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PET MADNESS

1st round of voting happening nowwww.tribstar.com/petmadness

We’re looking for the cutest pets in the Wabash Valley!
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The historic architecture and 
peaceful setting of Saint-Mary-
of-the-Woods, home to a college 
and the Sisters of Providence, 
have long drawn visitors to the 
131-acre, wooded campus.

On Monday, representatives 
of the congregation, Saint Mary-

of-the-Woods College and the 
community gathered to unveil a 
sign marker for the Saint-Mary-
of-the-Woods Historic District. 

“There is no place like Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods,” said Sister 
Dawn Tomaszewski, general 
superior of the Sisters of Prov-
idence, during a program just 
before the marker’s unveiling.

It is located outside the Gate-

house at the front entrance into 
the college.

The Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
Historic District, a joint effort of 
the congregation and the college, 
is one of nine designated historic 
districts in Vigo County and has a 
total of 66 buildings, sites, struc-
tures and objects.

The district was placed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2017. The designation 
honors its architectural signif-

icance and educational and 
spiritual importance to the state 
and nation.

The college owns buildings 
that include Le Fer Hall, Guerin 
Hall and Hulman Hall; the Sis-
ters of Providence own facilities 
that include the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception (Renais-
sance Revival architecture), 
Motherhouse/Providence Hall 
and Saint Anne Chapel.

SMWC and sisters unveil historic marker
‘There is no place like Saint Mary-of-the-Woods’

Sue Loughlin/Tribune-Star

Sister Dawn Tomaszewski, general superior of the 
Sisters of Providence, and Brennan Randolph, 
interim president of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College, stand beside a new sign marker for the 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods Historic District.Turn to MARKER, A4

Associated Press • Delphi

The prosecutor overseeing 
the case against a northern 
Indiana man charged in the 
2017 killings of two teenage 

girls has 
dismissed as 
“fanciful” a 
recent court 
filing by the 
man’s attor-
neys contend-
ing the girls 
actually died 
as part of a 

ritual sacrifice.
Carroll County Prosecutor 

Nicholas McLeland called 
the theory a “fanciful defense 
for social media to devour” 
in a document filed Monday, 

a week after Richard Allen’s 
attorneys said in a filing that 
Abigail Williams, 13, and Lib-
erty German, 14, were killed 
by members of a pagan 
Norse religion and white 
nationalist group known as 
Odinists. 

Prosecutor says theory that 
2 slain teens died in ritual 

sacrifi ce is made for social media

CNHI News Indiana fi le photo

Abby Williams, 13, left and 
Libby German, 14, right, were 
found murdered on Feb. 14, 
2017, in a wooded area near 
their homes in Delphi.

ALLEN

‘Fanciful 
defense’

Turn to DEFENSE, A4

By Michael R. Sisak 
Associated Press • New York

A judge ruled Tuesday that 
Donald Trump committed 
fraud for years while building 
the real estate empire that cat-
apulted him to fame and the 
White House.

Judge Arthur Engoron, rul-
ing in a civil lawsuit brought 
by New York Attorney Gener-
al Letitia James, found that the 
former president and his com-
pany deceived banks, insurers 
and others by massively 
overvaluing his assets and 
exaggerating his net worth on 
paperwork used in making 
deals and securing loans.

Engoron ordered that some 
of Trump’s business licenses 
be rescinded as punishment, 
making it difficult or impossi-
ble for them to do business in 
New York, and said he would 

continue to have an indepen-
dent monitor oversee Trump 
Organization operations.

Trump’s lawyer, Christo-
pher Kise, said they intend to 
appeal the decision, calling it 
a “miscarriage of justice” and 
“completely disconnected from 
the facts and governing law.”

Judge rules Donald 
Trump defrauded 
banks, insurers

Judge: Trump committed fraud for 
years while building the real estate 
empire that catapulted him to fame

AP/fi le

Former President Donald 
Trump pauses before ending 
his remarks at a rally in 
Summerville, S.C., Sept. 25. 

Turn to TRUMP, A7

By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

Despite a paucity of attendees 
for the mayoral forum with 
Terre Haute Republican 
Mayor Duke Bennett and 

Democratic challenger Brandon 
Sakbun on Tuesday evening at 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, 
the candidates seemed pleased with 
the quality of questions that came 
from the audience.

Moderated by 
political science pro-
fessor Terrence Casey, 
the forum found the 
candidates once again 
spending far more time 
agreeing and support-

ing one another’s suppositions than 
dissenting.

