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Mark your calendars! 
You have ONE MORE WEEKEND to see 

THE LION, THE WITCH, 
AND THE WARDROBE 

at the Community Theatre of Terre Haute

Join us December 8 & 10 
Secure your tickets for this
classic tale at CTTH.org!

For more information, visit CTTH.org.

Have a hard-to-dispose 

item that can’t fit in your weekly 

trash pick-up? We have an app 

that will help with that. It’s 

called “Vigo County Recycles” 

and it is free to download on 

Google Play or App Store.

SENIOR’S
LET US HELP YOU

get the best fit for your needs

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
Call us at 812-878-0935

or visit us online at
cardinalsbrokerservices.com

HEALTH INSURANCE
QUESTIONS ANSWERED

1 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE!

CALL TODAY!
812-478-2400

• Restaurant Style Dining
• Housekeeping
• Lifestyle 360 Program
• Maintenance & Transportation

Tribune-Star staff report

Vigo County legislators 
released online surveys to 
gather constituents’ feed-
back on important issues 
prior to the beginning of 
the 2024 legislative session.

To get started on the 
survey, lawmakers ask 
Hoosiers to visit their state 
representative’s webpage at 
one of the following links 
and click on the red “Take 
My Survey” button:

State Rep. Bruce Bor-
ders, R-Jasonville, House 
District 45, in.gov/h45.

State Rep. Bob Heaton, 
R-Terre Haute, House Dis-
trict 46, in.gov/h46.

State Rep. Alan Morri-
son, R-Brazil, House District 
42, in.gov/h42.

To complete online sur-
veys, constituents must be a 

resident of the district and 
submit it by the Dec. 31 
deadline. Constituents can 
check which House district 
they reside in by visiting 
the Indiana General Assem-
bly’s website at iga.in.gov, 
clicking on “Find Your 
Legislator” on the homep-
age and entering a home 
address. Constituents can 
also expect to receive or 
may have already received 
a copy of their state repre-
sentative’s survey mailer in 
their mailboxes.

The 2024 legislative ses-
sion begins Jan. 8 and must 
conclude by March 14. 
Hoosiers can stay informed 
and engaged by visiting 
iga.in.gov, where they can 
watch session and commit-
tee meetings, read proposed 
bills, and view calendars 
and agendas.

Wabash Valley legislators 
release online surveys

Corrections Policy
The Tribune-Star’s jour-

nalists and content han-
dlers strive to be fair and 
accurate in all phases of 
reporting, writing, photog-
raphy and presentation.

We correct errors as 
soon as possible.

Report an error
 � In obituaries — call 

812-231-4343. If you are 
connected to voicemail, 
please leave your name, 
phone number and brief 
message describing the 
error. An obituary clerk 
will return your call. The 
obituary desk is staffed 
weekdays until 5 p.m. 
Email: obituary@tribstar.
com.

 � In news stories — 
You may contact the news 
reporter directly (phone 
numbers and email 
addresses are posted at 
the end of an article), or 
Content Editor Mark Fitton 
at 812-231-4333, mark.fit-
ton@tribstar.com or News/
Digital Editor Alicia Mor-
gan at 812-231-4298, alicia.
morgan@tribstar.com.

 � In sports stories 
— You may contact the 
reporter directly, email 
sports@tribstar.com.

 � If you want to make 
a general comment about 
the accuracy or fairness of 
any of our news stories, 
photography, headlines, 
story selections and place-
ment, or editorials, please 
contact Editor Max Jones 
at 812-231-4336, max.
jones@tribstar.com.

By Niki Kelly
Indiana Capital Chronicle 

Indianapolis

The Indiana Supreme 
Court Disciplinary Com-
mission on Monday filed a 
petition asking to release a 
conditional agreement signed 
by Indiana Attorney General 
Todd Rokita after he publicly 
denied wrongdoing following 
a settlement.

The petition said Roki-
ta’s public statements are 
inconsistent with what he 
agreed to in the conditional 
agreement and have caused 
confusion.

The agreement and relat-
ed affidavit are generally 
confidential under court 
rules.

“Respondent’s actions 
flouted the authority of the 
Court, called into question 
the sincerity of Respondent’s 
assertions to the Court in his 
Conditional Agreement and 
affidavit, and caused damage 
to the public’s perception of 
the integrity and justness of 
the attorney discipline sys-
tem,” the motion said.

Rokita responded late 
Monday night, saying he 
took responsibility for two of 
the three accusations made 
against him when the allega-
tions were filed.

In his latest response, 
Rokita said he is not aware 
of any requirement to indi-
cate contrition with every 
public statement.

