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Frankfort, Ky.

Former Kentucky Gov. 
Brereton C. Jones, a Republi-
can turned Democrat who led 
efforts to improve health care 
and strengthen ethics laws 
during his one term three 
decades ago, has died, Gov. 
Andy Beshear said Monday.

Jones was a prominent 
horse breeder whose political 
career began in his native 
West Virginia, where he 
was elected to the House of 
Delegates as a Republican. 
He moved to Kentucky and 
switched parties, first winning 
election as lieutenant gover-
nor before running for and 
winning the state’s highest 
elected office.

He also survived two seri-
ous accidents while in office 
from 1991 to 1995 — a heli-
copter crash and a fall from a 
horse. Both accidents left him 
with a severely injured back.

“Gov. Jones was a ded-
icated leader and a distin-
guished thoroughbred owner 
who worked to strengthen 
Kentucky for our families,” 
Beshear said in a social media 
post Monday.

He said the family has 
asked for privacy but more 
details would be shared at a 
later date.

Jones’ administration was 
memorable for a well-inten-
tioned yet ultimately unsuc-
cessful attempt at universal 
health insurance.

He envisioned a system 
in which coverage would be 
accessible and affordable for 

everyone in the state, regard-
less of health history. Instead, 
dozens of insurers bailed out 
of Kentucky, and costs for 
individual coverage soared.
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Ronald Eugene Depasse
Feb. 15, 1938 — Sept. 16, 2023

TERRE HAUTE — Ronald
Eugene Depasse, 85 of Terre
Haute, passed away at his
home on September
16, 2023.

He was born on
February 15, 1938 in
Brookfield, Illinois to
the late John and
Sarah (Bonte) De-
passe.

He was preceded in
death by his wife of 47
years, Rita Inez De-
passe; his parents;
brothers, John F.,
Clarence and Gerald
Depasse; and sisters,
Emily Depasse, Cheri
Hubbard and Marie Chlo-
pecki.

Ron and Rita were united
in marriage on February 14,
1961.

Survivors include his sons,
Kenneth Depasse (Teresa), Jef-
frey Depasse (Shawn, de-
ceased), and Robert Depasse
(Dawn); and daughter, Tami
Depasse (James); grandchil-
dren, Kevin Depasse (Emily),
Brian Depasse (Molly), Lauren

Durham (Ryan), Patrick De-
passe (Rudee), Rebecca De-
passe, Katie Vervack (Josh),

and Allison Seaman;
and great-grandchil-
dren, Ella Durham,
Evelyn Durham and
Max Depasse.

Ronald served hon-
orably in the US Air
Force until June of
1964.

Ronald was a
member of Saint
Benedict Catholic
Church of Terre Haute
and he was a distin-
guished member of
the banking industry

in Terre Haute for 47 years.
Private Family Services

will be held at Calvary Ceme-
tery of Terre Haute.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests that donations be
made to VNA Hospice of the
Wabash Valley.

Fond memories and ex-
pressions of sympathy may be
shared for the Depasse family
at:

www.mattoxwood.com

Diana 'Diane' Lynn Mitchell
March 15, 1956 — Sept. 15, 2023

Diana Lynn (Bickel)
Mitchell of Jasonville was
born March 15, 1956, to Don-
ald and Lucy Bickel in
Linton, Indiana, the
second of their seven
children. She passed
away Friday, Septem-
ber 15, 2023, in Ja-
sonville, Indiana, of
complications due to
cancer.

Diane fought a
courageous and characteristi-
cally witty battle since her
2020 terminal diagnosis, defy-
ing the initial prognosis by
more than two-and-a-half
years.

She was a Steelworker's
Union shop steward during
her time at Novelis Corpora-
tion and International Paper
and was a longtime champion
of workers' rights. She worked
at a variety of other manufac-
turing facilities in and around
the Terre Haute area includ-
ing Columbia House/Sony,
Weston Paper and Great
Dane. After retiring from Nov-
elis, she enjoyed spending
time with her family, mush-
room hunting, serving as head
chef for family fish fries, feed-
ing fish, road trips with special
people and having a weekly
pizzaburger from Miller's IGA
in Clay City.

