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When You Need A Lift, 

Anderson’s  Medical 

Products

Is Always There To 

Help You UP!

HARMAR Stairlifts
Sit back and enjoy the ride!

Indiana State Univer-
sity’s School of Music will 
host its 51st annual Jazz 
Festival on Feb. 21 in Uni-
versity Hall, continuing a 
long-standing tradition of 
outstanding jazz perfor-
mance, education, and com-
munity engagement.

The event is free and 
open to the public.

This year’s festival 
will feature guest pianist 
Sullivan Fortner and his 
trio, who will headline an 
evening performance at 
7:30 p.m. Fortner is the 
recipient of the 2026 Larry 
J. Bell Jazz Artist Award. 
His trio was named Rising 
Star Jazz Group in the 2024 
DownBeat Critics Poll and 
is internationally recognized 
for its inventive sound and 
exceptional musicianship.

The School of Music 
received a Chamber Music 
America Presenter Pro-
gram Jazz grant to host the 
Sullivan Fortner Trio, with 
additional support provided 
through the university’s 
Experiential Learning and 
Community Engagement 
Grant.

“The ISU Jazz Festival 
has always been about 
bringing people togeth-
er through music,” said 
Peggy Moran, director and 
professor of the School of 
Music. “Hosting artists like 
Sullivan Fortner and Jamey 
Aebersold gives students at 
every level an experience 
that is both artistically 
inspiring and educationally 
transformative.”

The festival will show-
case performances by the 
ISU Jazz Band alongside 
11 high school and middle 
school bands from across 
the region. Participating stu-
dents will have the oppor-
tunity to perform in a colle-
giate setting while engaging 
directly with nationally and 
internationally recognized 
jazz artists.

Adding to the festival’s 
distinctive programming is 
Corni Angelicus, an ensem-
ble affiliated with ISU 
faculty. The group features 
a unique arrangement of 
four French horns with a 
jazz rhythm section and 
offers a compelling blend of 
classical technique and jazz 

expression.
Education remains at the 

heart of the Jazz Festival. 
Fortner will lead a master-
class for students, offering 
firsthand insight into pro-
fessional performance and 
musicianship. In addition, 
legendary jazz educator 
Jamey Aebersold will 
present two improvisation 
clinics based on his influ-
ential and best-selling jazz 
education series, providing 
a rare learning opportunity 
for students and educators 
alike.

The Gamma Lambda 
chapter of Phi Mu Alpha 
Sinfonia, the professional 
music fraternity, coordi-
nates the festival. 

ISU will host Jazz 
Festival on Feb. 21

Jenn Thompson

Indiana State University’s School of Music will host its 51st 
annual Jazz Festival on Feb. 21 in University Hall.

Jazz Festival 
Schedule
of Events

 ■8 a.m. – Terre Haute South 
High School

 ■8:30 a.m. – Northview High 
School

 ■9 a.m. – Honey Creek Middle 
School

 ■9:30 a.m. – West Vigo Middle 
School

 ■10 a.m. – Plainfi eld 
Community Middle School

 ■10:30 a.m. – West Vigo High 
School

 ■11 a.m. – Improvisation 
Masterclass #1 with Jamey 
Aebersold (Boyce Recital Hall)

 ■Noon – Break

 ■1 p.m. – Improvisation 
Masterclass #2 with Jamey 
Aebersold (Boyce Recital Hall)

 ■2 p.m. – ISU Jazz Ensemble

 ■2:30 p.m. – Mahomet-
Seymour Junior High School

 ■3 p.m. – Terre Haute North 
High School

 ■3:30 p.m. – Lake Central 
High School

 ■4 p.m. – Rantoul Township 
High School

 ■4:30 p.m. – Mahomet-
Seymour High School

 ■5 p.m. – Piano Masterclass 
with Sullivan Fortner

 ■6 p.m. – Break

 ■6:30 p.m. – Corni Angelicus 
Performance

 ■7:30 p.m. – Sullivan Fortner 
Trio

By Tom Davies
Indiana Capital Chronicle 

Indianapolis

Uncertainty surrounds 
how a proposal allowing a 
new Indiana casino will pro-
ceed in the Legislature.

A state Senate committee 
had discussions Wednesday 
over possible major shake-
ups to a House-endorsed 
bill authorizing transfer of 
the license for Indiana’s low-
est-performing casino from 
the Ohio River city of Rising 
Sun.

The Senate Public Policy 
Committee, however, didn’t 
vote on any of those amend-
ments before advancing the 
bill to another Senate panel 
for consideration.

