
The Tribune Star - 05/09/2025 Page : A001

May 9, 2025 8:56 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

When Kelli Carney’s first-grade 
students at St. Patrick School 
learned that white smoke rose 
from the Sistine Chapel chimney 
Thursday, they jumped for joy at 
the news.

They understood the significance 
of the moment.

Later, Carney and her students 
watched the livestream of Pope 
Leo XIV in his first address as the 
new leader of the world’s 1.4 billion 
Catholics.

“To see kids excited about this 
historic moment, just because elect-
ing a new pope is historic, but then 
to find out he is the first American 
to be pope is just an incredible day” 
to share with children, she said.

Cardinal Robert Prevost, a mis-
sionary who spent his career minis-
tering in Peru and who has led the 
Vatican’s powerful office of bishops, 
was elected the first American-born 
pope in the 2,000-year history of the 
Catholic Church, according to Asso-
ciated Press.
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When the Trump admin-
istration put the brakes on 
New York City’s congestion 
pricing program in February, 
city officials and environ-
mental groups sued to block 
the move, arguing the new 
tolling program has reduced 
traffic congestion and tail-
pipe pollution in Manhattan’s 
busiest neighborhoods.

And when the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
moved to claw back billions 
of dollars in federal funding 
earmarked by Congress for 
states to address climate 
change and fund renewable 
energy projects, state attor-
neys general from Maine to 
California took the federal 
agency to court.

The legal challenges 

are among dozens filed by 
mostly Democratic-led states 
which invested heavily in cli-
mate change projects under 
the Biden administration 
but now face a loss federal 
funding and assistance with 
Trump clamping down on 
his predecessor’s green pol-
icies.

States using courts to fi ght 
Trump climate policies

Chris Jackson/CNHI News

A Trump supporter holds a sign “Trump Digs Coal” during Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s campaign rally at Big Sandy Superstore 
Arena in Huntington, WV in 2017.

Special Report
 �This is one in a series of stories 

by CNHI about climate change. 
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Kourtney Barrett is 
among many Saint-Mary-of-
the-Woods College students 
who will be celebrating 
commencement Saturday.

For Barrett, her pursuit 
of a graduate degree has 
taken her to Greece twice 
and she’s participated in a 
Galapagos Islands virtual 
learning experience.

Barrett is among the first 
group of global leadership 
doctoral students — the 
college’s first PhD program 
— to participate in com-
mencement. She successfully 
defended her dissertation 
Thursday and will receive 
her doctor of philosophy 
degree.

“It was 
something 
that I had 
told myself 
I wanted to 
achieve and 
when the 
opportunity 
presented 
itself, for me 

it was kismet,” or destiny, 
she said.

As a result of her expe-
rience in the doctoral pro-
gram, “I’ve grown a deeper 
appreciation for global per-
spectives, but also a deeper 
appreciation of who I am, 
where I come from and my 
own identity,” said Barrett, 
who with her husband oper-
ates a farm in Martinsville, 
Illinois.

First doctoral 
candidates to 

graduate at SMWC
Four will participate in ceremony; 
fi ve others in fi nal program stages

BARRETT
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Newly elected Pope Leo XIV appears at the balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican on Thursday.

By Nicole Winfield 
and Vanessa Gera 

Associated Press •Vatican City

Catholic cardinals broke with 
tradition Thursday and elected 
the first U.S. pope, making Chica-
go-born missionary Robert Prevost 
the 267th pontiff to lead the Cath-
olic Church in a moment of global 
turmoil and conflict.

Prevost, a 69-year-old member 
of the Augustinian religious order 
who spent his career ministering in 
Peru, took the name Leo XIV.

In his first words as Pope 

Francis’ successor, 
uttered from the 
loggia of St. Peter’s 
Basilica, Leo said, 
“Peace be with 
you,” and empha-
sized a message of 
“a disarmed and 
disarming peace” 
dialogue and mis-
sionary evangeli-
zation.

He wore the traditional red cape 
and trappings of the papacy — a 
cape that Francis had eschewed on 
his election in 2013 — suggesting a 
return to some degree of tradition 
after Francis’ unorthodox pontifi-

cate. But in naming himself Leo, the 
new pope could also have wanted 
to signal a strong line of continuity: 
Brother Leo was the 13th century 
friar who was a great companion to 
St. Francis of Assisi, the late pope’s 
namesake.

“Together, we must try to find 
out how to be a missionary church, 
a church that builds bridges, estab-
lishes dialogue, that’s always open 
to receive — like on this piazza with 
open arms — to be able to receive 
everybody that needs our charity, 
our presence, dialogue and love,” 
Leo said in near-perfect Italian.

Robert Prevost, fi rst pope from U.S. 
in history of the Catholic Church

Takes the name Leo XIV

AP

White smoke billows Thursday from 
the chimney of the Sistine Chapel 
during the conclave to elect a new 
pope at the Vatican.

NEW POPE IS 
CHICAGO-BORN

Inside
 �Pope Leo XIV 

brings hope to 
Chicago sports 
fans, A7

Turn to POPE, A7

Wabash Valley Catholics ‘very, very happy’ with news of Leo XIV
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She also works as a 
leadership program special-
ist at the Woods and is an 
adjunct faculty member in 
the division of business and 
leadership.