“Nothing I said or signed 
was false. The Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office cannot “un-con-
fuse” a media who has a 
predetermined narrative,” a 
statement from Rokita said. 
“Ultimately, this is about my 
opponents pressuring the 
Disciplinary Commission and 
the courts to do what they 

can’t do at the ballot box.”
Rokita was publicly rep-

rimanded by the Indiana 
Supreme Court in November 
for his televised comments 
about the doctor who over-
saw a medication abortion 
for a 10-year-old rape victim 
from Ohio.

But immediately after the 
settlement was made pub-
lic, Rokita issued a defiant 
statement in which he called 
his comments “truthful” and 
“factual” and attacked the 
news media, medical field 
and “cancel culture.”

The court had ruled 
that Rokita violated two of 
the Rules of Professional 
Conduct for lawyers. They 
said Rokita’s comments 
constituted an “extrajudicial 
statement” that he knew — or 
reasonably should’ve known 
— would be publicly dissem-
inated and would prejudice 
related legal proceedings.

It also held his statements 
had “no substantial purpose” 
other than to embarrass or 
burden Dr. Caitlin Bernard, 
who performed the abortion 

in question.
In a sworn affidavit to the 

court, Rokita admitted to the 
two violations and acknowl-
edged he couldn’t have 
defended himself successfully 
on the charges if the matter 
were tried.

In exchange for those 
admissions, the Indiana 
Supreme Court Disciplinary 
Commission agreed to dis-
miss a third charge: inten-
tionally making or directing 
others to make public state-
ments about the investiga-
tion before it was referred to 
the Medical Licensing Board 
— which the commission 
alleged was “in contravention 
of the duty of confidentiality 
required” under state law.

The court said Rokita’s 
“acceptance of responsibility,” 
cooperation during the disci-
plinary process and his clean 
disciplinary history were 
mitigating factors.

“But that same length of 
experience also ‘counsels that 
he should have known bet-
ter’ than to conduct himself 
in the manner he did,” the 

ruling noted.
Chief Justice Loretta Rush 

and Justice Christopher Goff 
dissented from the public 
reprimand as the means of 
punishment because they 
believed it was too lenient, 
the court’s opinion noted.

The commission now says 
negotiations with Rokita to 
voluntarily release the docu-
ments are at an impasse and 
that Indiana law allows the 
court to release otherwise 
confidential information 
under special circumstances.

“The Commission believes 
that the public interest will 
best be served by allowing 
public access to the Con-
ditional Agreement and 
the accompanying affidavit 
signed by Respondent. 
Respondent’s public state-
ments in his press release, 
particularly his remark that 
he “was found not to have 
violated anyone’s confidenti-
ality or any law” have creat-
ed confusion as to whether 
Respondent admitted to any 
misconduct and the extent 
of the reprimanded miscon-
duct.”

The commission said it 
has received requests for 
the documentation from the 
media and believes it is in 
the public interest “to obtain 
a clearer account of what 
Respondent admitted to and 
the full extent of his repri-
manded conduct.”

Since the initial settle-
ment, several Hoosiers have 
filed new complaints. That 
has resulted in a second 
investigation, the Indiana 
Citizen reported.

This and other Indiana 
Capital Chronicle are avail-
able at indianacapitalchron-
icle.com.

Disciplinary commission fi les
to unseal Rokita agreement  

AP/fi le

The conduct of Indiana Attorney General Todd Rokita, shown 
here in a fi le photo, is the subject of a second inquiry by the 
Indiana Supreme Court Disciplinary Commission, which is now 
asking the court to unseal an earlier affi davit fi led by Rokita.
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Karen Dyer has been 
hired as director of strategic 
initiatives with the Terre 
Haute Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau and will begin 
her new duties Jan. 1, the 
CVB announced Tuesday.

She has been the exec-
utive vice president for 
Advancement and Strategic 
Initiatives at Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods College and 
has more than 27 years of 
experience in higher educa-
tion fundraising and project 
development.

The CVB position will 
drive strategic initiatives for 
the bureau and support the 
development of long-term 
growth plans in conjunction 
with the community’s overall 

expansion 
in tourism, 
according 
to a news 
release from 
the CVB.

Dyer 
also will be 
responsible 
for oversee-
ing projects including fund-
ing and community outreach 
campaigns.

The CVB witnessed 
record innkeeper tax reve-
nues in 2023, at $3 million to 
date. In addition, its work on 
the See You in Terre Haute 
external outreach has helped 
facilitate direct ties to visitors 
and their time and money 
spent in the community.