Possible changes present-
ed by Public Policy Commit-
tee Chair Ron Alting, R-La-
fayette, would have created 
a new casino license rather 
than transferring the existing 
Rising Sun license.

Other proposed changes 
would have limited possible 
sites for the new casino to 
three Fort Wayne-area coun-
ties — Allen, DeKalb and 
Steuben — by striking eastern 
Indiana’s Wayne County from 
the list now in House Bill 
1038, and require counties 
interested in landing the 
casino to hold referendums 
seeking voter agreement.

Alting said details of the 
casino bill are “a discussion 
in progress” and that the 
Senate’s Republican lead-
ers will be weighing in on 
changes.

For now the bill remains 
unchanged from what the 
House approved earlier this 

month. The legislation now 
goes to the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, which 
faces a Feb. 19 deadline to 
advance it to the full Senate.

Fort Wayne or 
elsewhere?

Several community 
leaders from Richmond 
and Wayne County testified 
Wednesday about broad sup-
port for a casino pursuit.

Melissa Vance, president 
and CEO of the Wayne 
County Area Chamber of 
Commerce, pointed to a 
state-commissioned study 
released in October finding 
that the Richmond area was 
the third most-promising 
location for a new casino — 
behind downtown Indianapo-
lis and the Fort Wayne area.

“We have pulled together 
… such a great coalition of 
people that are aligned,” she 
told the committee. “I am 
sure all of you know that 
that is not common, that 
everyone aligns and activates 
so quickly, and that just 
shows the passion and the 
interest.”

Indiana Senate Public 

Policy Committee Chair 
Ron Alting, R-Lafayette, top 
row fourth from left, speaks 
during a committee meeting 
on Feb. 11, 2026. (Photo by 
Tom Davies/Indiana Capital 
Chronicle)

The bill would require the 
casino company submitting 
the project bid selected by 
the Indiana Gaming Com-
mission to spend at least 
$500 million on the casino 
and amenities within five 
years of the doors opening to 
gamblers.

Several local officials 
from northeastern Indiana 
spoke in favor of a casino 
project in that area. But 
some Allen County residents 
objected, citing concerns 
ranging from increased gam-
bling addiction and crime to 
whether property values near 
a casino would drop.

“Not a single elected offi-
cial campaigned on bringing 
a casino to the area, and 
there’s been no local public 
push, nor grassroots move-
ment from constituents, for a 
casino,” said Kristen Bissontz 
of the Coalition for a Better 
Allen County.

Senate must 
weigh in soon

It is unclear what details 
of a casino bill could pass 
the Senate this session as a 
version that Alting’s commit-
tee endorsed in December 
never reached the full Senate 
before a late-January dead-
line.

Alting said Wednesday 
he expected the Senate will 
approve a casino bill, but 
wasn’t sure on its specifics.

The casino in Rising Sun 
generates about $42 million 
a year in gross revenue and 
paid $3.6 million in state 
gaming taxes last year. Last 
year’s study projected that an 
Allen County casino could 
generate $204 million in 
revenue and $61 million in 
annual state taxes.

Alting referenced con-
cerns from Ohio County and 
Rising Sun officials about 
how the local governments 
could be compensated if the 
community lost the casino 
that is its largest employer 
and tax revenue source.

He also said he supported 
creating a new casino license 
and leaving the Rising Star 
Casino owned by Las Vegas-
based Full House Resorts in 
place.

“That assures them that 
nothing’s going to be cut,” 
Alting told the Indiana 
Capital Chronicle. “It’ll be 
business as usual. They’ll 
be in whole. They won’t be 
left with vacant property, an 
empty casino, empty parking 
garages.”

Visit the Capital Chroni-
cle’s website at indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Indiana casino relocation bill advances, 
but Senate stance remains uncertain

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Tom Davies

Melissa Vance, president and CEO of the Wayne County Area 
Chamber of Commerce, speaks during an Indiana Senate Public 
Policy Committee on Wednesday
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The 11th annual Woods 
Giving Day at Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods College reached 
a historic level, raising 
$1,949,776 with the help of 
1,511 donors during the cul-
mination of this year’s event 
Tuesday.

The kickoff began last 
year with the Early Giving 
Challenge on Dec. 1.

The money will support 
the Woods Fund, the col-
lege’s unrestricted fund that 

directly impacts students and 
college operations.

