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Terre Haute Street Closings
 � From March 4 through 

Nov. 1, Springhill Drive will be 
restricted to eastbound traffi c 
only from 12th Street to Canal 
Street. No westbound traffi c 
will be permitted.

 � From 7 a.m. March 
4 to 5 p.m. March 8, the 
intersection of 23rd and Elm 
will be closed for replacement 
of a water main valve.

 � March 14 from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., intersection of 19th 
Street and Poplar will be 
closed for the painting of a 
shamrock at intersection..

 � March 16 from 6 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. 19th from Oak 
to Ohio and Ohio from 19th 

to Fruitridge Avenue will be 
closed for the Irish Dash.

 � April 8, from 11 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. 17th Street from 
Wabash Avenue to Warrenwill 
be closed for the CODA Solar 
Eclipse Block Party.

 � May 4, Eighth Street 
from Ohio Street to Wabash 
Avenue will be closed from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. for Ivy Tech’s 
annual Alumni Homecoming 
Block Party.

 � May 18 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m., Wabash Avenue 
from Sixth to Ninth streets 
will be close during the Going 
Topless for P.I.N.K. Jeep 
event.

Tribune-Star staff report

A 12-year-old boy 
was arrested on charges 
including auto theft and 
resisting law enforcement 
after reportedly leading city 
police officers on a short 
car chase about 2:30 a.m. 
Tuesday.

Officers said they saw 
two vehicles traveling at 
high speed on South Sev-
enth Street near Hulman 
Street, with those vehicles 
going airborne as they 
crossed the intersection.

Officers attempted a 
traffic stop, but both vehi-
cles refused to stop and a 
chase began.

One of the vehicles, a 
black Kia Optima, soon 
experienced mechanical 
failure, prompting the 
driver and passenger to 
flee from the vehicle near 
the intersection of South 
Seventh Street and College 
Avenue.

The driver, age 12, 

was caught and taken to 
the Vigo County Juvenile 
Center.

Further investigation 
revealed that the vehicle 
had recently been stolen 
elsewhere in the city. The 
juvenile was arrested on 
charges of auto theft, felony 
resisting law enforcement 
and misdemeanor resisting 
law enforcement.

The investigation contin-
ues, and police said further 
information might be 
released if permitted. Police 
are still looking for the sec-
ond vehicle.

THPD also warned 
it has observed that Kia 
vehicles are increasingly 
targeted by car thieves due 
to the ease of manipulating 
their ignition systems.

The department urges 
owners to bolster security 
measures by ensuring their 
Kias are locked at all times 
and using safety devices 
like steering wheel locks in 
an attempt to deter theft.

12-year-old arrested 
after police chase, also 
faces auto theft charge

By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

The Vigo County Com-
missioners voted Tuesday to 
hire a law firm to negotiate 
its ongoing relationship with 
Churchill Downs, owners 
of the Terre Haute Casino 
Resort.

Representing the county 
commissioners will be the 
law firm Bose, McKinney 
and Evans, which is based in 
Indianapolis.

The casino along East 
Margaret Avenue on the city’s 
east side is scheduled to open 
April 5, with the connected 
hotel to open May 15.

Commissioners held an 
executive, or closed, session 
Friday to discuss the casino.

“We just went through the 
local development agreement 
and discussed things that we 

had concerns 
with,” said 
Commis-
sioner Chris 
Switzer. That 
discussion led 
to the hiring 
Bose, McK-
inney and 
Evans.

Asked what issues initiat-
ed seeking out the law firm, 
Switzer said the commission-
ers are “not willing to discuss 
that yet.”

He added, “We’re going to 
see how these conversations 
go with the attorneys and 
then see what they think 
and move forward from 
there. Not really much to talk 
about yet, just some minor 
concerns.”

The law firm will bill the 
county on an hourly basis. 

Attorneys who will be work-
ing with the county include 
Gregory F. Hahn, whose rate 
is $875 an hour, Philip A. 
Sieuso, who bills $545 an 
hour, and Dustin J. Moloy, 
who charges $320 an hour. 
Other lawyers may work 
with the county as well, and 
sundry expenses and dis-
bursements will be charged 
to the county.

The commissioners also 
agreed to continue a part-
nership between the Vigo 
County Prosecutor’s Office 
and Indiana State University 
for the maintenance of a 
high-tech crime unit forensics 
team that serves the coun-
ties of Vigo, Clay, Fountain, 
Hendricks, Parke, Putnam, 
Sullivan and Vermillion.

