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For the Tribune-Star

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College leader-
ship, faculty and staff Friday welcomed the 
Class of 2028, with 240 new students, one of 
the largest classes in school history.

The incoming class brings an average 
grade-point average of 3.27, the college said 
in a news release.

President Brennan J. Randolph helped 
welcome incoming students and families 
as they pulled through the front gates; he 
greeted them with words of encouragement.

“We always tout the fact that the insti-
tution is a family-friendly community, and 
The Avenue Welcome on move-in day really 
kicks that off,” Randolph 
said. 

“I think it can be a dif-
ficult moment for parents 
to send their child on to 
college, so hopefully this 
welcome and energy that we 
provide helps them see that 
their student will have the 
support and wrap-around 
services that they no doubt 
are looking for in a college.”

The campus enrollment for the fall will 
be an estimated 623, becoming the second 
largest in the college’s 184-year history. This 
year’s campus population represents 24 
states, 10 foreign countries and one United 
States Territory, with 60% being student-ath-
letes.

For freshman Gabrielle Flath, a supply 
chain management and business double 
major from Linton, move-in day brought a 
lot of enthusiasm for the academic year.

“I’m really excited to get all moved in 
and settled. I’m looking forward to meeting 
new people and just making friends. The 
Avenue welcome was sweet, and it really 
made me feel at home,” she said.

‘A lot of mixed emotions’
Brandon Flath, father of Gabrielle, shared 

how bittersweet the day was. “Today brings 
a lot of mixed emotions. Obviously, as a par-
ent, you hate to see your kid go, but I’m so 
excited for her. 

She’s the first of three of my children to 
go to college, so it’s a big step, and I’m so 
excited for her and this next chapter,” he 
said.

As a parent, Brandon Flath shared what a 
positive experience it was to see SMWC stu-
dents, faculty and staff cheering on all the 
new students that drove down The Avenue.

“It was really neat, seeing the Pomeroys 
through the gates cheering – I got into it. 
I really loved seeing the small community 

that this college has come together,” he said.
For freshman sport management major 

Nick Cherry of Terre Haute, he’s thrilled to 
be on campus and is looking forward to the 
year.

“I’m excited for this golf season and to be 
rooming with one of my teammates. I love 
the atmosphere and the buildings. I love 
how historic the campus is, and I just love 
being here,” Cherry said.

Cherry’s roommate, Grant Schlue, a 
sophomore sport management major from 
Akron, Ohio, shared that he’s looking for-
ward to getting this year started.

“Freshman year was a lot to take in, but 
everything seems easy now. It’s going to be 
fun to get to know Nick more and to meet 
the rest of the guys,” Schlue said.

In addition to the campus program, the 
Woods Online program enrollment has 
reached 338 students, with graduate pro-
grams having a total enrollment of 205. The 
college’s overall enrollment for fall is pro-
jected at 1,166 students.

Student-athletes began moving in July 
30, and returning campus students will 
move in Saturday and Sunday. Classes will 
begin Tuesday.

— This article was provided to the 
Tribune-Star by Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College.
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods welcomes Class of 2028

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza 

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College sophomore Marques Reese, center, of Indianapolis helps welcome a new student to campus with his classmates 
on Friday on the SMWC campus.

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College freshman Kadin Bell of Terre Haute moves his belongings into 
Le Fer Hall on Friday on the SMWC campus.

Total campus enrollment 
at 623, second-largest in 

Catholic school’s 184 years 

RANDOLPH

Terre Haute Street Closings
 � Through Nov. 1, East 

Springhill Drive will be 
restricted to eastbound traffi c 
only from South 12th Street to 
Canal Street. 

 � From 8 a.m. Aug. 19 to 4 
p.m. Aug. 20, portions of First 
Street will be closed for road 
work. The northbound lane of 
First will be closed beginning 
Monday, and the closure will 
be done in progressive moves 
south beginning at Farrington 
to Cruft Street, Cruft to 

Washington Street, Washington 
to Hulman Street and Hulman 
to Idaho Street,

 � From 8:30 a.m. Aug. 
20 to 8:30 a.m. Aug. 23, the 
Intersection of Maple Avenue 
and 24th Street will be 
closed for a water main valve 
replacement.

 � From 5 to 8 p.m. Aug. 23, 
Swan Street from South Eight 
to South Ninth streets will be 
closed for a Cannonball Harley 
Davidson block party.

VIGO COUNTY
League of Women 
Voters schedules fall 
candidate forums 

The League of Women Vot-
ers of Vigo County is planning 
general election candidate 
forums in September and 
October at the Vigo County 
Public Library.

Community members are 
encouraged to be active partic-
ipants and to bring questions 
to the forums. The forums will 
also be live-streamed by the 
library.

The first forum is for Vigo 
County Council At-Large 
and will take place from 6 to 
7:45 p.m. Sept. 11.

The Vigo County Commis-
sioners forum will take place 
from 6 to 7:45 p.m. Sept. 17.

The state legislative and 
Vigo County offices forum will 
be from 6 to 7:45 p.m. Sept. 25.

The final forum will be for 
the Vigo County School Board 
from 6 to 7:45 p.m. Oct. 1.