Her studies and research 
have “challenged my way of 
thinking, challenged my way 
of knowing, made me want 
to reassess my own values 
and beliefs at times,” Barrett 
said.

Four doctoral candidates/
graduates are participating in 
Saturday’s 3 p.m. ceremony, 
while another five are in the 
final stages of the program.

The college began the 
doctor of philosophy pro-
gram four years ago.

“Global leadership is 
everywhere,” said Kimberly 
LaComba, PhD, director of 
the Global Leadership pro-
gram.

In the dig-
ital age, “The 
connection 
opportunity 
globally is 
significant 
and individu-
als will work 
with people 
from different 

cultures and backgrounds no 
matter what industry they 
are in,” LaComba said.

As the first candidates/
graduates prepare to cross 
the stage, “It’s hard to find 
the words to express how 
incredibly proud and grate-
ful I am of the students for 
their trust in taking the leap 
to go into a new to SMWC 
program, our first PhD pro-
gram,” LaComba said.

The Woods founder, Saint 

Mother Theodore Guerin, 
was from France. “We have 
global roots,” LaComba said. 
“Even our foundress back in 
1840 was a global leader.”

Aspiring global 
leaders

But it’s not just Barrett 
close to achieving this life 
milestone. She praised her 
peers who are in the final 
stages of the program.

Within the group are 
entrepreneurs, educators, 
non-profit professionals, a 
politician, and an analyst.

“Since August 2021, we 
completed 18 courses, trav-
eled to Greece and India, 
engaged in a debate with 
a faculty member whether 
grades matter (they do),” and 
together they wrote a propos-
al for a sister city relation-
ship between the city of Terre 
Haute and city of Zviahel, 
Ukraine, Barrett said.

Students must complete 

three cultural immersions, at 
least one outside their own 
country, and they must have 
two publications that are 
peer reviewed.

“Together, we have 
endured health challenges, 
mourned the loss of fam-
ily, celebrated marriage, 
welcomed new life, and 
weathered natural disasters,” 
Barrett said. “With whatever 
came before us, we were 
there for each other, provid-
ing support, encouragement, 
or cheering them on.”

Barrett has come a long 
way since high school in Clay 
County, when she didn’t see 
the value of education and 
prioritized social activities 
and clubs over academics.

“My experiences in col-
lege completely reshaped 
how I value education,” Bar-
rett said. “I hope I can con-
tinue to use this degree from 
a global perspective, but 
also continue to give back to 
higher education.”

Post high school, “Higher 
education has been my life. 
I can’t imagine not being in 
higher education,” she said.

She intends to contin-
ue working at the Woods, 
including with the interna-
tional population there.

First SMWC PhD 
Karen Dyer, the college’s 

former vice president for 
advancement and strategic 
initiatives, was the first stu-
dent to complete all program 
requirements, including her 
dissertation. She will join 
Barrett in receiving a PhD 
Saturday.

Dyer is now executive 

director of the Terre Haute 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (THCVB).

“I think there was some-
thing inside me that always 
wanted to prove that I could 
do a program such as this — 
a doctorate,” she said.

She already had her 
master’s in educational lead-
ership.

Now that she’s achieved 
her goal, “It is an amazing 
feeling to have that complet-
ed and to know you could 
do it,” she said. But she’s also 
happy to have it behind her 
and to move on to the next 
chapter of her life.

She had the opportunity 

to travel to Ecuador and her 
study dealt with comparing 
tourism leaders in the U.S. 
with Ecuadorian tourism 
leaders.

“It opened new ways of 
thinking,” particularly with 
her new role at THCVB, 
Dyer said. “Terre Haute 
tourism isn’t just about Terre 
Haute. It’s about all the peo-
ple who might come to Terre 
Haute.”

Having four colleges in 
the community helps draw a 
diverse group to the commu-
nity, Dyer said.

Saturday’s commence-
ment at the college will be 
celebrated with two cere-
monies, one for the campus 
program at 10 a.m. and 
another for Woods Online 
and graduate programs at 
3 p.m. A total of 367 students 
will graduate.

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.
com. Follow Sue on X at @
TribStarSue.
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Submitted photo

Karen Dyer, who will receive her PhD in global leadership Sat-
urday, is shown in 2022 at the La Plaza de la Independencia, 
or the Grand Plaza, touring the historic Old Town in Ecuador’s 
capital city of Quito. She was part of a delegation from SMWC 
to create a partnership with Universidad San Francisco de Quito.

Submitted photo

Kourtney Barrett, who will 
receive her PhD in global 
leadership Saturday at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Wood College, 
stands at the Temple of 
Poseidon in Greece in 2022.

Submitted photo

Kourtney Barrett, who will receive her PhD in global 
leadership Saturday at Saint Mary-of-the-Wood College, visited 
the Parthenon in Greece in 2022.

LACOMBA

Prevost, 69, is a native of Chi-
cago who also holds Peruvian citi-
zenship. He took the name Leo XIV 
and is expected to build on Pope 
Francis’ reforms. He is a member of 
the Augustinian religious order.

