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SYCAMORES LOSE AT SIU
Indiana State men’s basketball drops MVC game to Salukis, SPORTS  B1

COUNTY UPDATE
Vigo Commissioners accentuate the 

positive in county update, NEWS — A3

By Mark Fitton
Tribune-Star

Alexandra Wilson, a Republican 
primary candidate for state senator for 
District 38, can stay on the May 5 bal-
lot, the Indiana Election Commission 
ruled Wednesday morning.

Wilson’s candidacy was challenged 
by Jeffrey P. Gallant, a Vigo County 
resident and attorney with the Bopp 

Law Firm in Terre Haute. Gallant’s 
challenge was argued by James Bopp 
Jr., a prominent conservative attorney 
and election law practitioner who has 
worked on behalf of President Donald 
Trump’s campaigns.

In a pair of votes Wednesday 
morning, the four-member panel 
voted 2-2, meaning Gallant’s challenge 
failed, and Alexandra Wilson’s pri-

mary candidacy can 
continue.

Although this point 
was not before the 
commission, Alexan-
dra Wilson’s candidacy 
had become conten-
tious. That’s because 
Brenda Wilson, the 

Trump-endorsed candidate in the Indi-
ana Senate District 38 GOP primary, 
contends Alexandra Wilson is a candi-
date put in play to confuse voters and 
pull votes off her name.

Senate candidate can stay on GOP primary ballot
State panel denies challenge, Alexandra Wilson’s 

candidacy in Indiana District 38 proceeds
Alexandra Wilson 
walks away after 
her hearing before 
the Indiana Elec-
tion Commission 
on Wednesday. A 
ballot challenge 
seeking to knock 
her name off the 
GOP primary ballot 
for District 38 state 
senator failed.

Indiana Capital 
Chronicle/

Tom Davies

B. WILSON

Turn to CHALLENGE, A5

By Leslie 
Bonilla Muñiz

Indiana Capital Chronicle 
Indianapolis

In response to growing 
customer outrage over high 
energy bills, the Indiana Util-
ity Regulatory Commission 
announced Wednesday that 
it will conduct an investi-
gation into affordability for 
the state’s “big five” inves-
tor-owned utility companies 
next month.

It’s an uncharacteris-
tic move for the typically 
restrained IURC to take, new 
Chair Andy Zay admitted 
during a news conference at 
the agency’s headquarters in 
downtown Indianapolis.

“We’re a regulatory agen-
cy. … It’s not typically our 
style as a commission to get 

involved in these issues,” Zay 
said. He cited an influx of 
complaints from customers 
and leaders.

Regulators call in ‘big 
fi ve’ energy providers 

for investigation

Leslie Bonilla Muñiz/ICC

Indiana Utility Regulatory 
Commission Chair Andy Zay 
announces an affordability 
inquiry into the “big fi ve” 
electric providers during a 
news conference on Wednes-
day, Feb. 25.

Turn to ENERGY, A5

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College freshman Jessica 
Andres is among students 
benefiting from significant 
improvements to equine 
facilities on campus.

Andres, who is from Hen-
dricks County, is pursuing 
equine studies, and she’s also 
on the equestrian team.

“As a member of the 
equestrian team, it means a 
lot that we are able to have 

such a nice facility,” she said. 
And, she said, it will bring a 
lot of positive attention to the 
Woods equine programs.

The Woods set 
to unveil renovated 

equine center
$500,000 ARPA 

grant from county 
helped fund project

Sue Loughlin/Tribune-Star

Ed Ferguson, equine studies 
department chair at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College, 
stands in front of new signage 
at the college’s Equestrian 
Event Center on Wednesday.

Turn to EQUINE, A5

By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

When Robert Kramer was a kid, 
he lived in a rural town down the 
street from a roller rink.

“I wasn’t allowed to ride my 
bike on the street because the street 
was too busy,” he recalled, “but my 
parents were farmers and I was 
allowed to drive the tractor with the 
red [slow-moving vehicle] emblem 
on the back. … I was 10 years old, 
so I was probably illegally driving 
the tractor on the road.”

Kramer’s involvement with roller 
rinks is a lot more above-board and 
far less slow-moving these days.

Gotta skate? 
Here’s news for you

Skating and event center in Terre Haute has grand re-opening Friday

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Five-year-old Brilee Stanford cruises around the rink at Hot Wheels Skate & Event Center on Tuesday.

The new 
Hot Wheels 
Skate & 
Event Center 
offers var-
ious types 
of skating 
experiences 
through-
out the 
week and 
will have 
its grand 
re-opening 
at 6 p.m. 
Friday.

Tribune-Star/
Joseph C. Garza

Turn to SKATE, A2
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The renovated Equestrian 
Event Center is able to host 
more events, benefiting both 
the college, community and 
other groups and organiza-
tions.

On Saturday, Vigo County 
and Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College will celebrate the 
completion of the SMWC 
equine facility improve-
ments, supported in part by 
$500,000 in federal American 
Rescue Plan Act funding.

