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From The Archives

Vigo County History Center

This week’s photo from the Archives of the Vigo County History Center shows a group of 
workers outside the Root Glass Company about 1908. Pictured in the group fourth from the 
left is Earl Dean, the designer of the contour Coca-Cola bottle.

By Suzy Dunning
Vigo County History Center

Collectors of old things 
will tell you how every piece 
is unique and has its own 
story to share. From coins to 
postcards, rocks to stamps, 
collectible items have taken 
residence in our hearts for 
centuries.

Antique bottles are no 
exception to the varied his-
tory they hold. Yet without 
intentional preservation and 
someone to tell their story 
these things become lost to 
time; and time cannot be kept 
in a bottle.

At the Vigo County History 
Center there is one small bot-
tle that tells some pretty big 
history for Terre Haute.

This week’s Historical 
Treasure is an aqua blue glass 
bottle of Hamlin’s Wizard Oil. 
It measures a mere 6.25” tall 
but contains a legacy larger 
than life.

For John Hamlin and his 
brother Lysander the common 
traveling medicine show 
would not do. The Hamlin’s 
wanted to offer their audience 
the most outrageous show 

anyone had 
ever seen.

Their 
ostentatious-

ly decorated wagon pulled 
by a pair of white stallions 
wowed small towns across 
the U.S. Midwest and Canada. 
The wagon featured a built-
in parlor organ and several 
variety acts.

The medicine show wagon 
was the perfect sales stage on 
wheels. The entertainment 
which included animal acts, 
lectures, musical performanc-
es, comedy, magic shows, and 
blackface minstrel acts could 
last two hours or longer.

Along with Wizard Oil, 
they sold song books so the 
audience could sing along. 
A leader in the “medicine” 
business, Hamlin paid for 
expensive advertising to sell 
his product.

When he purchased 
the image of P.T. Barnum’s 
“Jumbo”, the first animal to 
be featured in advertising, 
sales grew exponentially. With 
all his money, John Hamlin 
established the Chicago 
Opera House.

Hamlin’s Wizard Oil was 

in reality a complete hoax 
but to the masses who came 
gawking at the wonders 
proclaimed, it was a miracle 
cure, “The Great Medical 
Wonder”, it was hope in a bot-
tle. We know now that it was 
Hamlin’s overly exaggerated 
claims that his elixir could 
“cure cancer” that eventually 
led to his downfall.

Hamlin’s Wizard Oil met 
a tragic end but in one way it 
led our local songwriter, Paul 
Dresser, to stardom. Traveling 
with the Hamlin Wizard Oil 
show was one of Paul Dress-
er’s first opportunities to grow 
as a performer.

His music was published 
and sold for the first time. 
Paul only worked with the 
Hamlin medicine show for 
about a year before moving 
on, but he did later perform 
at the Chicago Grand Opera 
House.

His experience with the 
Hamlin Brothers was an 
influential time in the devel-
opment of his career as a 
performer and songwriter, 
eventually leading to his suc-
cess in the American music 
scene.

Historical 
Treasure

Tonics and Tunes — Paul Dresser’s 
start with Hamlin’s Wizard Oil

Vigo County History Center

Bottle of Hamlin’s Wizard Oil from the medicinal collection of the Vigo County History Center.
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ST. MARY-OF-THE-WOODS
Virtual, in-person 
Taizé prayer set
for July 8

Join the Sisters of Provi-
dence of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods for song, 
quiet contemplation and 
inspiring readings during 
the ecumenical Taizé Prayer 
service from 7 to 8 p.m. 
July 8.

Persons of all faith tra-
ditions are invited to these 
prayer services, which take 
place on the second Tuesday 
of each month. The hour-
long service includes prayer, 
beautiful music and time 
for silence and spoken and 
silent reflection.

Join us in person in the 
Church of the Immaculate 
Conception at Saint Mary-

of-the-Woods or find the 
livestream link at Taize.
SistersofProvidence.org.

For more information, 
visit Taize.SistersofProvi-
dence.org or call 812-535-
2952.

Woods nursing 
program earns 
reaccreditation

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College’s graduate nursing 
program has been awarded 
a full 10-year reaccredita-
tion by the Commission on 
Collegiate Nursing Educa-
tion, the maximum term 
granted by the accrediting 
body.