“I think it’s a very joyful day to 
be Catholic,” Carney said.

For the cardinals in the conclave 
to make a decision within two days 
“tells me they must be feeling unit-
ed in this decision,” she said.

Carney said she doesn’t know 
much about the new pope but is 
eager to learn more. “I have hope 
he is going to be the leader the 
church needs right now,” she said.

In his first comments as pope, 
Leo XIV spoke of building bridges. 
“That is something Pope Francis 
often talked about. I view that as 
building bridges within the church 
for any divides that can happen in 
the church … or building bridges 
outside of the church and connect-
ing people to the church,” Carney 
said.

She’ll be interested in finding 
out what that looks like for Pope 
Leo XIV in his time as pope “and 
what types of bridges he is looking 
to build.”

Catholic leaders in Terre Haute 
expressed surprise at the decision, 
but they agreed they are happy 
with the outcome.

Friar Bob Showers, pastor at 
St. Joseph University Parish and 
St. Benedict, was among those sur-
prised by the selection.

“Cardinal Prevost was not on 
my short list of the ones I thought 
would get elected, but I’m very, very 
happy. I think he will be a very 
good pope,” Showers said.

As an Augustinian friar in Latin 
America, Prevost 
“always showed 
that concern for 
dialogue within the 
church that marks 
the Latin American 
church and the pref-
erential option for 
the poor (concern 
for the well-being 

of the poor) that marks the Latin 
American Church. I’m going to pre-
sume that those will continue to be 
hallmarks of his papacy,” Showers 
said.

Pope Francis made Prevost 
a cardinal, and “I’d presume he 
will be much like Pope Francis,” 
although his personality is very dif-
ferent, Showers said.

“He’s probably more skilled at 
management than Francis was … 

but he’s not as bubbly as Pope Fran-
cis,” Showers said.

On a personal level, Showers — 
whose first name is Bob — said, “I’m 
thrilled to have a pope named Bob,” 
although in Prevost’s new role he 
will be Leo XIV.

Showers believes Prevost taking 
the name Leo XIV is in honor of 
Pope Leo XIII, the last pope of the 
19th century and first pope of the 
20th century.

Pope Leo XIII was known as a 
pope who made the social teachings 
of the church a priority — looking 
out for the rights of workers, the 
rights of immigrants, the rights of 
the poor and the concepts of racial, 
social and economic justice.

“I am going to presume that by 
taking that name, he is wanting to 
signal that is one of his big priori-
ties,” Showers said.

Sister Dawn Tomaszewski, 
general superior of the Sisters of 
Providence, who are based in Vigo 
County, feels an affinity to the new 
pope. She, too, is from Chicago.

The new pontiff attended Cath-
olic Theological Union, where 
Tomaszewski received a master’s 
degree in theology.

“I know the neighborhood he 
traversed and the kinds of studies he 
was involved in,” she said.

She is a Chicago Cubs fan, and 

initially, it was reported Pope Leo 
XIV was, too — until his brother 
revealed he is actually a White Sox 
fan.

As far as the conclave’s decision 
to name Cardinal Robert Prevost 
pope, Tomaszewski says, “I was kind 
of stunned at first. … People were 

saying they will 
never choose an 
American.”

But Tomaszewski 
characterizes Pope 
Leo XIV as more of 
“a global citizen of 
sorts,” she said.

His life’s work is 
quite impressive, she 

said, “when you think about some-
one who will lead our church, who 
has been a missionary.”

She said Pope Leo XIV has a 
missionary heart. “He’s got this 
deep-seated desire to serve others no 
matter who they are or their circum-
stances,” she said. “Certainly that 
was part of the beautiful message of 
Pope Francis. Everyone is loved by 
God; everyone belongs.”

Tomaszewski said she has a lot 
of hope that the new pope “will con-
tinue that kind of leadership in our 
church.”

Prior to becoming pope, Prevost 
worked in a parish; he has been a 
bishop; he was the general superior 

of his religious order. Then the pope 
called him to Rome to be prefect of 
the Dicastery for Bishops, in which 
he was responsible for vetting 
nominations for bishops around the 
world.

“I just feel like he is a man who 
has a global vision of the needs of 
the world, perhaps the needs of the 
people within his church, his own 
bishops, as well as in general the 
people of God,” she said.

Tomaszewski added, “I’m feeling 
very positive about this, and certain-
ly as a religious community within 
the Roman Catholic Church, we’ll be 
praying for this man.”

This is not an easy world into 
which he is stepping, said Tomasze-
wski, “but I feel like he’s got some 
wonderful gifts to share with all of 
us.”

On Thursday, Pope Leo XIV stood 
on the Vatican balcony and acknowl-
edged the late Pope Francis as the 
man he was following.

“God loves all of us,” Francis said 
all the time, according to Tomasze-
wski. “And that’s what Leo XIV said 
to us today.”

She concluded, “I’m feeling 
happy. I’m feeling good.”

Sue Loughlin can be reached at 
812-231-4235 or at sue.loughlin@
tribstar.com. Follow Sue on X at @
TribStarSue.
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