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Tribune-Star staff report

The Vigo County Public 
Library has announced its 
pick for the 2026 NEA Big 
Read.

The 2026 selection is 
“Bite by Bite: Nourishments 
& Jamborees” by Aimee 
Nezhukumatathil.

In a series of lyrical 
essays, the book explores the 
intersections of food, culture, 
and memory. Nezhukumata-
thil invites readers to consid-
er how tasting a particular 
food or dish can unlock deep 
memories—universal themes 
that resonate with nearly 
everyone.

The NEA Big Read is 

presented with support from 
the National Endowment for 
the Arts. Earlier this year, the 
Vigo County Public Library 
was named one of 65 organi-
zations nationwide to receive 
the NEA grant for 2026. A 

library committee chose Bite 
by Bite.

The goal of the NEA Big 
Read is to foster curiosity, a 
love of reading and a sense 
of community by encour-
aging everyone to read the 

same book at the same time.
The 2026 NEA Big Read 

will officially begin on March 
2. During the Big Read, the 
Library will distribute near-
ly 3,000 copies of “Bite by 
Bite.” Community members 
can pick up their copy at all 
three library branches and 
more than a dozen commu-
nity partner locations.

The library and its part-
ners will also host a series of 
conversations inspired by the 
book, as well as a variety of 
food-themed programs. Addi-
tionally, children will have 
an age-appropriate compan-
ion title to participate in the 
NEA Big Read.
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TERRE HAUTE

Un-Haunted 
Halloween 
Happenings at 
Deming Park

The Terre Haute Parks 
& Recreation Department 
will be hosting its Annual 
Un-Haunted Halloween 
Happenings at Deming Park 
from 6 to 9 p.m. on Oct. 17 
and 18. Un-Haunted nights 
are great for little ones who 
want to enjoy Halloween fes-
tivities with no fears.

Un-haunted train and 
wagon rides, weather permit-
ting, are $4. Bring the kids 
out for fun and free spooky 
story time hosted by the 
Vigo County Public Library, 
games, face painting, pump-
kin painting and more.

Glow products will be 
available for purchase. ACME 
Hotdogs, Crafty Chicks, Trop-
ical Sno and Sunshine Snack 

Kids will also have food and 
drinks available to purchase.

Children are encouraged 
to come dressed in their 
favorite Halloween costume.

A dog costume contest 
will take place at 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 17. Participants can 
pre-register their dog for $10; 
cost is $15 the day of the 
event. Prizes will be awarded 
to the best dressed dogs.

For more information call 
the Torner Center at 812-232-
0147.

THPD says shooting 
on Eighth Street 
under investigation

Terre Haute police are 
investigating a shooting that 
occurred about 6 p.m. Friday 
in the 800 block of North 
Eighth Street.

Officers dispatched to 
that location in response to 
reports of shots fired found 
one person injured, the Terre 
Haute Police Department 

said. That person was being 
treated at a local hospital.

The shooting remains 
under investigation. Police 
said they believe this is an 
isolated event and not related 
to any Indiana State Univer-
sity homecoming activities.

Additional informa-
tion will be released as it 
becomes available, police 
said.

Trunk or Treat is 
Thursday at Deming

The Terre Haute Parks & 
Recreation Department will 
be hosting its Seventh Annu-
al Trunk or Treat at Deming 
Park on Thursday from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. or while supplies 
last.

City departments, local 
businesses and organizations 
from across the city will be 
there to pass out candy.

Children are encouraged 
to come dressed in their 
favorite Halloween costume.

For more information call 
the Torner Center at 812-
232-0147.

VIGO COUNTY
Tim Wright with 
Steel Petals to play 
at Boot City Opry

The Boot City Opry wel-
comes back Tim Wright with 
Steel Petals at 7 p.m. Oct. 18.

Steel Petals is an Indi-
anapolis-based band that 
blends captivating harmo-
nies with a fresh, dynamic 
sound. Fronted by the vocal 
talents of Tim Wright, Cat 
Federspiel and Jenn Moe, the 
band delivers a performance 
with rich, layered melodies 
and heartfelt lyrics.

General admission tickets 
are $20 and available at the 
office, Boot City main regis-
ter area, by calling 812-299-
8521, online at bootcityopry.
com and at the door on the 
night of the show.

Briefly
From Tribune-Star staff reports

For the Tribune-Star

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College and Ivy Tech Com-
munity College nursing stu-
dents learned the importance 
of being ready when disaster 
strikes during Friday’s annu-
al fall mock disaster drill.

The students practiced 
triage and other skills used 
in disaster medicine to treat 
those wounded or killed in 
the simulated shooting by a 
terrorist who disagreed with 
the values of the college.

In total, about 70 SMWC 
and Ivy Tech nursing stu-
dents and 10 SMWC crimi-
nology students participated 
in the event.

“This is a really important 
experience for me because 
I want to work in the ER 
someday,” said Emma Boo-
her, an SMWC senior nursing 
major from Linton, whose 
role was to transport victims 
during the scenario. “If some-
thing like this were ever to 
happen when we’re nurses, 
we’ll have a better idea how 
we should react now.”

This mock disaster is an 
essential learning experience 
for nursing students, like 
Booher.

“It bridges theory and 
real-world emergency 
response,” said Amanda 

O’Brien, senior lecturer of 
nursing at SMWC. “It pro-
vides hands-on application of 
skills, develops critical think-
ing skills, allows students the 
opportunity to practice com-
munication under pressure, 
as well as interact with other 
professions.”

“This is a real experience 
in interprofessional collab-
oration, which is vital for 
these students as they go into 
the medical field. Teamwork 
is simply a must in medi-
cine,” said Melyssa McCoy, 
a nursing professor at Ivy 
Tech. “There were weeks of 
preparation, including a full 
day of disaster management 
training, and now they get 
to practice what they’ve 
learned.”

