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It’s Beginning to Look a Lot 
Like Christmas!

3347 Highway 41 South Terre Haute, IN
812-234-EYES (3937)
New Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm

CLOSED SUNDAY4,000 frames from designer to budget

Most insurance accepted.
Outside prescriptions filled in one hour. ONSITE LAB! 

FREE
Eye Exam
2 pair for $59!

We Beat ANY Price by 10%
Walk-ins welcome!

$2.00TRIBSTAR.COM TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2023
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ISU ROLLS TO 9TH VICTORY
Sycamores defeat Southern Indiana 98-54 on Saturday, SPORTS  B1

TOYS FOR TOTS
Marines come through with toys for 

kids at Christmas, NEWS — A3

By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

Butterburgers have taken up 
shop at the Wabash Valley Fair-
grounds south of Terre Haute.

Culver’s, the fast-food restau-
rant chain known for creating 
sandwiches using fresh ingredi-
ents, had a ribbon-cutting for its 
new southside location’s grand 
opening Monday morning.

Soon, fresh frozen custard 
and Wisconsin cheese curds were 
available in ample supply. Scoop-
ie, Culver’s mascot, participated in 
the festivities at this second Terre 

Haute Culver’s.
Speaking at the ribbon-cutting, 

Terre Haute Mayor Duke Bennett 
lauded the quality of Culver’s food 
and ambiance.

“You guys do it right,” he said.
Upon its opening, the eastside 

location on Indiana 46 was one of 
the most successful restaurants in 
the Culver’s chain.

“It started out really busy, but 
that was the community support 
helped ensure that it was a good 
fit,” said Matt Bilyeu, who owns 
both locations with his wife 
Renee.

Success naturally led to 

expanding to U.S. 41.
“The one on the east side has 

done well, and we always thought 
that the south was a better spot,” 
Matt said. “We just couldn’t figure 
out where it made sense to be.”

He added that he wanted “to 
bring some vision to this side of 
town,” and opened the fairgrounds 
location four years to the week 
after the one on the east side.

The new location incorporates 
the Bilyeus’ four years of sup-
porting local agriculture into the 
restaurant’s theme.

New Culver’s opens off U.S. 41 South at fairgrounds
Trace Harruff 
and Rick 
Harruff, who 
oversaw con-
struction of the 
fairgrounds 
Culver’s, and 
restaurant own-
ers Matt and 
Renee Bilyeu 
hang out with 
Scoopie — the 
Culver’s mascot 
— on Monday 
morning.
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TRIBUNE-STAR 
CHRISTMAS BASKET FUND

 �Since 1928 the 
Tribune-Star and 
its employees have 
raised funds for 
Christmas baskets to 
help feed families in 
need. Baskets will be 
delivered on Saturday, 
Dec. 23. 

 �This year’s goal for the Tribune-Star Christmas Basket 
Fund is $26,000, which will provide bountiful Christmas 
dinners to 675 families.

Beginning balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,710
In memory of Mildred & Leonard Busiere 
and Donna & Bob Snedeker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,810

To donate:
Please mail donations to: Tribune-Star, Attention 
Christmas Basket Fund, P.O. Box 149, Terre Haute, IN 
47808. Online donations can be made at wvcf.org/
tribstarchristmasbasket. The Wabash Valley Community 
Foundation administers the donated funds; contributions 
are tax deductible.

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

Initially after the Nov. 28 fire at West Vigo 
High School, Superintendent Chris Himsel had 
concerns it might be after winter break before 
classes could resume in person at 
the school.

But thanks to all who stepped 
up — including a quick response 
by fire departments — West Vigo 
Middle School had only two 
elearning days and was back that 
Friday, and the high school had 
only three elearning days and was 
back in school Dec. 4.

John Newport, VCSC chief 
operating officer for facilities, provided a detailed 
report Monday evening to the Vigo County School 
Board on the fire and the response.

HOLIDAY 
RIDE
S

aint Mary-of-the-Woods College equine studies 
seniors rode horseback around campus Monday to 
spread holiday cheer.

Each year on study Monday, a day free of classes 
for students to focus on their finals, senior equine students 
go from building to building to sing Christmas carols.

They take time to dress up and decorate their horses for 
the occasion, using hats, socks, blankets and more.

Teah Taylor, a transfer student at SMWC, helped organize 
the event this year.

“I think it really helps bond the two campuses together,” 
Taylor said while atop of her horse, Solomon. “It’s some-
thing special the SMWC offers not only to the main campus 
but the community as well.”

The riders also stopped at Providence Health Care and 
the Sisters of Providence administration building.

Lillian Bouton, a junior from Indianola, Illinois, pets the 
horse (top right) that Equine Department Chair Edward Fer-
guson rides while Katie Wendoorf, a senior at Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods College, (middle right) sings Christmas carols 
during the Holiday Equine Ride the Conservatory of Music 
building.

Taylor (bottom, second from the left) said it’s a special 
tradition where the riders can “see our friends on campus 
and spread some holiday cheer.” A senior equine student 
smiles (lower right) as she sings carols during the Holiday 
Equine Ride outside of the Conservatory of Music building.
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VCSC gives 
update on 
West Vigo 

schools fi re

HIMSEL

Turn to FIRE, A5


