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By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

B y 10:45 a.m. Tuesday, Woods 
Giving Day had already 
surpassed last year’s one-day 
fundraising total, owing to a 

generous challenge match from alum-
na/trustee Mary Kay Campbell Watson 
and husband Al, also a trustee.

The Watsons pledged $40,000 to 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College if 
500 unique donors contributed by 
Monday, the day before the big event.

The college had 516 donors in 
response to the challenge. 

Woods Giving Day surpasses 2023 fundraising total

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College freshman Annika Hannigan makes a phone call Tuesday to a potential donor during 
the Woods’ Giving Day on the SMWC campus.

Artist Bob East 
draws the cari-
catures of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods 
College students 
Peyton Rush and 
Claire Donald on 
Tuesday during the 
Woods’ Giving Day. 
East was on hand 
to provide carica-
tures for anyone 
during the college’s 
day of giving.

Tribune-Star/
Joseph C. Garza

By Casey Smith
Indiana Capital Chronicle • Indianapolis

A new dashboard unveiled Tuesday 
by the Indiana Attorney General’s Office 
makes public more than two dozen 
allegations of “potentially inappropriate 
materials” in Hoosier schools, such as 
critical race theory materials and gen-
der identity policies.

But several local officials said they 

weren’t made aware of the complaints 
and contend the allegations were not 
properly vetted before the portal went live.

Attorney General Todd Rokita 
referred to “Eyes on Education” as 
a transparency tool that intends to 
“empower parents to further engage in 
their children’s education” and provide 
“real examples of indoctrination.”

The portal accepts submissions 
pertaining to K-12 classrooms, colleges, 
universities and “other affiliated aca-
demic entities in Indiana.”

It is unclear how, or if, the accuracy 
of the allegations posted to the portal 

are vetted.
As of Tuesday afternoon, “Eyes on 

Education” listed complaints lodged 
against 13 public K-12 school districts, 
as well as Indiana University’s School of 
Medicine.

“As I travel the state, I regularly hear 
from students, parents and teachers 
about destructive curricula, policies or 
programs in our schools,” Rokita said 
in a statement, adding that the portal 
allows Hoosier parents to “view real 
examples of socialist indoctrination 
from classrooms across the state.”

School offi cials push back on ‘Eyes on Education’
Dashboard stirs controversy, 
questions about motivations

Screenshot from X/Twitter video

Indiana Attorney General Todd Rokita unveiled his offi ce’s new 
“Eyes on Education” transparency portal on Monday.Turn to EYES, A7

ASPIRATION
ACHIEVED By Eric Tucker and 

Alanna Durkin Richer 
Associated Press • Washington

A federal appeals panel 
ruled Tuesday that Donald 
Trump can face trial on 
charges that he plotted to 
overturn the results of the 
2020 election, sharply reject-
ing the former president’s 
claims that he is immune 
from prosecution while set-
ting the stage for additional 
challenges that could further 
delay the case.

The ruling is signifi-
cant not only for its stark 
repudiation of Trump’s 
novel immunity claims but 
also because it breathes 
life back into a landmark 
prosecution that had been 
effectively frozen for weeks 
as the court considered the 
appeal. Yet the one-month 
gap between when the 

court heard arguments and 
issued its ruling has already 
created uncertainty about 
the timing of a trial in a cal-
endar-jammed election year, 
with the judge overseeing 
the case last week canceling 
the initial March 4 date.

Turn to WOODS, A7

Immunity denied
Trump is not immune from 

prosecution in election interference 
case, U.S. appeals court says

AP/fi le

Former President Donald 
Trump speaks to the media 
at a Washington hotel on Jan. 
9 after attending a hearing 
before the D.C. Circuit Court 
of Appeals at the federal 

Turn to DENIED, A7

By Stephen Groves, 
Mary Clare Jalonick 
and Aamer Madhani 

Associated Press • Washington

A Senate deal on border 
enforcement measures and 
Ukraine aid suffered a swift 
and total collapse Tuesday 
as Republicans withdrew 
support despite President Joe 
Biden urging Congress to 
“show some spine” and stand 
up to Donald Trump.

