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Immediate Openings For
1 Bedroom Apartments!

Call for your tour today!
Senior Section 8 Housing

Brandon SakBun, democrat candidate For mayor

Focused on 
Growing the

City’s Population, 
Improving Job 
Opportunities, 
Revitalizing our 
Neighborhoods, 
and Keeping our 

Streets Safe.

Paid for by the committee to elect Brandon Sakbun

I would appreciate
your Vote on
Tues. Nov. 7

DEADLINE 1 NOV-2023
For Table Reservations & Tickets

Thriving Together

THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 9, 2023

Greater Terre Haute

NAACP
Freedom Fund Banquet

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens
General Minister and President

of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

in the United States and Canada

TICKET PRICE $60
TIME 6:00pm

Reserved Tables & Tickets
Still Available

Contact Freedom Fund Chair John E. Lang
at johnelang1@aol.com

Terre Haute Convention Center,
800 Wabash Ave., Terre Haute, IN 47807
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Terre Haute Street Closings
 � Oct. 26 from 3 to 10 p.m., 

Lafayette Avenue from Linden 
to N. 13th, Maple Avenue from 
Garfi eld to 13th and Lafayette 
Avenue from Grand to Woodley 
will be closed during the Jeepers 
Creepers Truck or Treat event.

 � Oct. 27 from noon to 10 
p.m., Wabash Avenue from Sixth 
to Ninth Street will be closed 
during Haunted Terre Haute.

 � Oct. 28 from 5 p.m. to 
9 p.m., North 19th Street from 
Eighth Avenue north to Plum 
Street and Eighth to Seventh 
avenues will be closed for a 
Halloween event.

 � Oct. 31 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Elm Street from North 12th to 

North 13th will be closed for a 
harvest party.

 � Nov. 3, Lafayette Avenue 
from Linden to 13th Street and 
Maple Avenue from Garfi eld 
Avenue to 13th Street will be 
closed during First Friday.

 � From 9 a.m. Nov. 24 until 
3 p.m. Nov. 27, Maple Avenue 
from Lafayette Avenue to 13th 
Street will be closed for Small 
Business Saturday.

 � Nov. 25 from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m., Lafayette from Linden to N. 
13th streets, Maple Avenue from 
Garfi eld to N. 13th streets and 
Lafayette Avenue from Grand to 
Woodley avenues will be closed 
for Small Business Saturday.

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

Nothing tugged at George 
Richardson’s heart more than 
children who didn’t have 
enough food to eat.

So after his death in April 
2022, his wife, Tracy, began 
an effort to raise money to 
help feed kids in need.

She contacted the Vigo 
County School Corp., which 
identified Franklin Elemen-
tary as a school that could 
greatly benefit.

That first year, the project 
— called George’s Cafe — pro-
vided about $1,000 to the 
school.

This year, fundraising 
efforts generated $1,800 for 
Franklin, including $1,200 
from the Terre Haute South 
Vigo class of 1978, which was 
George’s graduating class. 
The class had a reunion in 
September. Other friends and 
supporters of George kicked 
in another $600.

Funds will be used for 
such things as milk and 
snacks for children who may 
get hungry during the school 
day.

“Anything that will help 

the kids who need extra 
food,” said Tracy, who on 
Monday presented the $1,200 
from South Vigo’s Class of 
1978 to Franklin principal 
Tina Horrall.

A successful musician, 
George served as a mentor to 
students and others with dis-

abilities; in 1988 at age 29, 
he had been diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis and was in 
a wheelchair for many years.

Yet, he always remained 
positive and full of hope, 
according to those who knew 
him.

Tracy Richardson said the 
George’s Cafe program is a 

way to honor her husband’s 
legacy of kindness and com-
passion.

“I just think he is smiling 
ear to ear in heaven and he is 
so happy about this,” she said. 
“He really had a big heart. He 
would love this.”

She added, “He was full of 
life and he just loved people. 
He didn’t have any enemies. 
Especially with kids, he felt 
like kids often get the brunt 
of bad situations sometimes. 
If families don’t have enough, 
then the kids end up suffering 
as well as the adults.”

