last month, Indi-
ana and Purdue universities partic-
ipated in a cordial divorce, with the 
two universities going their sepa-
rate ways, albeit while preparing 
to live across the street from each 
other (better for the kids).

Former Purdue President Mitch 
Daniels credits IU President Pamela 
Whitten for creating this new para-
digm. “I had thought for a very long 
time, even before I got to Purdue, 
there might be some better configu-
ration of the campus downtown than 
what we had,” Daniels explained 
from his office at the Liberty Fund in 
Carmel. “It served us well, but it was 
a treaty at the inception.”

That occurred in 1969 when, 
at the behest of new Indianapolis 
Mayor Richard Lugar, a new urban 
university was forged, albeit with 
the two universities protecting 
turf and legacy. Daniels joined the 
Lugar administration in 1971. “I 
was close enough to hear the sto-
ries. The original idea that Mayor 
Lugar had was an urban university 
of Indianapolis,” Daniels explained. 

“Purdue and IU 
were not interested 
in that new rival. 
So out of that, and 
I always described 
it as a treaty, 
they gave birth to 
IUPUI.

“But I had 
thought for a long 
time, and I was 
hardly the only 
one, there might 

be a better way forward. There is 
also a lot of interest in the central 
Indiana community to a genuine, 
R-1 tech presence, which IUPUI did 
not represent. There was some good 
quality faculty and some research 
was happening there, but not the 
kind the city needed. The Battelle 
Study found us to be the biggest 
city in the nation that didn’t have a 
genuine R1 university.“

That Battelle report released 
in 2015 observed: “For continued 
success, Indianapolis needs to take 
more strategic advantage of the 
strong concentration of talent in its 
urban core, leading to a nationally 
competitive range of opportunities 
for regional growth and innova-
tion in life sciences, information 

technology, agricultural innovation, 
advanced manufacturing, and other 
‘advanced industries.’”

BioCrossroads CEO David L. 
Johnson added, “Our ability to 
compete on a global level requires 
two factors — talent and innovation. 
Talent begets innovation, but it also 
needs a physical hub to thrive — 
and we really don’t have that place 
here yet.”

Daniels took the helm at Pur-
due in 2013 after two terms as 
Indiana governor. “I had tried the 
idea on the IU administration more 
than once and there was just not 
interest,” Daniels said. “But when 
Pam Whitten was chosen, we spoke 
right away and I congratulated her. 
We got together very shortly after 
she had been named and after the 
pleasantries, the first thing I asked 
her was, ‘Would you be willing to 
consider doing something different 
in Indianapolis where we have this 
thing called IUPUI?’ And Pam said, 
as many had before her, ‘Yeah, what 
the heck is that?’”

“It was always confusing to 
people,” Daniels said of the joint 
campus that prompted the early 
derisive phonic “OoeyPooey.” “I give 
her full credit. She was open to the 

idea and then her board was open 
to the idea and off we went.”

So this was two years in the 
making?

“Yes,” Daniels responded. “Tons 
of back and forth, trying to make 
certain what we came up with was 
beneficial to both schools and to the 
community. At Purdue, we opted … 
this is not a regional campus. It will 
be fully a part of Purdue Univer-
sity. The faculty here will be fully 
part of the engineering, computer 
science, perhaps other faculties up 
there. Their work will be integrated. 
I’m very hopeful it will give us a 
new option for students. We’ve been 
turning away some tremendously 
qualified applicants at Purdue, prin-
cipally from other states, even after 
30% growth.

“I think IU will have a clearer 
definition around health care and 
so forth, as is their focus,” Daniels 
said. “I’m sure they’ll do some 
imaginative things, too, that were 
just unlikely to happen under the 
old structure.”

Gov. Eric Holcomb told me in 
June that Whitten and the IU Board 
of Trustees decision to rethink the 
Indy campus was nothing short of 
“courageous.”

When this amicable divorce 
was signed in June, both current 
university presidents were ecstatic. 
“IU’s goal is nothing short of build-
ing one of the nation’s pre-eminent 
urban research universities, one 
defined by students transformed, 
discoveries made and communities 
strengthened,” Whitten said. Purdue 
President Mung Chiang, added, 
“Today’s announcement launches 
transformative growth for our 
state’s land grant university. New 
opportunities for Purdue University 
in Indianapolis are limitless.”

Daniels called it a “great brain 
gain of possibility” in a state that 
has been battling “brain drain” for 
years as a significant percentage of 
IU and Purdue graduates got their 
diplomas and headed for the coasts.

“Imagine some outstanding 
electrical engineer from Oregon 
who comes down and works in one 
of the IT startup companies here, 
or works for Salesforce or Lilly’s IT 
department to capture that talent in 
the future,” Daniels explained.

Brian Howey is managing editor 
of Howey Politics Indiana/State 
Affairs. Find Howey on Facebook 
and Twitter @hwypol.
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