Just minutes after the 
Democratic president’s 
remarks at the White House, 

Senate 
Republican 
Leader Mitch 
McConnell 
emerged 
from a GOP 
luncheon at 
the Capitol 
and acknowl-
edged that 

the deal was dead.
“It looks to me and to 

most of our members that 
we have no real chance here 
to make a law,” the Kentucky 
Republican told reporters.

Border, Ukraine 
deal collapses

Border security and Ukraine aid 
crumbles despite Biden’s plea for 

Congress to ‘show some spine’

BIDEN

Turn to DEAL, A8
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HEALTH INSURANCE
QUESTIONS ANSWERED

“Our kids need to focus 
on fundamental educational 
building blocks,” he con-
tinued, “NOT ideology that 
divides kids from their par-
ents and normal society.”

Anyone can submit to 
the portal. An “education 
transparency form” asks 
submitters to give their name 
and contact information, as 
well as the school name and 
associated documents.

The attorney general’s 
office said it will “follow up” 
using investigative tools like 
public records requests on 
materials submitted to the 
portal that may violate Indi-
ana law.

But no such information 
has been made available yet, 
and at least eleven school 
districts named in the por-
tal indicated to the Capital 
Chronicle on Tuesday they 
were unaware of the portal 
postings and had not been 
contacted by the attorney gen-
eral’s office.

At least seven districts said 
portal submissions were out 
of date or inaccurate. None 
of those district’s responses 
were public on the portal on 
Tuesday.

Staff at the attorney gener-
al’s office acknowledged that 
some of the complaints on the 
portal are already years old, 
but maintained that “many” 
of the submissions came from 
educators and have merit.

Still, Rep. Ed DeLaney, 
D-Indianapolis, said “there are 
a lot of issues” with the portal 
and the entire matter is out-
side of the attorney general’s 
purview. He emphasized, too, 
that Rokita is “causing enor-
mous problems for people — 
and he’s interfering with the 
normal political process.”

“If there’s someone in 
those school districts who’s 
unhappy, they should be 
encouraged to go to the 
authorities in that school dis-
trict. (Rokita) does not have 
a roving policy to investigate 
anything that he thinks is 
wrong,” said DeLaney. To stir 
up controversy, seek to create 
lawsuits — he’s supposed to 

defend lawsuits or bring them 
as needed, not go around 
trolling for lawsuits.

“Eyes on Education” lists 
school corporations and 
associated documents in list 
form. The portal does not say 
who submitted each piece of 
information or when it was 
received by the attorney gen-
eral’s office, but some posted 
documents include names, 
addresses and other contact 
details for submitters, possi-
bly inadvertently.

As long as the submitter’s 
identity checks out — and 
Rokita’s office is confident 
the documents are from the 
indicated school — documents 
are made public. It’s up to 
schools to contact the attorney 
general after that. The portal 
will be updated with those 
responses, too, according to 
the office.

Some of the examples 
— such as a quiz about con-
servative and liberal views 
— don’t specify the precise 
school on the document itself. 
Another picture purports to 
a be a photo of a Black Lives 
Matter flag in a school but 
there is no proof included.

Another example live on 
the portal is a gender support 
plan from the Clark-Pleasant 
Community School Corpora-
tion, which includes policies 
around privacy, confidential-
ity, preferred pronouns and 
restroom use for transgender 
students.

Clark-Pleasant spokesper-
son Rick Hightower told the 
Capital Chronicle that policy 
is out of date and is no longer 
in effect, however.

“I am disappointed in 
the release of this incorrect 
information and the fact that 
no one from the Attorney 
General’s office reached out to 
us to verify this information. 
Please confirm receipt of this 
email and confirm that this 
error has been corrected,” 
district superintendent Tim 
Edsell wrote to Rokita’s office 
in an email.

Other submissions on the 
portal make complaints about 
discussions and activities 
around “privilege” and critical 
race theory in Noblesville 
schools.

Spokesperson Marnie 

Cooke said the district was 
“not aware of the site until 
this morning and were not 
given an opportunity to dis-
cuss it with the AG’s office.” 
She noted the examples listed 
are “old” and “not in use.”