The county is paying stu-
dents and professors for their 

services as well as providing 
necessary equipment.

The agreement is budget-
ed at $197,380.

The commissioners will 
present their annual State 
of the County presentation 
at 9 a.m. Wednesday at the 
Terre Haute Convention Cen-
ter. Registration is closed.

The commissioners 
started offering these presen-
tations four years ago as a 
response to the mayor’s State 
of the City address. Since 
Terre Haute Mayor Brandon 
Sakbun will be giving his 
speech later in the year, the 
commissioners decided to 
schedule their presentation 
earlier than usual.

David Kronke can be 
reached at 812-231-4232 or 
at david.kronke@tribstar.
com.

Vigo Board of Commissioners hires 
law fi rm for casino relationship

SWITZER

By Casey Smith
Indiana Capital Chronicle  

Indianapolis

A mandate to require 
reading-deficient third grad-
ers to be held back a year in 
school withstood challenges 
from Democrats on Monday 
— though some Republican 
lawmakers joined in oppos-
ing stricter retention.

The provision in question 
is part of a GOP literacy 
overhaul measure, Senate 
Bill 1, which seeks to remedy 
Indiana’s literacy “crisis” by 
requiring schools to admin-
ister the statewide IREAD 
test in second grade — a year 
earlier than current require-
ments — and directing new, 
targeted support to at-risk 
students and those struggling 
to pass the exam.

But if, after three tries, a 
third grader can’t meet the 
IREAD standard, legislators 
want school districts to retain 
them.

While much of the rest of 
the bill has received bipar-
tisan support, the retention 
language has come under 
increasing scrutiny from 
Democrats, parents, teachers 
and numerous education 
experts.

Rep. Ed DeLaney, D-Indi-
anapolis, offered an amend-
ment on the House floor 
in an attempt to strike the 
retention requirement from 
the bill. The effort failed in a 
36-56 vote, however.

All Democrats and eight 
Republicans voted in favor of 
the amendment, while five 
other Republicans chose not 
to vote at all.

“In light of the money 
we’re spending under this bill 

for education and training 
of the kids who are falling 
behind, there should be less 
need for retention, I hope and 
pray. But ultimately, the deci-
sion has to be the parents’,” 
DeLaney said. “This says 
we’re going to change what 
goes on in the family and in 
the life of an individual child 
because the General Assem-
bly deems it’s appropriate. 
That’s a very powerful action. 
In my view, the presence 
of this provision in the law 
undercuts all the positive 
parts of the bill.”

Another failed amend-
ment offered by DeLaney 
would have delayed the 
retention portion of the bill 
from taking effect until the 
2025-2026 academic year. 
Under the latest draft, the 
provision takes effect for the 
upcoming 2024-2025 school 
calendar.

“This is not the appro-
priate time to retain kids. I 
understand we’ve got to get 
them to read. It is a crisis,” 
said Rep. Tonya Pfaff, D-Terre 
Haute, referring to the latest 
reading scores showing that 
one in five Hoosier third 

graders continue to struggle.
“But it is kindergarten 

or first grade. We don’t need 
a high stakes test. Teachers 
know at the end of kinder-
garten if their kid is on track 
or not. Teachers know at the 
end of first grade if that kid 
is on track or not,” she con-
tinued. “Waiting until third 
grade … and the parent is 
now out of the equation, and 
we’re just going to mandato-
ry-retain them — it’s not the 
proper place to do it.”

Bill author Sen. Linda 
Rogers, R-Granger, and other 
Republicans have repeatedly 
said the proposal is not a 
“retention bill,” and holding 
Hoosier kids back in school 
should “be a last resort.” They 
maintain, too, that if literacy 
supports and remediation 
in Senate Bill 1 are properly 
implemented, no children 
will have to be retained.

Exceptions are carved out 
in Rogers’ bill for students 
who have been retained in 
third grade before, special-ed-
ucation students, certain 
English language learners, 
and students who pass the 
math portion of the statewide 

assessment and receive reme-
dial reading instruction.

Even so, Rep. Mike 
Andrade, D-Munster, 
authored an amendment to 
exclude English language 
learners from the retention 
mandate altogether, citing 
state and federal guidelines 
that holding students back 
should not be based solely on 
English language proficiency 
or on one piece of test data. 
His amendment failed 34-60.

