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WAITING FOR HER TURN
Former ISU thrower to hoist Olympic barbells Sunday, SPORTS  B1

ON THE COURSE
A look at the Vigo girls prep golf teams 

and Northview, too, SPORTS — B1

It’s suddenly cool to be 
a Midwesterner, at least for 
awhile.

That is, until the political 
campaign rhetoric machine 
beats that identity like a hungry 
teenager smacking the bottom 
of a stubborn ketchup bottle.

Eyes turned toward Ameri-
ca’s midsection this week, when 
Vice President Kamala Harris 
chose Tim Walz to be her run-
ning mate on the 2024 Demo-
cratic ticket. Harris, the party’s 
nominee for president, picked 
Walz, the governor of Minne-

sota, to be the vice presidential 
nominee. His folksy, Midwestern 
style is being viewed as provid-
ing a balance to Harris, a for-
mer California attorney general 
and senator.

Weeks earlier, New York-
er-turned-Floridian Donald 
Trump named another Mid-
westerner, first-term Sen. J.D. 
Vance of Ohio, as his VP choice. 
Vance was born in Middletown, 

Ohio, yet also identifies as a 
Kentuckian because he spent 
summers with his grandparents 
in the Blue Grass state. Some 
Kentucky residents consider 
their state part of the Midwest, 
though most connect with the 
South.

The Midwest is having a 
moment.

Jon Lauck believes respect 
for the region is long overdue. 

The Sioux Falls, South Dako-
ta resident’s credentials ooze 
Midwest — founding president 
of the Midwest History Associ-
ation, editor of the Middle West 
Review, and author of books 
such as “The Good Country: A 
History of the American Mid-
west” and “The Lost Region: 
Toward a Revival of Midwestern 
History.”

MARK
BENNETT

A Minnesotan VP pick spotlights oft-overlooked Midwest
Midwestern label popular even beyond 

region’s defi ned borders

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

The Indiana Department 
of Health has begun a 120-
day review of an application 
related to Union Health’s 
proposed acquisition of Terre 
Haute Regional Hospital.

The process involves a 
Certificate of Public Advan-
tage through the state agen-
cy.

IDOH said in an email:
“The Indiana Depart-

ment of Health (IDOH) 
has received a complete 
application for a Certificate 
of Public Advantage (COPA) 
for Union Hospital, Inc. and 
Terre Haute Regional Hos-
pital, L.P., and has begun 

the 120-day review period. 
IDOH will continue to accept 
public comments through 
Friday, Sept. 6. A copy of the 
application and the public 
comment submission form 
is available on the IDOH 
website.”

120-day review 
of Union/Regional 

merger begins
State health department accepting 
public comments through Sept. 6

Tribune-Star fi le photo

Union Hospital on Terre 
Haute’s north side is seen 
here in a 2022 fi le photo. 

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

Improving student learning, 
addressing facility needs and 
responding to the teacher shortage 
are among the priorities that Chris 
Himsel has worked to address in 
his first year as Vigo County School 
Corp. superintendent.

His tenure as VCSC superinten-
dent began July 1, 2023.

Himsel hasn’t been immune from 
controversy in his inaugural year; 
a re-organization of central office 
administration generated much 
backlash.

READY FOR 
YEAR TWO

Chris Himsel refl ects on fi rst-year initiatives, priorities

Tribune-Star fi le/Joseph C. Garza

Vigo County School Corp. Superintendent Chirs Himsel talks to students in one of the classrooms in Sugar Grove Ele-
mentary on Aug. 10, 2023 during the fi rst day of school.

Vigo County 
School Corp.
Superintendent 
Chris Himsel 
shakes hands 
with the mem-
bers of the 
administration 
after his intro-
duction on June 
12, 2023 at the 
corporation’s 
administration 
building in West 
Terre Haute.

Tribune-Star fi le
/Joseph C. Garza
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By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

Brennan J. Randolph has 
been named the 17th pres-
ident of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College.

The college’s board 
of trustees unanimously 
approved his appointment 
and five-year contract effec-
tive Friday.

“This is a good news 
day,” Alice Sherfick Shelton, 
chair of the SMWC board of 
trustees, said during a news 
conference at The Woods.

Randolph has been the 
interim president since July 
1, 2023, after Dottie L. King 
announced her resignation 
to become the president and 
CEO of Independent Colleges 
of Indiana.