Paul White, superinten-
dent at New Prairie United 
Schools, said the district was 
not notified that a complaint 
was made about its “gender 
support plan” — a document 
White said “is not accurate.”

Carmel Clay Schools 
spokesperson Emily Bauer 
said her district also was not 
previously notified regarding 
the attorney general’s new 
portal “or asked to confirm 
the validity of submitted 
screenshots.”

“Multiple documents clear-
ly originated from a now-de-
funct outside special interest 
group, and others appear to 
be online quizzes with no 
additional context provided. 
As a tool for purported trans-
parency, it is irresponsible to 
portray these screenshots as 
curriculum, as CCS follows 
the Indiana State Standards,” 
Bauer said.

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Indiana said 
Tuesday the portal is a way 
to “report schools teaching 
important racial equity and 
LGBTQ topics, in an effort 
to intimidate teachers from 
discussing these issues with 
students.

In an interview with the 
Daily Signal — a news outlet 
of the conservative Heritage 
Foundaton — Rokita said all 
entries to the online portal 
would be vetted, and “rumor 
mill” submissions will not 
make it to publication.

But at least one section on 
I.U. School of Medicine Dean 
Jay Hess includes hearsay by 
the submitter.

For instance, one section of 
that document includes spec-
ulation on “proposed actions/
legislation I have heard as 
possibilities.”

This and other Indiana 
Capital Chronicle articles 
are available at indianacap-
italchronicle.com. A longer 
version of this article also is 
available at www.tribstar.
com.
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College senior Polet Horton talks to a potential donor during the 
Woods’ Giving Day on Tuesday in the Rooney Center on the SMWC campus.

Last year, the entire event 
raised nearly $300,000 and 
by 10:45 a.m. Tuesday, it had 
surpassed that at $365,000 
involving 585 donors.

The goal this year was 
1,000 unique donors in 24 
hours.

“It’s the single largest 
fundraising day of the year 
for Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College,” said Jessica Craw-
ford, college advancement 
officer.

Dollars generated go to 
the Woods Fund, the col-
lege’s general, unrestricted 
operating fund, and money 
raised will go toward student 
scholarships, renovation of 
historic buildings, academic 
programs and athletic teams.

Woods Giving Day “is 
very important to the college 
and helps us raise about one-
third of our total budgeted 
Woods Fund goal of $1.1 mil-
lion,” Crawford said.

More than 100 volunteers 
assisted making calls on 
Tuesday, including trustees, 
students, alumni, faculty and 
staff.

Among the volunteers 
was Polet Horton, a senior 
from Terre Haute who will 

graduate in May. She has 
participated in Woods Giving 
Day all four years and enjoys 
the sense of community and 
the connections she makes 
with Woods graduates from 
years past.

Woods Giving Day is 
also important because it 
helps with scholarships that 
enable students to attend The 
Woods, she said.

Horton is double major-
ing in nursing and kinesi-
ology. She works at Union 
Hospital as a patient care 
tech and hopes to transition 
to a registered nurse position 
there after graduation.

“Being a first generation 
student, I wasn’t really sure 
what to expect of the college 
experience. But The Woods 
has a special legacy,” she 
said.

She’s received much 
support from her peers and 
faculty. “They love their 
students” and encourage 
them to meet their profes-
sional goals and to maintain 
connections to the college, 
Horton said.

Also reaching out to 
donors was Annika Han-
nigan, a freshman form 
Chicago, who is majoring in 
kinesiology and also plays on 
the softball team.

She benefits from scholar-
ship support, she said.

The college is special, 
Hannigan said. “Everyone 
here is so kind. I’ve met so 
many friends from so many 
different groups and ages. It 
really is a community.”

The donations help “with 
everything we have going 
on as well as academics and 
athletics,” she said. “Having 
these donations come in real-
ly does mean a lot, for me 
and the school.”

As of 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
there were more than 1,000 
donors and more than 
$400,000 was raised.

Those wanting to give can 
go to: Giving.smwc.edu.

Or, they can call 888-769-
0013.

Fundraising extended 
through 11:59 p.m. Tuesday.