The forums are co-spon-
sored by the Greater Terre 
Haute Branch of the NAACP, 
the Tribune-Star, the Terre 
Haute Wabash Valley Alumnae 
Chapter of the Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority and the Vigo 
County Public Library.

TERRE HAUTE
ISU: Off-campus 
sexual assault 
reported Friday 

Indiana State University 
police have identified a per-
son of interest in a reported 
off-campus sexual assault at 
knifepoint early Friday, accord-
ing to a campus RAVE alert.

The person of interest 
reportedly was traveling away 
from campus after the inci-
dent, according to ISU.

It is believed this was not a 
random incident and the per-
son of interest is not a student, 
and there is no ongoing threat 
to the campus community, the 
university said.

Anyone with information is 

asked to contact ISU police at 
812-237-5555.

At 2:31 a.m. Friday, an 
earlier RAVE alert indicated a 
sexual assault was reported off 
campus at knifepoint.

The suspect was described 
as a white male, thin build, 
late 20s, bald, clean shaven, 
tattoo under right eye, possible 
tattoo on right forearm with 
diamond shape that had red, 
pink and black lines.

According to the alert, the 
suspect wore a blue or black 
hoodie with blue shirt under-
neath, dark shorts, and a large 
dark backpack with “24” in 
white letters.

Glas-Col honored 
with award 
at Statehouse

Wabash Valley-based Glas-
Col LLC was honored with 
the Governor’s Half Century 
Award at the Statehouse on 
Thursday.

Glas-Col, 711 Hulman St., 
Terre Haute., was founded in 
1939 to produce devices for 
heating chemicals to fulfill a 
need in the chemical research 
industry.

Over the last 85 years, the 
company has grown to pro-
duce mixing, evaporation and 
air purification equipment.

“Glas-Col has played an 
important role in our region’s 
economic success for more 
than 80 years,” state Sen. Greg 
Goode, R-Terre Haute, said 
in a news release. “I am glad 
to see the company receive 
this honor and thank them 
for their dedication to their 
employees and the Wabash 
Valley.”

The Governor’s Half Cen-
tury Award is presented to 
companies that have been in 
continuous operation in Indi-
ana for 50 to 99 years.

The state also awards the 
Governor’s Century Award to 
businesses that have operated 
in Indiana for 100 or more 
years.

To learn more about the 
Governor’s Century and Half 
Century awards, or to apply, 
visit bit.ly/3yQfJvV

Briefly
From Tribune-Star staff reports

By Leslie 
Bonilla Muñiz 

Indiana Capital Chronicle, 
Indianapolis

A federal appeals court 
Friday stayed an injunc-
tion blocking enforcement 
of an Indiana law requir-
ing pornography websites 
to verify user ages.

The U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh 
Circuit called the Hoosier 
measure “functionally 
identical” to one adopted 
by Texas.

That law has been in 
effect since April, when 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
declined to issue a pre-
liminary injunction.

Indiana’s Senate 
Enrolled Act 17 has 
never gone live, despite 
an effectiveness date of 
July 1.

Days before that 
happened, a U.S. District 
Court Judge Richard 
Young, of Indiana’s 
Southern District, issued 
a preliminary injunction 
preventing enforcement. 
He said the requirements 
were “likely unconstitu-
tional.”

But now that injunc-
tion is on hold.

“We do not see any 
adequate reason why Tex-
as’s law may be enforced 
pending the decision 
on the merits …, while 
Indiana’s may not be 
enforced,” Judges Frank 
H. Easterbrook and Amy 
J. St. Eve wrote.

“Functionally identical 
statutes should be treat-
ed the same while the 
Supreme Court considers 
the matter,” they added.

They granted Indiana 
Attorney General Todd 
Rokita’s request for a 
stay on the preliminary 

injunction until the 
nation’s top court decides 
the Texan case.

“This is a huge win for 
Hoosier families, ensuring 
our children can’t easily 
access explicit material,” 
he said on X, formerly 
Twitter. “We will continue 
upholding our constitu-
tional duty to defend our 
laws in court.”

Judge Ilana Dia-
mond Rovner, however, 
partially dissented. She 
agreed with the appeals 
panel’s decision to freeze 
proceedings while wait-
ing for the Supreme 
Court’s opinion. But she 
disagreed with her col-
leagues’ choice to grant 
the stay.

Rovner noted that 
when the Supreme Court 
declined to block Texas’ 
law, it was already in 
effect and the plaintiffs 
“were already subjected 
to its burdens.”

The court’s decision, 
she wrote, “merely left the 
case as it found it, leaving 
the parties no worse off 
than they had been.”

In contrast, she contin-
ued, plaintiffs in Indiana’s 
case haven’t had to com-
ply with the law’s “bur-
densome requirements.”

The judge argued 
a stay should only be 
issued after considering 
the merits. Otherwise, 
she added, the court 
“impose(s) a cost” on 
those that must comply 
with the law, and curtails 
their First Amendment 
rights, “based solely on an 
unreasoned stay denial.”

This and other Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle 
Articles are available at 
indianacapitalchronicle.
com.

Court says Indiana’s 
porn website age 
verifi cation law

can go into effect