On Monday, Franklin 
children needing a boost had 
access to strawberry milk, 
juice, apples and other items.

The funds provided 
through “George’s Cafe” will 
help ensure Franklin children 
have full stomachs so they are 
ready to learn, Horrall said.

Tracy Richardson is dean 
of the Division of Arts and 
Social Sciences at Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods College.

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.com 
Follow Sue on Twitter @
TribStarSue

Donation to help feed hungry
children at Franklin Elementary

Tribune-Star/Sue Loughlin

Tracy Richardson, left, provides a donation to Franklin Elemen-
tary principal Tina Horrall to help feed hungry children. The 
donation celebrates the legacy of her late husband, George 
Richardson. The South Vigo Class of 1978 raised $1,200.

CNHI News • Effi ngham, Ill.

Final autopsy reports indi-
cate that all five individuals 
died from respiratory failure 
due to inhalation and expo-
sure to anhydrous ammonia 
during the wreck Sept. 29 
near Teutopolis, according to 
Effingham County Coroner 
Kim Rhodes.

This included severe 
chemical burns to the entire 
body, respiratory system, 
face, eyes and lungs, Rhodes 
said in a press release. 
Deceased individuals were 
identified as the following:

 � Kenneth Bryan, age 
34 from Teutopolis, and his 

two children: Rosie Bryan, 
age 7, from Beecher City, and 
Walker Bryan, age 10, from 
Beecher City.

 � Danny J. Smith, age 67 
from New Haven, Missouri.

 � Vasile Cricovan, age 31 
from Twinsburg, Ohio.

Additionally, seven indi-
viduals were severely injured 
due to the anhydrous ammo-
nia leak at the scene of the 
crash. 

They all are still suffering 
chemical burns to the eyes, 
lungs and respiratory system 
and are receiving medical 
care at this time. These indi-
viduals were identified as the 
following:

 � Terrie Tudor, age 61 
from Union, Missouri – criti-
cal condition in hospital.

 � John Costello, age 19 
from Olathe, Kansas — criti-
cal condition in hospital.

 � Sara Tague, age 18 
from Lake Elmo, Minnesota 
– discharged from hospital.

 � Anja Dangelmaier, age 
18 from Arlington, Texas – 
discharged from hospital.

 � Jacob Bloemker, age 24 
of Brownstown, Illinois – dis-
charged from hospital.

 � Weston Hemmerling, 
age 18 of Kansas City, Kansas 
– discharged from hospital.

 � Charlie Whitt, age 66 
from Green Castle, Indiana – 
discharged from hospital.

The crash is still under 
investigation by the Illinois 
State Police and the National 

Transportation Safety Board.
On Sept. 29 at approxi-

mately 8:40 p.m. the Effing-
ham County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and the Teutopolis Fire 
Department were notified of 
a motor vehicle crash on U.S. 
40 east of Teutopolis.

Upon arrival it was deter-
mined  the crash site was 
unsafe due to a ruptured 
tanker leaking anhydrous 
ammonia. The scene was 
secured and the residents of 
Teutopolis were evacuated.

Numerous vehicles were 
abandoned at the scene 
as the individuals fled the 
crash site on foot. Traffic on 
I-70 was shut down due to 
a crash in the construction 
zone which resulted in these 
drivers being re-routed onto 
U.S. 40.

Autopsies confi rm 5 Teutopolis crash deaths 
in September due to respiratory failure

Exposure to anhydrous ammonia 
followed wreck on U.S. 40 

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College, in partnership with 
Miracle on 7th Street, invites 
groups, organizations and 
businesses to participate in the 
sixth annual “Light Your Way 
Christmas Parade.” Entries are 
now being accepted for the 
parade, scheduled for 6 p.m. 
on Dec. 2 in downtown Terre 
Haute.

Creative and unique 
entries aligned with the 
parade’s Christmas theme 
are being accepted from the 
community. Entries must be 
family-friendly, contain lights 
and portray a Christmas story 
or theme. Up to 80 entries will 
be accepted, and three awards 
will be given at the event: 
best overall, most creative and 
most lights.