She is survived by four sis-
ters and their families, Donna
Bradbury, Nancy Jones, Debra

Strahla (all of Jason-
ville); and Cheryl Reed
(Indianapolis); Teresa
and Dale Weaver (In-
dianapolis); Larry and
Shirley Bickel and
their family (Free-
dom); Jim Mahan
(Shelburn); Wanda
Bickel and her family

(Coalmont); and other family
members; countless friends,
including special friends Nan-
cy Bradbury, Peggy Bradbury
(both of Hymera); Nikki Au-
berry (Linton); and Dorothy
Eccles, Steve and Rose Cox,
Lisa and Don Hixon, and Hol-
ly and Scott Miller (all of Ja-
sonville).

She is preceded in death by
her husband, Kerry Mitchell;
parents, Don and Lucy Bickel;
and brothers, Donald and
David.

Friends and family are in-
vited to a graveside service at
6 p.m. at the K & P Cemetery
in Hymera on Saturday,
September 23, 2023.

In lieu of flowers, Diane
has requested donations to Ri-
ley Hospital for Children in In-
dianapolis, 705 Riley Hospital
Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46202.

Naomi Grace Pounds
June 26, 1930 — Sept. 16, 2023

SHELBURN — Naomi
Grace (Orman) Pounds, went
to be with the Lord on Satur-
day, September 16,
2023 at the age of 93,
with her loving family
by her side.

She was born on
June 26, 1930, in Terre
Haute, IN to Charles
and Sadie (Price) Or-
man.

She leaves behind
a beautiful empire, including
her 4 children, Rick (Jana)
Pounds, Hank Pounds and
Jody (Jay) Baker, all of Grays-
ville, along with Traci (Buck)
Wright of Sullivan. She leaves
behind 10 grandchildren, 23
great-grandchildren, and 7
great- great-grandchildren
with 3 more babies on the
way.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Charles and
Sadie Orman; her sister, Mil-
dred Klein; her husband, Ross
Pounds; grandson, Dirk
Pounds; and great-grandson,
Knox Pounds.

She enjoyed spending time
with her family and cooking
every Sunday, where lifetime

memories were made
around the table. She
was also an avid read-
er and hard worker on
the family farm. She
was very proud of all
of her children, grand-
children, great-grand-
children and great-
great-grandchildren.

Her life was centered around
making sure they had every-
thing they needed. She loved
to dance and spent most Fri-
days going dancing with her
friends after work. We look
forward to dancing with her
again as we reach Heaven's
gates.

Services will be held at
Holmes Memorial Chapel,
Thursday, September 21, 2023
at 1:00 pm with Josh Reeves
officiating. Visitation will be
from 11:00 am. until time of
service. She will be laid to rest
beside her husband at John-
son cemetery.

www.holmesmemorialchapel.com

Arthur A. Sappington Sr.
Oct. 7, 1942 — Sept. 17, 2023

Arthur A. Sappington Sr.,
80 of Terre Haute, Indiana,
passed away peacefully in his
home on Sunday,
September 17, 2023, at
6:15 a.m. He was born
October 7, 1942, in
Terre Haute, Indiana
to Samuel V. Sapping-
ton and Helen E. Sap-
pington. Arthur was a
lifelong resident of
Terre Haute.

He graduated from State
High School in 1960. After
high school, he married his
childhood sweetheart, Mary,
on June 8, 1962. She preceded
him in death on January 20,
2020, after 57 years of mar-
riage.

After high school, Arthur
began working for his family's
business, Sappington Moving.
In 1985 he started his own
moving company, Sappington
& Sons' Moving and Storage,
Inc. He worked daily running
the company, working on the
trucks, and moving families
and businesses throughout
multiple states until he retired
in 2018. Even after retirement
he continued to have an active
role in the day-to-day business
operations. Arthur will be re-
membered for his generous
and kind heart, his strength,
and his extraordinary work
ethic. He truly loved his busi-
ness, meeting new clients and
working for the Terre Haute

community. He was a firm be-
liever that without his loyal
customers, his company

would not have been
successful, and for
that, he was truly
thankful.