Training activities like 
this are becoming increasing-

ly vital for anyone going into 
the medical field.

“It’s unfortunate that 
events like this really do 
happen, so we have to be 
prepared if and when it 
does,” said Alexandra Gill, an 
Ivy Tech nursing major from 
Terre Haute. “We all have an 
idea in our minds about how 
we should react and what we 
should do in the case of an 
event like this, but now we 
get to put it into practice.”

Louis Reeves, visiting 
assistant professor in the 
Department of Criminology 
and Criminal Justice, said 
there were weeks of coordi-
nation between his emergen-
cy management class and 
the Vigo County Emergency 
Management Agency, Vigo 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
Terre Haute Police Depart-

ment leading up to the event.
Students in the emergen-

cy management class helped 
with the event as part of 
their training to learn the job 
of the Vigo County Emergen-
cy manager, which includes 
conducting both disaster 
drills and training.

They oversaw the facil-
itation, including makeup 
for the actors, prepared and 
placed all the victims in the 
scenario and assumed the 
role of safety officers during 
the event.

“This is a great experience 
for me to get in my freshman 
year,” said Felicia Omosebi, 
a criminology major from 
Orlando, Florida. “This is the 
kind of scenario we’ll have 
to face when we get to the 
workforce, so I’m pumped 
and excited to be a part of 
this.”

It’s an eye-opening expe-
rience for students, and orga-
nizers hope it prepares them 
to jump into action when 
time is of the essence.

“This is a side of disas-
ters that nursing students 
don’t always get to see when 
they’re in more controlled 
environments,” said Vigo 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Deputy Director Tracy 
Ramsey. “We hope mass 
causality incidents like this 
never happen, but this gives 
these students a new per-
spective.”

This item was submitted 
to the Tribune-Star by Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College.

Woods, Ivy Tech nursing students test 
their skills in mock disaster drill
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College and Ivy Tech Community College 
nursing students learned the importance of being ready when 
disaster strikes during Friday’s annual fall mock disaster drill.

Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana tax collections 
are running $270 million 
ahead of projections after 
three months of the fiscal 
year, according to the latest 
monthly revenue report.

The revenue is even 
stronger compared to the 
prior year’s first quarter — 
about $532 million, or a 
10.7% increase.

“Our state’s monthly 
revenue report once again 
exceeds expectations — 
proof that the strong, pro-

growth foun-
dation built 
under Presi-
dent Trump 
continues 
to fuel our 
economy,” 
said Gov. 
Mike Braun, 
R-Jasper.

“We’ll keep building on 
that momentum to deliver 
results for Hoosiers through 
fiscal responsibility and 
conservative leadership.”

The fiscal year runs from 
July 1, 2025, to June 30, 

2026.
Revenue for Indiana’s 

general fund for September 
was $313.6 million higher 
than the same time last 
year — a 15.6% increase. 
And it was $131 million 
more than expected under 
the latest revenue forecast.

Sales tax revenue has 
been especially strong — up 
6% in September and 9% 
above the prior year.

Individual income taxes 
over the first three months 
of the fiscal year have 
grown $205 million over 

the prior year, or nearly 
12%.

The forecast was down-
graded by more than $2 bil-
lion in early April — leading 
to major cuts in the state 
budget. Agencies generally 
have been forced to reduce 
their spending by 10%. That 
has led to slashing Indiana’s 
child care programs and 
laying off state workers, 
among other cuts.

Visit the Indiana Capital 
Chronicle website at indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Indiana reports surprisingly strong 
revenue collections for its fi rst quarter

BRAUN

Scenario: Treat 
the victims of a 
shooting attack 

By Benjamin Thorp
WFYI

Roughly one in five 
Indiana residents has med-
ical debt that is currently 
in collections, according 
to a 2022 report from the 
Indiana Community Action 
Poverty Institute.

Now, the group is trying 
to educate Hoosiers on how 
to manage a debt that tops 
$2 billion statewide.

That amount puts Indi-
ana at 11th in the nation 
for the number of residents 
with medical debt in col-
lections.

The Indiana Community 
Action Poverty Institute’s 
work centered around resi-
dents of La Porte County. It 
included efforts to educate 
residents on how to negoti-
ate lower bills, tools for set-
ting up payment plans, and 
places to find assistance.

The educational 
materials developed by 
the institute included a 
brochure that outlines the 
basic rights Hoosiers have 
around medical billing — 
including the ability to dis-
pute bills or ask for good 
faith estimates ahead of 
receiving care.

Lauren Murfee is a pol-
icy analyst for the institute. 
She said conversations 

with residents revealed that 
rising costs are a growing 
problem.

“Basic things that are 
really needed people are 
struggling with because of 
the burden of their medical 
debt,” she said.

The size of Indiana’s 
medical debt is likely 
larger than Murfee and the 
institute have reported. She 
noted that their analysis 
has only looked at debt 
that is currently in collec-
tions.

“That doesn’t include 
ones that aren’t payment 
plans, ones that were paid 
off credit cards, other 
kind of sources,” she said. 
“So that number likely is 
higher.”

An analysis by the 
health policy institute KFF 
has suggested that as many 
as 40% of U.S. adults have 
some kind of medical debt.

Indiana has begun 
exploring possible legis-
lation to protect residents 
or manage medical debt. 
A study committee could 
possibly release recommen-
dations before the end of 
the year.

Used with permission. 
Visit WFYI at www.wfyi.
org. Contact Benjamin 
Thorp at bthorp@wfyi.org.

Study: Medical debt tops 
$2 billion for Hoosiers