“I do not take the role 
that I have accepted as the 

17th president lightly. I know 
there is a tall order ahead of 
me,” Randolph said during 
the news conference at LeFer 
Hall. “I look forward to five 
years of service to this insti-
tution.”

Brennan Randolph named 
17th president of Saint 

Mary-of-the-Woods College

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

New Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College President Brennan 
Randolph shares a light 
moment with the audience on 
Friday in SMWC’s Le Fer Hall.

Turn to PRESIDENT, A2
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Michael Allen Gurchie
May 17, 1953 - Aug. 9, 2023

Remembering You
Mother Linda, sister Donna,

brothers Mark and David, and Amber

George Lewis Hackleman III
Jan. 16, 1938 — Aug. 1, 2024

George Lewis (Lew) Hack-
leman III (86) of Terre Haute
passed away at Westminster
Village with his loved
ones in attendance on
Thursday night Au-
gust 1, 2024.

Lew was born in
Pawhuska, Oklahoma,
on January 16, 1938 to
George Lewis Hackle-
man and Zella Estella
Tatum Hackleman.

He was preceded in death
by his wife, Katherine Ellen
King (Kathy) Hackleman; his
sister and brother-in-law, Jo
and Web Carter; and his par-
ents. He is survived by his
daughter Kim Hackleman,
son-in-law Mike Harvey and
grandsons Max and Zach Har-
vey; son Hal Hackleman; part-
ner Chris Schellenberg; nieces
Kathy Boss, Leigh Carter and
Claire Hillman; Kathy's sib-
lings and their children; as
well as other family, friends,
colleagues and students.

Before starting school, Lew
became an avid St. Louis Car-
dinals fan. He forged lifelong
friendships throughout school
and university. He graduated
from high school in Okla-
homa with a 4.0 g.p.a. and as
co-valedictorian. He attended
Phillips University in Enid,
Oklahoma from 1956 through
1961, graduating with BME
(voice) and BA (humanities;
theatre emphasis). Here he
met Kathy, when she worked
as assistant director on a play
he was directing. They mar-
ried on August 19,1962 at
Grand Avenue Christian
Church in Bozeman, Montana.
Her family welcomed him as
one of their own. Kathy passed
away on August 4, 2019 after
56 years of a marriage filled
with mutual respect and love.
He attended the University of
Minnesota from 1963-1966.
Kim was born February 14,
1966. Lew earned an MA (the-
atre) and secured a job at Indi-
ana State University (ISU).

On September 10, 1966
Lew began working in the the-
atre division of the Depart-
ment of Speech at ISU, as an
assistant scenic designer and
assistant technical director.
Hal was born November 17,
1967. Lew was named design-
er and technical director at the
beginning of the 1968-69 aca-
demic year and Summer The-
atre designer and technical di-
rector the following summer.
Although already a tenured
Associate Professor, Lew
moved the family to Eugene,
Oregon in 1974, to pursue a
doctorate at the University of
Oregon. In 1977 Lew returned
ABD to start a new role as act-

ing teacher and director at
ISU. Lew was Director of the
Theater Summer Honors Pro-

gram. He brought
many students into
the department
through this and his
relationships with
high school drama
teachers across the re-
gion. In 1990, Lew per-
formed at the Ken-
nedy Centre playing

Eldon in Downwinder Dance.
In 1995, Lew and Kathy spent
a sabbatical semester in
Hawaii, where Lew studied
theatre and Tai Chi. Lew was
interim chair of the theatre de-
partment, Artistic Director
(AD) of ISU SummerStage in
1999 and 2000 and co-AD in
2001.

On December 18, 2004
Lew retired from teaching.
Throughout his 38-year career
with the ISU Department of
Theatre, he designed scenery
for approximately 40 produc-
tions, directed close to 60 plays
and musicals, acted in count-
less plays and taught in all ar-
eas of theatre except costum-
ing. After retirement, he con-
tinued to act and direct profes-
sionally at ISU SummerStage,
Crossroads Repertory Theatre,
Shawnee Theatre, and Beef
and Boards Dinner Theatre
and acquired an agent for
commercial work. He felt
thankful to have worked with
an incredible array of talented
teachers, actors, directors, de-
signers, and students while at
ISU and beyond, many of
which remained friends
throughout his life.

