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In need of Pediatric care?
Available services include:

• Wellness checkups
• Sudden illnesses or 
  injuries

• Chronic illnesses
• Immunizations
• Newborn checkups
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AN IMPROBABLE VICTORY
Indianapolis Colts rally for overtime win at Tennessee, SPORTS  B1

ISU BACK IN ACTION
Indiana State men’s basketball 
team plays at Northern Illinois 

tonight, SPORTS — B1

Dow Jones  . . . . . . . . . . .36,204.44

TRIBUNE-STAR CHRISTMAS BASKET FUND
�Since 1928 the Tribune-Star 
and its employees have raised 
funds for Christmas baskets 
to help feed families in need. 
Baskets will be delivered on 
Saturday, Dec. 23.

 �This year’s goal for the 
Tribune-Star Christmas Basket 
Fund is $26,000, which will 
provide bountiful Christmas 
dinners to 675 families.

Beginning balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,710
Daniel & Cheri Bradley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,810         

To donate:
Please mail donations to: Tribune-Star, Attention Christmas Basket Fund, 
P.O. Box 149, Terre Haute, IN 47808. Online donations can be made at wvcf.
org/tribstarchristmasbasket. The Wabash Valley Community Foundation 
administers the donated funds; contributions are tax deductible.

By Leslie Bonilla Muniz
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The leaders of the Statehouse’s 
dual Republican supermajorities have 
been clear: after recent gambling 
industry scandals involving former 

lawmakers, next year’s legislative ses-
sion will include no expansion.

That’s prompted a divided 
response over what to do instead.

It’s a chance for reform, some 
government transparency and ethics 

advocates say. But others — 
industry leaders, experts and 
regulators — have warned 
against knee-jerk reactions.

The gambling industry 
and advocates have for sev-
eral years wanted to legalize 
i-gaming, but that timeline 
may now be years longer than 
previously expected.

Former Rep. Sean Eberhart, a 

Republican from Shelbyville, 
pleaded guilty on Tuesday to a 
federal felony charge: conspir-
acy to commit honest services 
fraud.

Federal prosecutors have 
accused him of pushing Spec-
tacle Entertainment’s desire to 
relocate two casinos through 

a 2019 bill, in exchange for a job 
paying upwards of $350,000 and an 

equity stake. Eberhart retired in 2022 
after 16 years in office, to fanfare.

And last year, a federal judge sen-
tenced former Sen. Brent Waltz and 
former Rep. John Keeler — a casino 
executive — to prison for election 
finance schemes involving Spectacle 
predecessor New Centaur. Waltz has 
since filed to overturn his sentence, 
reports Fox59.

I was up early this morning, earlier 
than usual considering I’ve now broken 
the habit of beating the sun out of bed. 
By 4:30 I was wide awake, but warm and 
comfortable, so I stretched out in the dark 
nearly an hour more to think about the 
day of change in front of me, one that I 
had anticipated with equal amounts of 
cheer and dread.

Although I am 
sounding rather dire and 
grim, all I really had on 
my mind were the tree 
trimmers who were to 
be at my place by first 
light. We were to see 
rain moving in sometime 
after noon, so they were 
coming to try to cut and 
trim as much as they 
could before it got wet. It 
was a project I have had 

planned for some time, and thought about 
way too often.

If all works out well, my old barn will 
be transformed this winter. An Amish 
friend has agreed to straighten the sag-
ging relic and cover it with metal siding. 
I put a roof on it 40 years ago, by myself, 
for in those days scaling a ladder with 
sheets of tin in hand and slapping red 
paint along the eaves 25 feet in the air 
didn’t much worry me. If I tried either 
now, I would probably become a statistic, 
earning a bit of print on the second page 
of this newspaper, perhaps.

With gambling legislation on pause, some push for reform
Others caution against hasty reactions 

to Rep. Sean Eberhart guilty plea

Not just a ‘green 
thing that stood 

in the way’

Mike Lunsford photo

An aged wild cherry tree stands in contrast 
to the morning sky just an hour before it 
and the neighboring trunk of an elm met 
the cutter’s saw last week.

MIKE 
LUNSFORD
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Tayton Collins, 9, or rather Mario of Mario Brothers fame, waves to fans during Saturday night’s Light Your Way Parade on Wabash Avenue 
in downtown Terre Haute.

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

During a visit to Miracle on 7th Street 
Sunday, one of the first stops 
for 6-year-old Elizabeth Arbuck-
le had to be a visit with Santa.

Santa and Mrs. Claus (alias 
Don and Brenda Toney) greeted 
children and families from the 
warmth of the Terre Haute Con-
vention Center, which hosted 
the vendor’s market for the first 
time this year. 

“She’s been talking about 
Santa the whole time here,” said Kathy 
Deem, Elizabeth’s grandmother. Deem 

and her husband recently moved to Terre 
Haute for her husband’s job and it was 
their first time to Miracle.

