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ENGINEERS’ SCORING THREAT
Joey Schmitz and Rose-Hulman seek HCAC basketball title, SPORTS  B1

VIGO COUNCIL
Vigo County Council acts on budget 
committee suggestions, NEWS — A2

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College had reached a 
record $1.6 million in fundraising even before its 
annual Woods Giving Day began.

The focus of the day-long philanthropic effort 
Tuesday then turned to reaching the goal of 1,200 
donors to unlock an additional $115,000 in chal-
lenge gifts. 

“It is a record setting day,” said Brennan Ran-
dolph, SMWC president, as he made phone calls to 
prospective donors from the Woods Student Center.

The success continued throughout the day.
As of 5 p.m., the college had reached the goal and 

achieved 1,260 donors and raised $1.8 million. So, 
officials decided to try for 1,500 donors.

RECORD GIVING 
AT THE WOODS

SMWC tops previous bests, breaks $1.8M mark on Woods Giving Day

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Izzy Reel, advancement offi cer for Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College, records a video update and a thank you to those 
who have donated Tuesday during Woods Giving Day in the college’s Rooney Library.

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College junior Malachi Hatfi eld 
calls a potential donor from a table in the college’s Rooney 
Library on Tuesday for Woods Giving Day.Turn to GIVING, A5

By Casey Smith
Indiana Capital Chronicle 

Indianapolis

Indiana lawmakers on 
Monday revisited a contro-
versial provision in Senate 
Bill 199 that would require 
state officials to scrutinize 
and potentially eliminate cer-
tain low-wage college degree 
programs offered at Indiana’s 
public institutions.

A vote is expected on the 
bill Wednesday.

The Commission for 
Higher Education would be 
directed to review programs 
whose graduates earn medi-
an wages below set thresh-
olds — ranging roughly from 
$24,000 to $35,000, depend-
ing on the credential — and 

take action 
following 
additional 
analysis and 
public report-
ing.

The bill 
would oper-
ate alongside 
other ongo-
ing higher 
education 
review efforts 
already 
underway 
in Indiana, 
including 
recent CHE 
crackdowns 

to cut or merge hundreds of 
low-enrollment or duplicative 
degree programs statewide.

The provision prompted 
concerns from multiple Dem-
ocrats about limiting student 
choice.

More Indiana college 
degree programs 

in jeopardy of cuts
Pfaff says choice 
should be left to 
parents, students

PFAFF

By Casey Smith
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indianapolis

After hours of emotional 
testimony from frustrated 
parents and school leaders, 
an Indiana House committee 
is weighing whether to revive 
youth social media restric-
tions inside a wide-ranging 
education agency bill.

This time, however, 
lawmakers are considering 
a model aimed at parental 
consent and data regulation 
— with more onus on social 
media companies — rather 
than an outright youth social 

media ban that senators 
stripped from the bill earlier 
this session.

Indiana House revisits youth
social media restrictions
Fishers teen’s 
death leads to 
renewed push

Screenshot/Indiana Capital Chronicle

Beau Buzbee, right, testifi es 
before the House Education 
Committee on Monday at the 
Statehouse in Indianapolis. 
Buzbee’s daughter Hailey was 
killed after being lured by an 
online predator.

Turn to PROGRAMS, A5

Turn to MEDIA, A5

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

The Southwest Parke Commu-
nity School Corp. board Tuesday 
night voted 5-0 to close Montezuma 
Elementary as a cost-saving mea-
sure, effective at the close of the 
2025-26 academic year.

The closure is necessary because 

of the district’s declining enrollment 
and loss of revenue, in particular a 
significant reduction in property tax 
revenue due to Senate Enrolled Act 
1, officials say.

A resolution approved by the 
board also provides for the fol-
lowing, effective with the 2026-27 
academic year:

• Fifth and sixth grade students 

from both Montezuma Elementary 
and Rosedale Elementary will be 
served on the Riverton Parke High 
School campus.