Many donors issued 
challenges for matching 
donations.

Community partners 
participating include ISU 
Federal Credit Union, Azzip 
Pizza, Chick-fil-A, Littler Bear 
Coffee Company, Culver’s, 
and The Cottage, which have 
specials and offerings to help 
SMWC raise money.

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.com 
Follow Sue on Twitter @
TribStarSue
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Trump’s team vowed to 
appeal, which could post-
pone the case by weeks or 
months — particularly if 
the Supreme Court agrees 
to take it up. The appeals 
panel, which included two 
appointees by President 
Joe Biden and one Repub-
lican-appointed judge, 
gave Trump a week to ask 
the Supreme Court to get 
involved.

The eventual trial date 
carries enormous political 
ramifications, with special 
counsel Jack Smith’s team 
hoping to prosecute Trump 
this year and the Republi-
can front-runner seeking 
to delay it until after the 
November election. If 
Trump were to defeat Biden, 
he could presumably try 
to use his position as head 
of the executive branch to 
order a new attorney gen-
eral to dismiss the federal 
cases he faces or potentially 
could seek a pardon for 
himself.

Tuesday’s unanimous 
ruling is the second time 
since December that judges 
have held that Trump can 
be prosecuted for actions 
undertaken while in the 
White House and in the 
run-up to Jan. 6, 2021, when 
a mob of his supporters 
stormed the U.S. Capitol.

The opinion, which had 
been expected given the 
skepticism with which the 
panel greeted the Trump 
team’s arguments, was 
unsparing in its repudiation 
of Trump’s novel claim that 
former presidents enjoy 
absolute immunity for 
actions that fall within their 
official job duties.

“For the purpose of this 
criminal case, former Pres-
ident Trump has become 
citizen Trump, with all of 
the defenses of any other 
criminal defendant,” the 
court wrote. “But any exec-
utive immunity that may 
have protected him while 
he served as President no 
longer protects him against 
this prosecution.”

The judges said the 
public interest in criminal 
accountability “outweighs 
the potential risks of chill-
ing Presidential action,” 
turning aside the claim that 

a president has “unbounded 
authority to commit crimes” 
that would prevent the rec-
ognition of election results 
or violate the rights of citi-
zens to vote.

“We cannot accept that 
the office of the Presidency 
places its former occupants 
above the law for all time 
thereafter,” the judges wrote.

A Trump spokesman 
said Tuesday that Trump 
would appeal the ruling 
“in order to safeguard the 
Presidency and the Constitu-
tion.” And in a post on Truth 
Social after the ruling was 
issued, Trump insisted that 
a president “must have Full 
Immunity in order to prop-
erly function and do what 
has to be done for the good 
of our Country.”

The U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit took cen-
ter stage in the immunity 
dispute after the Supreme 
Court in December said it 
was at least temporarily 
staying out, rejecting a 
request from Smith’s team 
to take up the matter quick-
ly and issue a speedy ruling. 
But the high court could yet 
decide to act on a Trump 
appeal.

There is no timetable for 
the Supreme Court to act, 
but the justices are likely to 
seek Smith’s input before 
deciding whether to keep 
the legal rulings against the 
former president in place. If 
the court declines to consid-
er the appeal, U.S. District 
Judge Tanya Chutkan would 
be able to restart the trial 
proceedings.

If on the other hand the 
Supreme Court accedes to 
Trump’s request, any time-

table it establishes would 
determine how much longer 
the trial might be delayed. 
If the court grants Trump’s 
request without speeding up 
the appeals process, Trump 
would likely have until 
early May before he would 
need to file his full appeal. 
But the justices could set 
much quicker deadlines for 
reaching a final decision.

The Supreme Court has 
previously held that pres-
idents are immune from 
civil liability for official acts, 
and Trump’s lawyers have 
for months argued that that 
protection should be extend-
ed to criminal prosecution 
as well.

They said the actions 
Trump was accused of in his 
failed bid to cling to power 
after he lost the 2020 elec-
tion, including badgering 
his vice president to refuse 
to certify the results of the 
election, all fell within the 
“outer perimeters” of a pres-
ident’s official acts.
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