Over the years, Lew sang in
the choir of Unity Presbyterian
Church, was a member of
Theta Alpha Phi National The-
atre Honors Fraternity, and
served on the boards of Arts Il-
liana and Community Theatre
of Terre Haute (CTTH). In May
2023 Lew was asked to appear
in "She Loves Me" for CTTH,
which was also the first play
he worked on when he came
to ISU. This was to be his final
bow. He enjoyed traveling
throughout Great Britain, Eu-
rope and the USA. He and his
grandsons loved being togeth-
er, whatever they were doing.
And in Spring 2020, he began
a wonderful partnership with
Chris Schellenberg which
brought him much joy and
comfort for the rest of his life.

A Celebration of Life will
be held at a later date, the de-
tails of this and where to make
donations in lieu of flowers
will be shared later this year.

Arrangements are under
direction of Callahan & Hugh-
es Funeral Home.

www.callahanandhughes.com

Dorothy Louise Austin
Sept. 3, 1941 — Aug. 6, 2024

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Larry
Keith Austin and family sadly
announce the passing of the
family matriarch, Dor-
othy Louise Austin
(nee Dammann) on
Tuesday, August 6th,
2024. She was a won-
derful wife, mother,
grandmother, and
great-grandmother.

She is survived by
her 5 children, Ben
(Christina) Price, Richard
(Karen) Price, Steve Austin,
Larry Austin, Dawn (Nic) Van-
deGeest; 5 grandchildren; 7
great-grandchildren; as well
as 4 brothers and 1 sister. Most
importantly, she is survived by
her loving husband of over 55
years, Larry Austin.

She was a beloved member
of Graefenburg Baptist
Church and the community.
She will be greatly missed.

Throughout her life, Dor-
othy worked as a telephone
operator, managed the Flem-
ing-Mason Airport near Mays-
ville, Ky., was the Executive
Secretary at the Shelbyville

Country Club, owned and op-
erated "Signs by Dot," one of
her family businesses, and

was also a Kentucky
Colonel.

Friends and family
are invited to attend
the visitation, at Grae-
fenburg Baptist
Church, 11288 Frank-
fort Rd., Waddy, Ky, on
Monday, August 12th
from 5:00-7:00pm and

Tuesday, August 13th from
9:30-10:30am. Celebration of
Life will be Tuesday, August
13th at 10:30am at Graefen-
burg Baptist Church. The Pro-
cession will start at Graefen-
burg Baptist Church at
11:30am to Sunset Memorial
Gardens, 3250 Versailles Rd.,
Frankfort, Ky.

Thank you all very much
for your prayers and well
wishes. Mom, we love you the
most.

LeCompte Johnson Taylor
has been entrusted with the
arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be made by visit-
ing:

www.ljtfuneralhome.com

John Fountain
Oct. 18, 1933 — Aug. 3, 2024

BRAZIL — John D. Foun-
tain, 90, passed away August
3, 2024.

John was born to
the late Hugh and
Sarah (Davis) Foun-
tain on October 18,
1933 in Brownstown,
Indiana.

John graduated
from Lawrence Cen-
tral High School in
1951. After gradua-
tion, John served his
country with the U.S.
Navy during the Kore-
an War. He worked for
Picker X-Ray Coopera-
tion for 37 years be-
fore retiring in 1999. John vol-
unteered at Camp Gulick with
the Terre Haute Boys Club for
several years.

On July 20, 1952, John mar-
ried Ruth-ann Long. She pre-
ceded him in death in 2010.

John was a tinkerer; he
loved to tear things apart and
put them back together in a
more functional way. He was
always looking for new ways
to do things, and loved having
his hands busy. He was an
avid fisherman. He loved
spending time with his family,

especially his children, grand-
children, and great-grandchil-
dren.

John is preceded in
death by his parents
and his wife of 58
years.

John is survived by
his five children, Larry
Fountain (Gayle),
Sarah Sullivan (Rex),
Terry Fountain (Patty),
Brent Fountain, and
Pam Fountain; grand-
children, Jenni, John,
Aurelia, Cory, Mac-
Kenzie, Harrison, An-
ton, Elizabeth, Glenn,
Austin, and Ashley;

several great-grandchildren;
and one brother, Don Foun-
tain (Dorothy).

A visitation will be held
August 17 from 11 A.M.-1 P.M.
at Lawson-Miller Chapel, 1702
East National Avenue in Bra-
zil. A funeral service will begin
at 1 P.M. Burial will follow at
Bee Ridge Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made
to ViaQuest Hospice, 109 E.
Vincennes St., Linton, IN
47441. To post a note of con-
dolence, please visit:

www.frenchfuneralhome.com

Beverly Ann Hartman
May 2, 1936 — Aug. 4, 2024

CLINTON — Beverly A.
(Stalker) Hartman, 88, of Clin-
ton, passed away Sunday, Au-
gust 4, 2024 at Terre
Haute Union Hospital.
She was born at home
in Rosedale, Parke
County, Indiana on
May 2, 1936, the
daughter of the late
Earl and Grace (Trout)
Stalker.