• The Riverton Parke High 
School campus will house two 
schools: Riverton Parke Middle 
School, serving grades 5 through 8; 
and, Riverton Parke High School, 
serving grades 9 through 12.

• Rosedale Elementary will serve 
all school corporation students in 
grades kindergarten through 4, 
including students who previously 
would have attended Montezuma 
Elementary.

• The corpora-
tion preschool pro-
gram will be fully 
parent-pay.

The resolution 
also states that 
“current Operations 
Fund revenues are 
insufficient to sup-
port the operation 

of three campuses,” and “student 
enrollment histories and projections 
indicate declining enrollment.”

When the proposed closure was 
introduced at Tuesday’s meeting, 
those attending raised several con-

cerns about the impact on Monte-
zuma students, including transpor-
tation issues, as well as the overall 
disruption in the lives of students 
and families.

One person asked why Mon-
tezuma was chosen for closure 
instead of Rosedale Elementary. 
Montezuma’s smaller enrollment 
was cited.

Phil Harrison, Southwest Parke 
Community School Corp superin-
tendent, addressed the urgency of 
the situation.

SW Parke schools to close Montezuma Elementary
Board votes 5-0 to shutter school 

citing declining revenue, enrollment 

HARRISON

Turn to CLOSE, A2
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Dollars generated go to 
the Woods Fund, the college’s 
general, unrestricted operat-
ing fund. It supports student 
scholarships, which in turn 
support the college’s other 
operating needs, including 
technology, academic pro-
grams, technology, facilities 
and athletics.

Woods Giving Day is very 
important in funding college 
operations, Randolph said.

Last year, the Woods Giv-
ing Day raised just over $1 
million.

According to Randolph, 
this year, the college had an 
early challenge match. By 
raising $550,000, it unlocked 
an additional $450,000 by 
the end of January.

“That really kind of 
propelled us forward,” he 
said. The large match was 
unprecedented in the 11-year 
history of Woods Giving Day, 
the college’s single, largest 
fundraising event.

The Woods Student Cen-
ter was filled with students, 
faculty, staff and alumni 
making calls to prospective 
donors.

Once again, Tonya 
Sawyer’s students in sports 
communications and sports 
financing classes were 
among those helping out. 

Sawyer is a Woods 
assistant professor of sport 
management and she chairs 
the business and leadership 
department.

Her students “are learning 
in the classroom and apply-
ing what they’ve learned to 
real-world experience today,” 
Sawyer said.

Many of the students 
aspire to careers in the 
coaching industry or as ath-
letic directors.

“They have to learn how 
to communicate and they 
have to learn how to ask for 
money in the industry. This 
does both of those,” she said.

The Woods Giving Day “is 
extremely important” for the 
college, Sawyer said. “It helps 
the college continue to thrive 
and offer opportunities to 
keep our students successful 
and provide opportunities 
that other institutions nor-
mally cannot provide.”

SMWC is a small, private, 
liberal arts institution that 
offers small class sizes and 
individualized instruction, 

and it helps students make 
real world connections, she 
said.

Woods senior Blake Pat-
terson was 
among many 
students 
helping call 
prospective 
donors Tues-
day morning.

Often, 
those he con-
tacted wanted 
to chat and 

reminisce about their time at 
the Woods. 

Patterson, a math major 
who attended Clay City 
Junior/Senior High School, 
aspires to a career as a sec-
ondary math teacher.

This marked his third 
year helping raise funds on 
Woods Giving Day.

The Woods is built on 
community and creates 
strong bonds among its stu-
dents, he said. “I feel like it is 
very important to give back.”

Donations assist current 
students and pave the way 
for future Woodsies, he said.

People can give through 
midnight Tuesday. They 
can call 888-769-0013; give 
online by going to giving.
smwc.edu; they can mail a 
check with “Woods Giving 
Day” in the memo.

For those who mail a 
check, the address is PO Box 
70, Saint Mary of the Woods, 
IN 47876.