The only issue where they part-
ed ways related to mental health. 
Although both agreed it was an 
important issue that was challenging 
to tackle, Bennett said the city does 
not receive money from the state to 
provide mental health treatment in the 
community — that was the purview of 
the county, and the city “should stay in 
our lane.”

Sakbun insisted the city should 
appoint a mental health coordinator 
who meets with groups treating the 
mentally ill to arrange an organized 
plan of attack.

Only about 25 Rose-Hulman stu-
dents and staff showed up for the may-
oral forum; Sakbun noted the paucity 
of audience members in his opening 
comments.

Sakbun, Bennett participate in forum at Rose-Hulman

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza 

Brody Magee, a Rose-Hulman senior 
from Clinton, watches the debate 
between Mayor Duke Bennett and 
Democratic candidate Brandon Sakbun 
on Tuesday in the White Chapel on the 
Rose-Hulman campus.

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Terre Haute Mayor Duke Bennett answers a question 
from the audience during a mayoral debate with Dem-
ocratic candidate Brandon Sakbun on Tuesday on the 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology campus.

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Democratic mayoral candidate Brandon Sakbun answers 
a question about housing in the city during a debate 
with incumbent mayor Duke Bennett on Tuesday on the 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology campus.

Voter 
Registration 

 �Voter registration deadline is 
close of business Tuesday, Oct. 10. 
This has been extended one day, 
from Monday, because of the state 
Columbus Day holiday.

 �Where to register:

• Get in touch with the Vigo County 
Voter Registration Offi ce, located 
on the second fl oor of the Historic 
Vigo County Courthouse. You can 
also contact them by phone at (812) 
462-3393.

• Online at www.indianavoters.
com/

• You can also apply in person at 
any BMV license branch if you are 
conducting a credential transaction 
(such as obtaining a driver’s license, 
permit, or identifi cation card). You 
can apply in person at a public 
assistance offi ce if you are applying 
for service or assistance. You may 
also pick up a registration by mail 
form at a BMV license branch or 
public assistance offi ce.

Sources: Indiana Secretary of 
State (in.gov), Vigo County 

Clerk’s Offi ce (Facebook page)

Inside
 �Early voting 

in Vigo County 
starts Oct. 11, 
A5

Turn to FORUM, A5
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Allen’s attorneys wrote 
that “absolutely nothing, 
links Richard Allen to Odi-
nism or any religious cult.”

Their filing seeks a 
hearing at which they 
would argue for suppress-
ing evidence collected at 
Allen’s Delphi home. It says 
that law enforcement lied 
or omitted information to 
obtain a warrant to search 
his house, the Journal & 
Courier reported.

In his response opposing 
Allen’s attorneys’ separate 
request to have their cli-
ent’s hearings and trial 
broadcast, the prosecutor 
wrote that only 13 pages 
of the defense’s 136-page 
filing seeking the evidence 
hearing makes any relevant 
allegations.

“The remaining 90% of 
the Memorandum outlines 
its fanciful defense for social 
media to devour,” McLeland 
wrote.

McLeland also filed 
a reply to the attorneys’ 
request for a hearing to 
suppress evidence, writing 
that Carroll County Sher-
iff Tony Liggett “did not 
intentionally or recklessly 
omit evidence or lie about 
evidence in the probable 
cause affidavit to support 
the search warrant.”

McLeland added that 
when investigators obtained 
the search warrant in Octo-
ber 2022 they believed there 
was a chance Allen “would 

destroy crucial evidence 
in the investigation” if he 
knew he was suspected in 
the killings.

A redacted probable 
cause affidavit released 
in November 2022 states 
that during their search of 
Allen’s home investigators 
seized a .40-caliber pistol 
belonging to him which 
Allen bought in 2001. The 
affidavit states that an 
unspent bullet found near 
the slain girls’ bodies “had 
been cycled through” Allen’s 
pistol.

Allen was arrested in 
October 2022 and charged 
with two counts of murder 
in the teens’ killings. He 
has pleaded not guilty to 

the charges and his trial is 
scheduled for January.

According to court doc-
uments released in June, 
Allen confessed multiple 
times to the murders in a 
phone call to his wife while 
in prison.

Those documents had 
been under seal since 
December 2022, when a 
judge issued a gag order 
barring attorneys, law 
enforcement officials, court 
personnel, the coroner and 
family members from com-
menting on the case.