Last year, 13,840 
third-graders did not pass 
IREAD, according to test 
data. Of those students, 5,503 
received an exemption and 
8,337 did not. But about 
95% of students without an 
exemption moved onto 4th 
grade and just 412 were 
retained.

Multiple education experts 
emphasized that third grade 
is a critical year for literacy 
because it’s at that time stu-
dents shift from learning to 
read toward reading to learn.

“The goal of this bill is 
not to retain a single student. 
However, if a student is not 
proficient in reading by third 
grade, we know that those 
students go on to have higher 
rates of dropping out. They 
enter DOC custody at higher 
rates. They have higher rates 
of teen pregnancy, and so 
on, and so forth,” said bill 
sponsor Rep. Jake Teshka, 
R-South Bend. “By not doing 
this, we would be failing our 
students.”

This and other Indiana 
Capital Chronicle articles 
are available at indianacap-
italchronicle.com. A longer 
version of this article also is 
available there.

Indiana House defeats amendments, 
keeps retention in literacy overhaul bill

Screenshot from livestream 

Indiana State Rep. Ed DeLaney, D-Indianapolis, offered several 
amendments to education bills Monday that were defeated.

TERRE HAUTE
Country Star Travis 
Tritt to perform at 
The Mill on June 27

Country artist Travis Tritt 
is coming to The Mill as a part 
of the Hoosier Lottery Concert 
Series on June 27.

Tickets go on sale at 10 a.m. 
March 8 and are available at 
TheMillTerreHaute.com.

Tritt embarked on his music 
journey three decades ago, 
blending Southern rock, blues, 
and gospel into country music. 
With hits like “Country Club” 
and “Help Me Hold On,” he 
emerged as a star in the early 
‘90s alongside country icons 
like Garth Brooks and Alan 
Jackson.

Tritt’s honors include over 
30 million career album sales, 
two Grammys, and three CMA 
Awards. He has entertained 
fans worldwide, performing 
at major events including the 
Olympics and Super Bowls.

Ticket prices are $99 for 
VIP Standing Pit, $69 for 
VIP (seats allowed) and $39 
for general admission (seats 
allowed). 

For more information about 
this performance and other live 
shows at The Mill, visit 
TheMillTerreHaute.com.

Briefly
From Tribune-Star staff reports

Tribune-Star staff report

The Wabash Valley 
Leadership Institute, a 
partnership between the 
Terre Haute Chamber 
of Commerce and Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods Col-
lege, is now enrolling for 
the 2024 cohort.

The program is hosted 
on the campus of SMWC 
and brings together lead-
ers from west central 
Indiana for a weeklong 
course. The 13th cohort is 
scheduled for June 3—7.

A total of 145 attend-
ees to the program have 
benefited from this week-
long immersive residential 
format.

WVLI focuses on 
leadership skills with the 
intended effects of per-
sonal leadership growth, 
organizational behavioral 
skills and potential com-
munity growth in a lead-
ership capacity.

“The Wabash Valley 
Leadership Institute is a 
vital part of our efforts to 
attract and retain talented 
individuals in our com-
munity,” said Chamber 
Executive Director Kristin 
Craig, a 2015 graduate 

of the The Wabash Valley 
Leadership Institute.

The program engages 
in various ways including 
self-assessments, lectures, 
case study review, reflec-
tion, team building and 
peer coaching. Upon grad-
uation, the participants 
will be capable of build-
ing a better team, using 
conflict resolution skills 
effectively and building 
personal leadership Skills.

Adult learners from 
Clay, Parke, Putnam, 

Sullivan, Vermillion and 
Vigo counties are eligible 
to participate. Graduates 
will receive three credit 
hours toward the master 
of leadership development 
program or the master of 
healthcare administration 
program at The Woods.

The deadline for appli-
cation submissions is May 
20.

For more information, 
visit smwc.edu/wvli or 
email admissions@smwc.
edu.

Wabash Valley Leadership Institute now 
enrolling for its 2024 session, June 3-7

Submitted photo

Eric Hubbard, director of master’s programs in business 
and leadership at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College, speaks 
about the Wabash Valley Leadership Institute experience 
during a news conference Tuesday at the Terre Haute 
Chamber of Commerce. Enrollment for the institute’s 2024 
cohort is now open.