Beverly graduated
from Rosedale High School in
1954. After high school she
married and lived in several
different communities (always
making lifelong friends along
the way) before settling in
Greentown, Indiana, to raise
her family. During this time
she worked at the Eastern
Schools as a part-time aid and
librarian. She was always
present at all of her kids'
sporting events, motorcycle
races and activities. Eventual-
ly, she relocated back to Rose-
dale (and later Clinton) where
she retired in 2006 from Rose-
dale Schools as head custodi-
an.

Beverly enjoyed playing in
her Bridge and Euchre clubs
throughout the past 50 years.
She was still playing bridge
weekly up until her illness.
She also enjoyed reading and
of course her sporting events.
She loved watching IU basket-
ball, Chicago Cubs' baseball
and professional women's and
men's tennis as she was an ac-
complished tennis player her-
self back in the day.

Most of all she loved hav-
ing all of her kids and grand-
kids at her house for gather-

ings, especially Labor
Day weekend and
Christmas time.

Beverly is survived
by her two sons, Garry
Hartman and Eric
(Kathy) Hartman; and
her daughter, Cara
(Dan) McCoy; her
grandchildren, Jacob

Hartman, Alexis (Anthony)
Daugherty, Abigail Hartman,
Jeret McCoy, Andrew Hart-
man and Aydan Hartman; and
her great-grandson, Simon
Daugherty. She is also sur-
vived by her brother, Darrell
Stalker; and sister, Karen Stut-
ler; and one niece and 5
nephews.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; brother, Bob
Stalker; and daughter-in-law,
Kerri Hartman.

Our family would like to
give a special thanks to all of
Mom's bridge friends for get-
ting her to and from bridge
and for always checking in on
her, to Donna Brown for nurs-
ing Mom's legs and watering
her flowers, to cousin Nancy
Coletti for helping Mom
whenever she needed you and
to Joyce Maroney (Mom's best
friend) for the daily 6:00 pm
phone call that you and Mom
have had for the last however
many years. We are apprecia-
tive of all of you.

A celebration of life will
follow at a later date.

www.goochfuneralhome.com

Funeral Service
Georgette Pauline (Troye) Arnold, Aurora, Ill. — died 

Aug. 3, 2024. Visitation 11 a.m. until services 1 p.m. today 
Roselawn Chapel, Terre Haute. Interment follows, Roselawn 
Mausoleum. Roselawn Funeral Home, Terre Haute, assisted.

Jack Eugene Shrader Jr.
Oct. 22, 1967 — Aug. 5, 2024

TERRE HAUTE — Jack Eu-
gene Shrader, Jr., 56 of Terre
Haute, Indiana passed away at
1:29 am on Monday,
August 5, 2024 at
Union Hospital.

He was employed
at Rose-Hulman Insti-
tute of Technology as
an Electronics Techni-
cian. He was the for-
mer owner of both
Shrader's Electronics
and Cactus Recording Studio
for 20 years in Columbus, In-
diana. Jack was a musician
with several country music
bands throughout his life. He
was also a private pilot, avid
gambler, and an amateur ra-
dio enthusiast. He enjoyed
traveling and spending time
with his children, nephews,
and his dogs: Daisy, Sully, and
Sugar.

Jack was born October 22,
1967 in Rushville, Indiana to
Jack Eugene Shrader, Sr., and
Sandra Adams Shrader, both

preceding him in death.
He married Heather M.

Shrader in September 1992
and she survives. Oth-
er survivors include
his children Megan M.
Shrader and Evan E.
Shrader; sister Rebec-
ca "Becki" Shrader
Davenport; sister-in-
law Rikki Shrader;
niece Cassandra
"Cassie" Davenport

Simons; and nephews Gage L.
Shrader, Blayne M. Shrader,
and Korbin M. Simons. In ad-
dition to his parents, Jack was
preceded in death by his
brother Wayne L. Shrader;
and nephews Tyler T. Lana-
han and Joseph "Joey" C. Dav-
enport III.