“I love that it’s indoors. Had it been 
outside, I would have been 
more reluctant to come,” 
Deem said. “It’s a nice set up 
and easy to browse.”

Miracle had some sig-
nificant changes this year, 
but by all accounts, it was a 
success, from huge crowds 
Saturday night at the Light 
Your Way Parade to the 
well-attended vendors event 

at the convention center.

SEASON CELEBRATION

Miracle on 7th Street a 
success, say organizers

Sue Loughlin/Tribune-Star

Bristol and Lennox Jones pose Sunday with 
Santa Claus at Miracle on 7th Street.

Photo gallery
 �See more 

photos from 
Saturday 
night’s parade with 
this story at www.
tribstar.com.
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In prior years, Miracle’s 
vendor event was in outdoor 
tents on Friday night and 
Saturday, concluding with 
the parade Saturday night. 
This year, Miracle started 
with the parade Saturday 
night and the vendor event 
was Sunday.

“It is going incredibly 
well,” Laken Richardson, a 
Miracle steering committee 
member, said early Sunday 
afternoon. The vendor event 
went from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“We’ve had such incred-
ible feedback from the ven-
dors and shoppers. They’re 
really loving the indoor expe-
rience,” she said.

People liked the conve-
nience and being inside and 
out of the elements, especial-
ly on a cloudy, cold, windy 
day such as it was Sunday. 
The convention center also 
offered food and drinks and 
it had a kids’ activity room — 
and Santa.

Outdoor activities includ-
ed heated igloos, fire pits, 
music and food trucks.

“I think for a Sunday, we 
had a lot more people than 
we ever anticipated,” Rich-
ardson said. People started 
coming right at 10 and it was 
steady all day. “It’s been a 
wonderful success.”

In the children’s activity 
room, Miracle volunteer 
Gretchen Kraut helped over-
see holiday crafts in which 
kids could make ornaments, 
picture holders and other 
items.

Members of Indiana State 
University’s Spirit Squad and 
St. Patrick’s School cheer 
team assisted.

At one of the tables, Clint 
Freet sat with 4-year-old son, 
Wyatt, who was busy making 
a colorful Christmas tree 
ornament. “I’m drawing … 
a rainbow Christmas decora-
tion,” Wyatt explained.

Freet said he’s been to 
other Miracle events the past 
few years. “Love the weather 
inside” this year, he said. “No 
wind chill. Love the drink 
options. It’s really a blessing 
to have the convention center 
in our community to be able 
to do something like this.”

He purchased a hand-
made pen and customized 
case from vendor Erick 
Schatz.

Also in the kids’ room 

was Amanda Higginbotham, 
who came with several fam-
ily members. “We do like it 
indoors. It’s warmer,” she said.

Whether indoor or out-
door, she enjoys the annual 
Miracle celebration. “But it 
is nice to be warm,” said her 
mom, Jackie Thornton,who 
liked the setup in the con-
vention center.

Higginbotham’s daughter, 
Reagan, age 10, who was 
making an ornament, said of 
Miracle, “I like how there’s 
activities and fun stuff to do.”

Vendor Jessica Fields, 
owner of Campbell Creek, 
said, “Traffic has been really 
good. I think we’re doing 
just as well if not better than 
what we would do outside.”

She liked the setup inside 
the convention center. In out-
door tents, “The crowds were 
so big, you couldn’t really 
enjoy anything because 
you had to keep the traffic 
flowing,” she said. “Here you 
have plenty of room. You 
can stop and look. You don’t 
feel that pressure to keep 
moving.”

Fields was doubtful about 
the change at first, but she’s 
been won over. “I’m definite-
ly in favor of this,” she said.

Outside, Bree Morton sat 
on a bale of straw beside a 
toasty fire pit and waited for 
companions who shopped 
inside.

Morton was nostalgic for 
past Miracles on 7th Street, 

“but it’s also nice to be warm 
… I guess I’m torn.”

Meanwhile, Frederik 
Schroder was among a group 
that occupied one of the out-
door, heated, igloos. A native 
of Germany, he also had 
purchased some items in the 
vendor’s market for family 
back home.

He is a manufacturing 
engineering manager for 
Thyssenkrupp Presta.

Other activities also took 
place in conjunction with 
Miracle. Admission to the 
Terre Haute Children’s Muse-
um was just $3, and Swope 
Art Museum offered holiday 
card making.
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We Put Local in
Terre Haute Radio!

Learn more about                         by visiting us at
www.dlcmediainc.com

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Maddox Gabbard, 9, high fives a gingerbread character during 
the Light Your Way Parade by Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College 
on Saturday on Wabash Avenue.
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Jason Mack of the Casey Dis-
tribution Center dances to the 
music played during the Light 
Your Way Parade on Saturday 
on Wabash Avenue.
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Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus wave to children of all ages during the Light Your Way Parade by Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College on Saturday on Wabash Avenue.
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Reaghan Simmons of the Terre Haute South color guard performs with her fellow members 
during the Light Your Way Parade by Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College on Saturday on Wabash 
Avenue.
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The Vigo County School Corporation’s entry for the Light Your Way Parade was a school bus decorated with a Grinch face  
on Saturday on Wabash Avenue.