“We are ecstatic and very 
grateful to have such tremen-
dous support for WGD 2026. 
The record number of vol-
unteers and donors who par-
ticipated in the day certainly 

made this a victory for the 
entire Woods community,” 
said Izzy Reel, advancement 
officer at SMWC.

This year’s Woods Giving 
Day goal was to raise $1 
million from 1,200 unique 
donors. This helped SMWC 
to unlock a $450,000 chal-
lenge match from two gener-
ous alumni.

It was just one of five 
challenges launched by 
alumni and community part-
ners that played a significant 
role in helping to reach the 

goals for Woods Giving Day.
“Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 

College is blessed with 
support from our students, 
alumni, friends, faculty and 
staff. It was on full display 
today, and the results are 
humbling,” said Brennan 
Randolph, college president.

About 100 volunteer stu-
dents, faculty, staff and alum-
ni also helped the college by 
making calls to SMWC sup-
porters in the Woods Student 
Center for about 12 hours on 
Tuesday.

SMWC raises more than $1.9 million on Woods Giving Day

For the Tribue-Star

Two sites in Vigo Coun-
ty — The Country Club of 
Terre Haute and Spruce 
Street A.M.E. Church and Par-
sonage in Terre Haute — have 
been added to the National 
Register of Historic Places.

In January, Indiana added 
10 listings to the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Country Club 
of Terre Haute
The Country Club of Terre 

Haute was founded in 1898 
and was established at the 
present location in the Allen-
dale neighborhood in 1919.

As the first country club 
in Terre Haute and Vigo 
County, the site became an 
early hub of recreational and 
social activity for many local 
citizens.

The golf course is a local-
ly significant 20th century 
design, embodying key char-
acteristics of course design 
and its subsequent evolution.

The Country Club of 
Terre Haute is an intact and 
significant example of how 
wealthy, upper middle-class 
white families interacted 
socially. Most country clubs 
were exclusive, member-only 
locations that provided a 
single location for both recre-
ation and social activity.

Discussion of the move of 
the club to its present loca-
tion, which began in 1915, 
was also closely tied to the 
development of Allendale 
subdivision.

Spruce St. A.M.E.  
Church, Parsonage 

The Spruce Street African 
Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) 
Church is at 1660 Spruce 
St. on Terre Haute’s near 
northeast side. The former 

parsonage is directly north of 
the church in a neighborhood 
of mostly early 20th century 
one-story frame homes.

The tall one-story church 
is on a raised basement 
with a concrete foundation. 
The walls are composed of 
brown-colored brick molded 
with a pattern to resemble 
brick in Flemish bond. The 
church has several histor-
ic stained art glass wood 
windows. It has features of 
the Tudor Revival style that 
was popular from the late 
1800s through the 1930s.
The one-story parsonage is 
a simple, aluminum-sided 
gable-front house with an 
incised porch.

The church’s close associ-
ation with the growing Afri-
can American community 
in Terre Haute is significant. 
Black minister James A. 
Mitcham designed and built 
the church and parsonage for 
his own congregation. From 
its much earlier organization, 
through the building’s con-
struction in 1927, the church 
played an important part in 
the Black community into 
the late 20th century.

Spruce Street a.m.E. 
Church is a standing remind-
er and tangible link to Terre 
Haute’s African American 
population of the early 20th 
century.

Other Indiana 
locations:

The other Indiana loca-
tions added in January were:

• Benton County: Oxford 
Town Square Historic District;

• Elkhart County, Elcona 
Country Club;

• Floyd County: Northside 
Industrial Historic District;

• Lake County: St. Mary’s 
Byzantine Catholic Parish 

Campus;
• Marion County: St. John’s 

Missionary Baptist Church;
• St. Joseph County: Edge-

water Place Historic District 
and Taylor’s Field Historic 
District;

• Tipton County: Tipton 
Courthouse Square Historic 
District.

For more information on 
Indiana properties listed in 
the National Register of His-
toric Places and the Indiana 
Register of Historic Sites and 

Structures go to on.IN.gov/
SHAARD.

Text and photos for this 
item were provided by the 
Preservation at the Cross-
roads Newsletter, which is 
published by the Indiana 
Department of Natural 
Resources. To subscribe to 
the newsletter, visit https://
bit.ly/4atDski. To read the 
larger, original item from the 
newsletter, see this article on 
the Tribune-Star’s website, 
www.tribstar.com.

Country Club, Spruce Street A.M.E. Church 
added to National Register of Historic Places

Submitted photos

The Country Club of Terre Haute, top, and Spruce Street A.M.E, 
church, above, have been added to the National Register of 
Historic Places.