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.
com. Follow Sue on X at @
TribStarSue.
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Tonya Sawyer, assistant professor of sports management at 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College, makes a call to a potential 
donor from the college’s Rooney Library on Tuesday for Woods 
Giving Day.

PATTERSON

Giving
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Indiana Secretary of 
Education Katie Jenner told 
lawmakers the intent is not 
to devalue careers, but to 
ensure families understand 
the financial outcomes tied 
to different postsecondary 
paths before students take on 
significant debt.

She emphasized that 
wage data should be part of 
a broader conversation about 
workforce needs, student 
debt and transparency.

She declined to name any 
specific degree programs of 
concern, though.

“Let’s say it’s underwater 
basket weaving that 40 kids 
in Indiana have signed up 
for and they’re set to make 
$12,000 a year, and they’ve 
paid $20,000 per year (for the 
degree) and are now — like 
the average child in Indiana 
— $30,000 in debt,” she said. 
“That may be a program we 

look at … 
and I’ll do it 
every day, all 
day long.”

Rep. Tonya 
Pfaff, D-Terre 
Haute, 
pushed back, 
arguing that 
earnings 

should not determine wheth-
er programs exist.

“It’s called freedom. The 
parents and the students get 
to make that choice. ‘Hey, I’m 
going to be so-and-so and 
only make $12,000’ — that’s 
my choice. I’m going to put 
$100,000 in my education. 
It’s my choice to be whatev-
er,” she said. “This is about 
choice.”

Rep. Ed DeLaney, D-In-
dianapolis, additionally 
argued that the state would 
be overstepping its role by 
second-guessing universities’ 
academic judgments and stu-
dents’ personal choices, espe-
cially in fields that are “less 
lucrative” but still culturally 

and intellectually important.
He said the core issue is 

who gets to decide what kind 
of future students pursue.

DeLaney said he has 
no issue with the state 
“drowning” students with 
information about costs, debt 
and likely earnings. But he 
objected to using that data to 
shut down programs entirely.

“In my view, this is a form 
of Stalinism. We know what’s 
best for our people, and we 
tell them to do it, and I don’t 
think that’s what the Repub-
lican philosophy should be,” 
DeLaney said.

“Don’t you be telling 
them that you’re out, that 
your program is shut down, 
and you can’t study that at 
our universities,” he contin-
ued. “That’s just going to nar-
row the field of knowledge, 
the field of study, the field of 
opportunity for people.”

Visit the Capital Chroni-
cle’s website at indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.
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Sara Boyer, associate vice president for student success at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College, talks to a potential donor during 
the 11th annual Woods Giving Day on Tuesday in the college’s 
Rooney Library.

JENNER

Senate Bill 199, an 
Indiana Department of 
Education bill authored by 
Sen. Jeff Raatz, R-Richmond, 
was discussed for several 
hours Monday in the House 
Education Committee, 
with much of the debate 
dominated by a proposed 
amendment to impose new 
guardrails on social media 
platforms used by Hoosier 
children.

A proposed amendment 
would add new language to 
require parental consent for 
children under 16 to create 
or maintain accounts; limit 
practices related to the col-
lection, use and retention of 
data from Hoosier minors; 
and curb what many on 
Monday called “addictive 
algorithms” for accounts 
used by children 15 and 
younger.

House Education Chair-
man Bob Behning, R-Indi-
anapolis, placed the bill on 
the committee’s Wednesday 
calendar and said lawmak-
ers are expected to take 
amendments and vote on 
whether to advance it to the 
full House.

“This bill looks at social 
media a little bit different-
ly,” Behning told the com-
mittee. “We know (social 
media) has a huge impact 
on student learning. We 
also know that it’s almost 
as addictive as alcohol and 
a number of things — that 
dopamine is released — and 
how it’s a continued, addic-
tive behavior that kids get 
sucked into.”

Parental consent, 
platform limits
Earlier versions of SB 

199 included a prohibition 
on social media use for 
children, but lawmakers 
ultimately stripped that lan-
guage on the Senate floor 
amid legal, enforcement and 
parental-rights concerns.