Before the barn work, 
I needed to have the trim-
mers come to cut down 
an old wild cherry tree 
and a much healthier and 
younger walnut; both were 
tall and straight, but they 
bothered me. The first 
was clearly on its last legs, 
grown together with what 
remained of a big decay-
ing elm that died years 
ago. I could push a shovel 
handle into the base of its 
trunk and could see a split 
growing month by month 
up its side. It was perhaps 
60 feet tall, and even a bit 
of wind out of the east or 
south made me sweat to 
think of it.

The walnut had grown 
healthy and reasonably 
straight, but its branches 
reached out from my 
neighbor’s yard to shade 
the barn, something I 
used to welcome. But he, 
like me, had also tired of 
the walnuts falling in his 
grass, this year’s harvest 
a bumper crop. Day after 
day from mid-summer 
to late fall, we heard the 
green then black fruit 
dropping off limbs to bang 
like cannon fire on the 
metal roof. Thankfully, he 
agreed that it needed to go 
while I had the trimmers 
here. Just this past sum-
mer a limb from that tree 
blew all the way across 
the barn’s roof to hit my 
little writing cabin, so it 
was encroaching on sacred 
space.

Although I planned 
to have eight other trees 
trimmed, and one more 
— a smaller red pine — 
brought down, the two 
trees near the barn were 
important to me and will 
be missed.

My children played 
under the cherry with 
two friends, the younger 
brother and sister of my 
neighbor, when their par-
ents lived next door. It, in 
particular, was an oasis to 
the too-numerous squirrels 
we have on our place, and 
to the variety of wood-
peckers who had drilled 
in it in too many places 
to count as they searched 
for sap and fat black ants. 
Of course, it also provided 
us with shade — although 
a little less of it each year 
— and as a country kid 
who grew up without air 
conditioning, I have always 
appreciated that.

Years ago, I had to 
move toy trucks and bull-
dozers away from the base 
of those trees to mow, and 
not long ago I took one 
of the best photographs I 
have ever taken, one of a 
big red-shouldered hawk 
as it sat on an amputated 
and snowy limb of the 
dying elm. Even then both 
trees were slowly being 
reduced to mostly sawdust; 
surely they only stood 
because they were leaning 
on one another for support.

The bigger limbs of 
other trees that reach out 
across my house’s roof and 
driveway will be missed 
too, for even though it 
may just be the thought of 
change that I most fear, I 
also feel I hardly have the 
right to cut into a living 
thing, even if it threatens 
my asphalt shingles or my 
often-opened wallet. Just to 

hear the breeze move their 
leaves was a comfort to us, 
and the sawdust from their 
cutting fell on our shoul-
ders like snow.

Interesting enough, 
another friend posted a 
story from an online news-
letter on his social media 
page that featured the 
thoughts of William Blake, 
the innovative and cranky 
and often ignored English 
painter and poet. As quot-
ed in “The Marginalian,” it 
was in the summer of 1799 
that Blake traded a series 
of letters with the Rever-
end John Trusler, a man 
who had commissioned 
Blake to illustrate one of 
his manuscripts. Yet, Tru-
sler had also grown critical 
of Blake’s unique views of 
nature and religion and 
art, and the two traded 
their opinions.

Blake wrote in one 
letter: “The tree which 
moves some to tears of 
joy is in the eyes of others 
only a green thing which 
stands in the way. Some 
see nature all ridicule and 
deformity, and by these I 
shall not regulate my pro-
portions; and some scarce 
see nature at all. But to the 
eyes of the man of imagi-
nation, nature is imagina-
tion itself.”

Although I studied a bit 
of Blake’s poetry in college, 
and taught a little of it in 
a few of my classes, I have 
never really taken the time 
to try to understand him 
much. But I think I can 
comprehend what he con-
veyed in that letter, even 
though I lay no claim to 
being a “man of imagina-
tion” at all.

I speak about those 
now-gone trees like they 
were brothers, and I am 
sure our hard-working 
and friendly trimmers, my 
neighbor, and my long-suf-
fering wife, grew tired of 
my obsessing over some-
thing that clearly needed 
to be done. But the trees, 
particularly like the ones 
my children grew up with, 
like those that shaded us 
and provided a safe haven 
for our bluebirds and 
chickadees, were simply 
more than green things 
that stood in our way.

You can contact Mike 
Lunsford at hickory913@
gmail.com; his webpage 
is at www.mikelunsford.
com. Mike’s books are sold 
in several Wabash Valley 
stores, and at Amazon.
com.
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