“The Christmas parade 
is a wonderful Terre Haute 
event kicking off the holiday 
season,” said John Mace, direc-
tor of conferences and events 
at SMWC. “The College is a 
proud sponsor of this event, 
and we invite everyone to join 
us in celebrating our commu-

nity this season.”
This year, the parade will 

be the kickoff event for Mira-
cle on 7th Street, compared to 
being the finale for the week-
end. The 2023 parade route 
begins at Fifth Street and 
Wabash Avenue, goes east on 
Wabash and continues until 
Ninth Street, then turns north.

Since 2016, the Light Your 
Way Christmas Parade has 
been the kickoff to the holiday 
season. Crowds at the parade 
have grown through the years 
with over 12,000 people in 
attendance in 2022. It has 
grown to accommodate up 
to 80 participants featuring 
marching bands, decorated 
floats, dancers, honored guests 
and, of course, Santa Claus.

The deadline to submit 
parade entries is Nov. 27. This 
will allow time for the approv-
al of themes. For more infor-
mation about the Light Your 
Way Christmas Parade, how 
to participate and more, visit 
www.smwc.edu/community/
event-services/light-your-way-
christmas-parade.

Registration open for Light 
Your Way Christmas Parade
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Santa waves to the crowd during the Light Your Way Parade in 
2019. Registration is now open for the 2023 parade

WEST TERRE HAUTE
Two injured in 
shooting at party

A large party at 
AMVETS Post 222 in West 
Terre Haute was disrupted 
when an unknown assailant 
discharged a firearm there 
on Saturday night, Vigo 
County Sheriff John Plasse 
said.

About 11:30 p.m., dep-
uties were dispatched to 
AMVETS, where a shooter 
had fired into the crowded 
dance hall area. Two people 
were shot and suffered non-
life threatening injuries. 
Both were taken to the hos-
pital for treatment.

The victims were not 
from Vigo County, nor were 
they Indiana State Univer-
sity students, Plasse said. 
Their names have not been 
released, and the suspect 
has not yet been identified.

An investigation con-
tinues.

TERRE HAUTE
First Financial 
Corp. announces 
leadership change

First Financial Corp. 
has announced Norman D. 
Lowery, senior vice pres-
ident and chief operating 
officer, will succeed his 
father, Norman L. Lowery, 
as president and chief exec-
utive officer.

The change takes effect 
Jan. 1, 2024.

Norman L. Lowery, 
currently chairman as well 
president and CEO, will 
serve as executive chairman 
of the board through Dec. 
31, 2024, after which he 
will transition to the role of 
non-executive chairman of 
the board.

First Financial Corp. is 
the only company listed on 
the NASDAQ that is head-
quartered in Terre Haute.

First Financial Corp. 
trades on the NASDAQ as 
THFF.

SKOKIE, ILL.
Arrests made after 
gun, pepper spray 
used at rally
in Chicago suburb 

Two people were arrest-
ed after police say one man 
fired a shot into the air and 
another pepper-sprayed 
pro-Palestinian demonstra-
tors near an Israel solidarity 
event in Chicago’s northern 
suburbs.

The episode took place 
Sunday evening around 
a banquet hall in Skokie, 
where about 1,000 people 
had gathered to show soli-
darity with Israel, according 
to event organizers.

A group of about 200 
pro-Palestinian protesters 
staged their own rally near 
the hall. 

A man reportedly drove 
his car into the group, got 
out and fired a shot before 
police said they took him 
into custody.

A witness told the Chi-
cago Sun-Times that the 
man’s car had been covered 
in Israeli flags, the newspa-
per reported.

A man coming out of 
the banquet hall wearing 
an Israeli flag as a cape 
sprayed the crowd with 
pepper spray before he was 
arrested. 

No one was seriously 
hurt in the melee, but the 
pepper spray hit several 
protesters, a Chicago police 
officer and a Sun-Times 
reporter.

Briefly
From Tribune-Star staff reports