“With an additional 1.1 

million new visitors expected 
in 2024 at the opening of the 
casino and the ever-growing 
expansion of venues such as 
the Terre Haute Convention 
Center, Lavern Gibson Cross 
Country Course, Griffin 
Bike Park, The Mill, and the 
potential upcoming indoor/
outdoor sports facility, and 
more, visitor awareness is 
part of the strategic plan for 
retaining regular visitors to 
our community,” said David 
Patterson, CVB executive 
director.

“We aren’t just working to 
have them visit one time; we 
want to create memorable 
experiences that retain their 
interest in Terre Haute.”

Dyer has led many 
high-level, multi-million-dol-

lar projects requiring fund-
raising initiatives, organiza-
tional skills, collaboration 
and relationship-building.

Most recently, she led the 
strategic and master plan-
ning efforts and coordinated 
fundraising to build the Kno-
erle Sports Center at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College.

“My unique experiences 
in higher education afford-
ed me the opportunity to 
prepare for this important 
role serving the communi-
ty,” Dyer said in the news 
release.

She added, “My diverse 
background equips me to hit 
the ground running, and I’m 
excited about levering my 
skills to help our community 
continue to grow.”

Karen Dyer accepts new position with 
TH Convention and Visitors Bureau

DYER
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Catherine Saunders 
has been promoted to vice 
president for advancement 
at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College, effective Jan. 1, 
2024.

Saunders has served as 
the associate vice president 
for advancement for more 
than five 
years, 
according 
to a news 
release 
from the 
college.

Saun-
ders is 
a 1998 
graduate of SMWC and 
has more than 25 years 
experience in higher edu-
cation and not-for-profit 
leadership. She served as 
executive vice president of 
the Indiana State University 
Foundation before return-
ing to SMWC.

Saunders was instru-
mental in the fundraising 
and renovations of Le Fer 
Hall community spaces 
and the Conservatory of 
Music’s Harvey Auditorium, 
front steps and its new 
grant-funded ADA all-gen-

der restroom, according to 
The Woods.

“In recent years there 
has been a true renaissance 
at The Woods. The energy 
is palpable, and it is thrill-
ing to be a part of it. As 
the programs and student 
population continues to 
grow, I know the work our 
team is doing is important 
and we are contributing 
to something special that 
is happening out here at 
SMWC,” said Saunders. “It 
is a blessing to connect our 
alumni to today’s Woods 
through our efforts.”

Karen Dyer is stepping 
down as executive vice 
president for advancement 
and strategic initiatives to 
take on a newly created 
role, director of strategic 
initiatives, at the Terre 
Haute Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau.

Dyer has been at SMWC 
since 2012 and worked on 
campaigns such as expand-
ing the Jeanne Knoerle 
Sports and Recreation Cen-
ter, overseeing the annual 
Woods Fund and more. She 
will continue to work with 
the college as a consultant 
on various projects.

SMWC names new vice 
president for advancement

SAUNDERS
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U.S. Rep. Larry Bucshon, 
R-8th, has announced the 
winners of 2023 Congressio-
nal App Challenge.

The Congressional App 
Challenge is a competition 
designed to engage students 
from across the country in 
computer science and coding.

The competition is 
intended to promote student 
engagement in STEM fields 
and to encourage them to 
pursue skills that will serve 
them throughout their 
careers, according to a news 
release.

Students in middle or 
high school are encouraged 
to compete by creating and 
exhibiting an app for mobile, 
tablet, or computer devices 
on a platform of their choice. 

The winners of the 2023 
Congressional App Challenge 
for Indiana’s 8th Congressio-
nal District are:

1st Place: Squarey’s 
Mathematical Adventure cre-
ated by Tolen Schreid, Jonah 
Wu, Michael Greif and Nich-
olas Braeman from Signature 
School in Evansville.

2nd Place: Carp Detect 
AS created by Britain Sisk, 
Colton Minnett and Braxton 
Idwine from South Ver-
million Middle School in 
Clinton.

3rd Place: Cancer Scan-
ner Tanner created by Ben 
Shryock, Ashton Smith, Abby 
Welker and Piper Sparks 
from South Vermillion Mid-
dle School in Clinton.

“I am thrilled to celebrate 
the remarkable achieve-
ments of the winners of the 
2023 Congressional App 
Challenge, a testament to 
the creativity and ingenuity 
of Indiana’s 8th district stu-
dents,” said Bucshon. “In a 
world increasingly shaped by 
technology, fostering STEM 
skills is paramount and I 
will continue to advocate 
and encourage students to 
use technology to address 
important issues.
“Congratulations to these tal-
ented students; your ability 
to think critically and prob-
lem-solve will undoubtedly 
play a crucial role in shaping 
the future of Indiana and our 
nation.”

Rep. Bucshon announces 
winners of Congressional 

App Challenge