This recognition follows 
a comprehensive on-site 
evaluation and affirms the 
program’s excellence in 
preparing advanced practice 

nurses.
The reaccreditation 

applies to both the Master 
of Science in Nursing and 
the Post-Master’s Family 
Nurse Practitioner certificate 
programs. These offerings 
have been instrumental 
in addressing the growing 
demand for skilled, compas-
sionate primary care provid-
ers since their launches in 
2018 and 2019, respectively.

The CCNE is a nation-
ally recognized accrediting 
agency, acknowledged by 
the U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion, that ensures the qual-
ity and integrity of nursing 
programs. Its rigorous stan-
dards evaluate areas such as 
program mission and gover-
nance, institutional support, 
curriculum design, teaching 
practices and student out-
comes.

Rose-Hulman associate professor of China Studies Tim Grose, 
PhD, was presented with the Board of Trustees’ Outstanding 
Scholar Award recently at this year’s pre-commencement awards 
event May 29 in Hatfi eld Hall. Grose was recognized for his con-
sistent and high-impact scholarship in the fi eld of China Studies, 
with a particular focus on the Uyghur ethnic minority and issues 
of identity, policy, and repression within China. His widely cited 
2019 book, “Negotiating Inseparability in China: The Xinjiang Class 
and the Dynamics of Uyghur Ethno-National Identity,” received 
the Central Eurasian Studies Society Book Prize.

Rose-Hulman associate professor of Electrical & Computer 
Engineering Daniel Chang, PhD, received the Dean’s Outstand-
ing Teacher Award recently at this year’s pre-commencement 
awards event May 29 in Hatfi eld Hall. Chang, who teaches 
a range of courses from Introduction to Digital Systems to 
Advanced Computer Architecture, has been praised by students 
for his ability to clearly explain complex technical material 
through engaging storytelling, humor, and an inclusive class-
room environment.

Rose-Hulman’s Dale Long, director of media relations and exec-
utive editor of Echoes, earned the President’s Outstanding Ser-
vice Award recently at this year’s pre-commencement awards 
event May 29 in Hatfi eld Hall. For 37 years, Long has poured 
his heart and soul into celebrating the people and progress of 
Rose-Hulman, documenting student triumphs, faculty achieve-
ments, and alumni legacies on campus and across the country. 
Long, who will retire at the end of June, possesses an encyclo-
pedic knowledge of Rose-Hulman history and has spearheaded 

The Riverton Parke girls basketball year-end awards ceremony was recently held at the high 
school. Girls receiving special awards are from left: Aubri Morman, Most Improved; Corinne 
Loomis, Defensive MVP; Kenzie Nowicki, Most Rebounds; Haylee Mathas, Offensive MVP & 4 
Year Letter Earner; and Savannah Burleson, Sarah Norton Mental Attitude Award.

The Tri Kappa - Gamma 
Sigma Chapter of Rockville 
recently awarded $300 to the  
Riverton Parke Jr./Sr. High 
School music department. The 
organization usually awards 
a scholarship to a senior 
music student, but did not 
have any applicants this year. 
This donation will be used 
to purchase letter jacket pins 
and patches for the music 
students. Pictured is RP music 
teacher Lauren Hileman and 
Tri Kappa member Jana Crites.

Riverton Parke Jr./Sr. High School 
received a $1,500 contribution from 
Credit Union 1 to support the new golf 
team. This is the fi rst year Riverton 
Parke has had an offi cial boys golf 
team as part of its athletic program. RP 
golf is coached by Nick Kent, an avid 
golf enthusiast and RP math teacher. 
A girls golf team will be added to the 
sports program this fall. Riverton Parke 
Athletics appreciates this contribution 
and support of our new program. 
Shown receiving the donation check 
is Nick Kent, golf coach, and Kevin 
Allen, CSO of Credit Union 1.

Riverton Parke High School recently announced its king and queen candidates for the 2025 prom. 
Students enjoyed a themed night of “Tangled Up in Prom” at the ISU Hulman Center “Glass 
Pavilion” in Terre Haute. This year’s prom king and queen candidates include, in front from left: 
Meghan Fellows, Tiana Harper, Marley Kilzer, Kayli Hazzard, Kara Melvin, and Macee McEl-
roy. In the back: Adam Collom, Kyle Price, James Montclair, and Jameson Kelley. Not pictured 
Troy Oldham and Konner McCurdy.