The House proposal 
instead regulates how plat-
forms interact with minors 
and their families, placing 
new legal obligations on 
companies rather than bar-
ring access outright.

Under the pending 
amendment, social media 
providers would be required 
to use age estimation to 
identify Indiana users who 
are 15 or younger and 
obtain verifiable parental 
consent before allowing 
those accounts to continue. 
Behning said social media 
companies are able to deter-
mine a user’s age “within a 
very short period of time” 
and “with high level of 
accuracy.”

The consent process 
could include identity verifi-
cation, payment credentials 
or other widely used con-
firmation tools designed to 
ensure an adult is authoriz-
ing the account.

Parents would be offered 
monitoring tools and, in 
some cases, a separate pass-
word for the account.

The amendment’s lan-
guage also restricts how 
companies can use and 
retain parental consent 
information, prohibiting 
platforms from selling that 
information or using it for 
advertising, marketing or 
unrelated data collection, 
and authorizes enforcement 
by the Indiana attorney 
general under the state’s 

consumer protection laws.
The amendment would 

additionally prohibit social 
media companies from 
deploying certain algo-
rithms on accounts used by 
younger children and bar 
the sale or exploitation of 
Hoosier children’s data.

“We’re trying to say that 
Hoosier kids’ data is not 
available for sale — that 
their data belongs to them, 
not to marketers,” Behning 
said. “When you start using 
social media frequently, you 
will see where you maybe 
click on cats, and then all 
of a sudden you’ll see more 
and more and more cat 
videos with the intent of 
really getting students and 
kids more addicted to this 
algorithm.”

The amendment largely 
mirrors language adopted 
in other states, including 
Florida, which supporters 
noted has withstood early 
court challenges.

The push follows a 
separate effort during the 
2025 legislative session, 
when lawmakers advanced 
a youth social media ban 
through the Senate only for 
it to stall without a hearing 
in the House.

‘Losing the fight 
to protect our 

children’
Joann Bogard, a parent 

from Wadesville, told law-
makers her 15-year-old son, 
Mason, died in 2019 after 
attempting a viral social 
media trend — a “choking 
challenge” — that was 
pushed to him by an algo-
rithm on YouTube.

“I was the parent who 
was engaged and followed 
all of the expert guidelines 
to protect my son. I had 
safeguards turned on. I 
checked his devices. We had 
hard conversations,” Bog-
ard said. “I thought I had 
everything covered, but that 
wasn’t enough to fight the 
algorithms, which are inten-
tionally designed to capture 
the attention, manipulate 
behavior and keep young 
users online for as long as 
possible.”

“This isn’t a parenting 
failure,” she continued. 
“It’s the result of deliberate 
choices from big tech.”

Beau Buzbee, whose 

daughter Hailey was killed 
after being lured online by 
a predator, urged lawmak-
ers not to let the moment 
pass.

“We are in the midst of 
the greatest crisis of our 
time. We are losing the fight 
to protect our children,” 
Buzbee said. “The internet 
and social media are the 
devil’s and predators’ play-
grounds, and it’s on this 
front that we must fight.”

Buzbee’s testimony came 
amid broader Statehouse 
discussions on Monday 
sparked by the Fishers 
teen’s disappearance and 
death. State and legislative 
leaders said Hailey’s “trag-
ic” death exposed gaps in 
how Indiana law addresses 
online grooming and child 
safety.

Hailey Buzbee, a 17-year-
old Hamilton Southeastern 
High School student, left 
home in early January and 
was missing for nearly 
a month before police 
announced they believed 
she was dead.

Authorities allege she 
had been communicating 
online for more than a year 
with a 39-year-old man now 
charged in Ohio with child 
sexual exploitation-relat-
ed offenses and evidence 
tampering connected to the 
investigation.

“This is a different world, 
and one that we’re all adapt-
ing to,” said House Speaker 
Todd Huston, R-Fishers. 
“I think we’re in a world 
where this is always going 
to be looked at every ses-
sion.”
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