Visitation is at 4:00pm
Aug. 13, 2024 at Barkes,
Weaver & Glick Funeral
Home, 1029 Washington St.,
Columbus, IN followed by a
memorial service at 5pm (in-
cluding live stream video).

www.debaunfuneralhomes.com

Trustees knew early on 
that Randolph was the right 
person for the job, and the 
process never opened to 
consider other candidates, 
Shelton said.

She likened it to a 
13-month interview process, 
to which Randolph respond-
ed, “This has absolutely been 
the longest interview process 
I have ever been in, in my 
entire life.”

Certain qualities stood 
out, Shelton said, including 
his humility. He always 
makes decisions based on 
what is best for students, she 
said.

He is transparent, and 
that is a hallmark of his 
leadership, she said. “It takes 
courage to be transparent.”

Also, Randolph is guided 
by deep faith, Shelton said.

Randolph had told her 
that in making Friday’s 
announcement, he wanted 
the light to shine on the col-
lege, not on him.

Because Randolph is a 
layperson, and not Catho-
lic, the process of naming 
him president involved an 
endorsement by Indianapolis 
Archbishop Charles Thomp-
son. SMWC is a Catholic 
college.

Randolph’s appointment 
also required the support of 
the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops and its committee 
on Catholic education.

Sister Dawn Tomaszews-
ki, general superior of the 
Sisters of Providence and 
an SMWC board of trustee 
member, expressed the 
Sisters of Providence “whole-
hearted support” for Ran-
dolph as the 17th president.

Randolph outlined some 
of his goals during the press 
conference.

“SMWC has absolutely 
celebrated growth in our 
enrollment in recent years 
with the addition of high 
quality academic programs, 
along with new athletic 
teams,” he said.

With this growth, the 
college has invested sig-
nificantly in much needed 
infrastructure and deferred 
maintenance, and there is 
more work to do.

“As we move forward, we 
will consider new partner-
ships and collaborations that 
could provide new pathways 
to fund projects or to add 
new facilities,” he said.

Also, with over 50 years 
of experience in online or 
distance education, SMWC is 
poised to launch this delivery 
method in new ways that 
could open doors to new, sus-
tainable revenue streams in 
the future, Randolph said.

He started at SMWC in 
2015 as the vice president for 
enrollment management.

“The board of trustees 
and the college community 
have seen close-up the strong 
leadership and care Brennan 
has brought to Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods College,” Shelton 

said in a statement.
Higher education in 2024 

requires leaders who have 
qualities of humility, service, 
creativity, courage and deci-
siveness, she said.

“His commitment to 
today’s Woods students and 
the future of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods College is clear 
and palpable,” Shelton stated

In a news release, Ran-
dolph said he was humbled 
and grateful to be chosen to 
lead the historic institution.

“Saint Mother Theodore 
Guerin’s mission holds true 
to this day, and I remain 
focused on it, just as we 
have for the past 184 years,” 
Randolph said. “I am happy 
to be a part of a faculty and 
staff that arrive at work each 
day focused on a rich student 
experience, both academical-
ly and culturally. Our future 
is bright, and the college will 
continue to innovate while 
honoring our traditions.”

During Randolph’s tenure 
at the college, he has over-
seen the enrollment growth 
for the campus program to 
historical levels and a more 
streamlined admission and 
financial aid process.

He oversaw the athletic 
department as the college’s 
teams grew from seven 
scholarship teams to 18. 
During that time, SMWC ath-
letics moved to the National 
Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA) and became 
part of the River States Con-
ference (RSC).

Randolph has 26 years 
of experience in higher edu-
cation leadership. Prior to 
arriving at The Woods, Ran-
dolph was campus president 
of Harrison College, and his 
17-year tenure at Harrison 
College included managing 
all aspects of the college as 
campus president, assistant 
executive director, director 
of education, accounting 
supervisor and financial aid 
analyst.

Randolph and his wife 
Beth have two children, a 
son Caleb and a daughter 
Madison, who is a 2024 
graduate of SMWC in nurs-
ing. He earned his master of 
business administration from 
Indiana Wesleyan University 
and his bachelor of business 
administration from North-
wood University in Midland, 
Michigan.

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.
com. Follow Sue on X at @
TribStarSue.
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Continued from A1
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New Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College President Brennan Ran-
dolph, right, shakes hands with Mayor Brandon Sakbun after 
the press conference to announce that he has been named the 
17th president of the college on Friday in SMWC’s Le Fer Hall.

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Members of the audience 
applaud as Brennan Randolph 
is introduced as the 17th 
president of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods College on Friday 
in SMWC’s Le Fer Hall.