Liberty and Abigail 
— known as Libby and 
Abby — were killed after a 
relative dropped them off 
at a hiking trail near the 
Monon High Bridge on Feb. 
13, 2017, just outside their 
hometown of Delphi, about 
60 miles northwest of Indi-
anapolis.

Their bodies were found 
the next day in a rugged, 
heavily wooded area near 
the trail.

The killings have haunt-
ed Delphi, a city of about 
3,000 where Allen lived and 
worked at a drug store.

“We celebrate the legacy of the people 
who had the foresight to build such unique 
and awesome structures,” Tomaszewski said. 
“They have truly made Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods a sight to behold.” 

She added, “We have a sacred responsibili-
ty to care for this endowment, this legacy that 
has been passed on to us.”

Saint Mother Theodore Guerin founded 
the Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods in 1840.

Tomaszewski highlighted the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception, constructed from 
1886 to 1907, as well as the Saint Anne Shell 
Chapel, consecrated in 1876.

The designation as a historic district by 
the U.S. Department of the Interior “gives us 
the opportunity to access funds [including 
historic preservation funding] so we can con-
tinue to care for these beautiful buildings,” 
she said.

She noted that the Saint Anne Shell Chap-
el is in need of restoration; the floor is giving 
way and the walls are bowing, she said.

The Sisters of Providence have enlisted the 
help of Tommy Kleckner, director of Indiana 
Landmarks western regional office, “to help 
us restore the chapel to mint condition. We 
don’t want to lose it.”

Monday’s dedication of the historic 
marker is the culmination of years of work, 
Tomaszewski said.

“For me, this is a symbol … an invitation 
to the community, to the Wabash Valley, to 
come see us,” she said. “We welcome your 
presence, we invite you to roam this campus 
to experience the architecture.”

People also can participate in Sisters of 
Providence programs, she said. 

Brennan Randolph, interim president of 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College, also spoke 
during the program.

He described it as a day “to celebrate the 
long legacy and history of this place and 
these grounds,” he said.

While some newer buildings have been 
added in recent years to the college, the goal 
was “making sure those buildings also reflect 
some of the older, historic ones on campus,” 
he said.

Preserving historic buildings “is important 
to the college as well as the Sisters of Provi-
dence,” he said.

He noted that the Conservatory of Music, 
which dates back to 1911-1913, has been 
undergoing upgrades and restoration work. It 
features Beaux-Arts architecture.

Another speaker, Terre Haute Mayor Duke 
Bennett, said, “This is such a peaceful, won-
derful and historical place.”

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods “clearly has such 
an impact on our entire community. It’s great 
to see positive things happening out here.”

The Saint Mary-of-the-Woods Historic 
District is the only historic district in Indiana 
with a college.

A joint committee has been established 
by the sisters and college to collaborate on 
promoting it.

Learn more at SMWhistoricdistrict.org
Sue Loughlin can be reached at 812-231-

4235 or at sue.loughlin@tribstar.com Follow 
Sue on Twitter at @TribStarSue.
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Personal Care Pantry Drive 
Donations needed of  under garments 

for all ages, socks, hygiene and 
feminine products and NEW blankets. 

Nominations are open to women from all walks of life and 
professions. The honor recognizes and rewards women who 
excel at problem solving, overcoming adversity and giving back 
to their community. Nominees can be in traditional fields of 
business, visionary entrepreneurs who are blazing new trails or 
leaders of nonprofit organizations or public agencies who are 

truly making a difference. What candidates should share 
is a strong sense of self, a success driven work ethic and 
the accomplishments to show for it.

The deadline for submitting nominations 
is Oct. 23, 2023.

Celebrate the success and achievements of women in Terre Haute’s 
business community by nominating someone for 2023’s Women in 

Business awards presented by Terre Haute Living magazine.

Visit 
www.tribstar.com/WIB to 
submit your nomination. 
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College and the Sis-
ters of Providence on Monday unveiled a sign 
marker for the Saint Mary-of-the-Woods His-
toric District, which was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2017.

Sue Loughlin/Tribune-Star

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College and the Sisters of Providence on Monday unveiled a  marker 
for the Saint Mary-of-the-Woods Historic District, which was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2017.

Marker
Continued from A1

AP

Offi cers escort Richard Allen 
out of the Carroll County 
courthouse following a hear-
ing, Nov. 22, 2022, in Delphi. 

Defense
Continued from A1