Arthur was also
preceded in death by
his parents; brothers,
Henry and John Sap-
pington; and sisters,
Marjorie Matlock,

Dorothy Allen, and Helen
Brieger. He is survived by his
sons, Arthur Sappington II
(Faye), Christopher Sapping-
ton (Rebecca), and Daniel Sap-
pington (Robin); daughter,
Michelle Ritchey (Steven);
brother, Samuel V. Sapping-
ton III; sister, Amy Gordon;
sister-in-law, Michelle (Mitzi)
Sappington; grandchildren,
Ashley, Dustin, Samuel, Kaela,
Daniel, Gabrielle, Haley,
Raleigh, Courtney and Casey;
and 19 great-grandchildren.

Graveside services will be
held at Highland Lawn Ceme-
tery. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in his name,
to the Alzheimer's Association
or any animal rescue organi-
zation of your choice. The fam-
ily would like to express their
sincere gratitude to Katrina
Stunich, Arthur's dedicated
caregiver during the last few
months of his life, and Gentiva
Hospice. Online condolences
can be made at:

www.greinerfuneralhome.com

Funeral Services

Local & BistateObituaries

Angela G. Crawford 
(Taylor) — died Sept. 11, 
2023. Memorial 5 p.m. Thurs-
day Dressler Church, West 
Terre Haute. Cremation cho-
sen. Greiner Funeral Home 
assisted.

Michael B. Dolan — died 
July 1, 2023. Celebration of 
life 1 to 4 p.m. Friday Camp 
Wildwood.

Britt A. Murphy Sr. — 
died Sept. 13, 2023. Visitation 
4 p.m. until services 7 p.m. 
today Rockville Church of 
The Nazarene. Cremation 
chosen.

Marvin Leroy Utley — 
died Sept. 13, 2023. Visitation 
noon until services 2 p.m. 
today McKinley Hill Church 
of Christ, Brazil. Burial fol-
lows, Clearview Cemetery.

Former Ky. Gov. Brereton Jones dies

Indiana State University 
has been recognized as one 
of the top 400 universities 
in the nation, according to 
the “2024 Best Colleges in 
America list” published by 
the Wall Street Journal/Col-
lege Pulse.

This recognition places 
Indiana State approximately 
in the top 15% of four-year 
institutions nationally, ISU 
said in a news release Mon-
day.

The Wall Street Journal/
College Pulse is using a new 
way to calculate a univer-
sity’s standing, including 
surveying students from each 
institution.

The new methodology is 
based on student outcomes, 
learning environment, and 
diversity. Additionally, gradu-
ation rates, graduate salaries, 
cost of attendance against 
salary outcome, or Return on 

Investment, and other factors 
are considered.

“We have long been 
focused on providing a 
world-class education at 
an affordable cost, and this 
national recognition once 
again verifies that Indiana 
State University is a place 
where students’ lives and 
careers are transformed, said 
university President Deborah 
Curtis.

Survey results show 
ISU scored well in learning 
opportunities, career prepa-
ration, learning facilities, and 
diversity.

ISU was one of 11 Indi-
ana higher educational 
institutions to be recognized 
in the Wall Street Journal/
College Pulse rankings. This 
feat puts ISU in the top 
18% in the State of Indiana 
among public and private 
universities.

ISU among nation’s 
Top 400 in Wall Street 

Journal/College Pulse listing

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College has ranked in the top 
21% of Best Regional Univer-
sities in the Midwest by U.S. 
News & World Report.

The 2024 rankings were 
released early Monday morn-
ing, according to a news 
release from The Woods.

The rankings are based 
on academic quality and the 
amount of financial aid with 
grants and scholarships to 
full-time undergraduate stu-
dents.

Among SWMC’s 2024 
rankings by U.S. News & 
World Report:

 � Regional Universities 
Midwest No. 35

 � Best Value – Regional 
Universities Midwest No. 3 

(top-ranked school in Indiana 
in this category).

 � Social Mobility – 
Regional Universities Midwest 
No. 5

“We are extremely proud 
to once again be listed among 
America’s Best Colleges by 
U.S. News & World Report,” 
said Interim President Bren-
nan Randolph. “This is a 
reflection of the hard work of 
our faculty and staff and their 
commitment to a quality edu-
cation for our students.”

The college celebrated 
another record-breaking 
incoming class in August 
and established another 
record-breaking campus 
enrollment for fall 2024.

SMWC recognized by U.S. 
News & World Report