The private college is 
home to the Mari Hulman 
George School of Equine 
Studies.

In late 2023, Vigo County 
allocated $500,000 in ARPA 
funds to SMWC to renovate 
and improve equine facilities.

The upgrades have 
enabled SMWC “to host a 
robust calendar of events, 
attracting hundreds of par-
ticipants and thousands of 
spectators to Vigo County,” 
according to the college.

Those events have led to 
local spending on lodging, 
dining and services while 
strengthening workforce 
development within the 
equine industry, according 
the college.

The investment boosts 
local tourism through 
equestrian events, fosters 
community engagement and 
supports program growth in 
the Woods’ equine bachelor’s 
programs, officials say.

In 2023, Vigo County 
Commissioners recommend-
ed ARPA funding for the pro-
gram, which the Vigo County 
Council later approved by a 
4-2 vote.

At the time, “There were 
some good questions raised, 
but we felt that the equine 
center was very unique and 
a unique part of our commu-
nity identity,” said County 
Commissioner Mike Morris.

ARPA funding “is some-
thing that makes sense,” he 
said, and the college “has 
worked steadily to run an 
excellent program.”

Brennan Randolph, 
SMWC college president, 
thanked county officials for 
the support.

“We’re coming to a close 
on getting all this work done 
and that’s what this weekend 
is all about, to highlight to 

the community the invest-
ment that was made,” Ran-
dolph said. “Their support 
made it possible.”

Key outcomes include:
• Enrollment growth to 

about 50 students, more than 
doubling since 2021.

• Hosting 16 completed 
events in 2024–2025, with an 
additional competitive event 
under discussion for 2026.

• More than 933 direct 
participants and 1,805 spec-
tators and family members 
from completed events

• Improved facilities 
supporting year-round use, 
accessibility and safety.

The ARPA funding, and 
assistance from READI fund-
ing, have enabled the college 
to create an equestrian event 
center that provides for more 
community outreach, said 
Ed Ferguson, equine studies 
department chair.

“We can have lots of 
different types of events 
throughout the calendar 
year,” he said, benefiting the 
college, community and out-

side groups.
“From an economic 

standpoint, having all these 
people come to these events 
directly feeds into the local 
economy,” Ferguson said. 
Some of the events and clin-
ics are bringing in people 
from other states who stay in 
local hotels and eat at local 
restaurants.

“We also have a lot of 
kid-oriented events and 
camps,” Ferguson said.

Improvements include 
added spectator seating, a 
judges’ platform, ADA acces-
sibility, painting, signage, 
more natural lighting and 
others relating to infrastruc-
ture.

SMWC is the only insti-
tution in Indiana offering a 
bachelor of science degree 
in Equine Studies and is 
one of about 20 programs 
nationwide, according to the 
college.

This weekend, the college 
hosts Intercollegiate Horse 
Shows Association regional 
competition in both Hunt 
Seat and Western disci-
plines. It will involve several 
colleges from Indiana and 
Illinois.

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.
com. Follow Sue on X at @
TribStarSue.
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Alexandra Wilson says 
that’s not the case, and Vigo 
County GOP Chairman 
Randy Gentry says she is a 
legitimate candidate.

Both Wil-
sons are in 
the Republi-
can primary 
race against 
incumbent 
state Sen. 
Greg Goode 
of Terre 
Haute.

Goode 
— and 20 other GOP state 
senators — angered President 
Trump and his allies when 
they refused to support 
mid-decade Congressional 
redistricting. That effort, 
designed to give Indiana 
Republicans two more seats 
in the U.S. House, failed by 
a vote of 19 in favor and 31 
against on Dec. 11, 2025. 
Trump and his allies prom-
ised consequences, including 
primary opponents for state 
lawmakers who defied him.

Indiana Senate District 38 
includes all of Vigo County, 
all of Clay County and a por-
tion of Sullivan County.

In the Democratic pri-
mary, the only candidate for 
the District 38 nomination 
is Kacey Blundell of Vigo 
County.

The question at 
hand

Gallant in his ballot 
challenge said that on Dec. 
27, 2010, Alexandra Wilson 
— whose name was Alexan-
dra Anderson at the time 
— pleaded guilty in Vermil-
lion County to resisting law 
enforcement, a Class D felo-
ny. That plea, he contended, 
made her ineligible to run 
for office.

The Indiana case records 
available online show 
that while the offense was 
charged as a felony and a 
plea entered, the conviction 
was entered by the court as a 
Class A misdemeanor. Alex-
andra Anderson, now Wilson, 
was sentenced to one year in 

jail. That sentence was sus-
pended, and she was placed 
on probation for a year.

Bopp argued that case 
should disqualify Alexandra 
Wilson as a candidate for 
office.

He cited Indiana Code 
3-8-1-5, which he said states 
that “a person that pleads 
guilty to a felony, but judg-
ment of conviction is entered 
as a Class A misdemeanor 
under IC 35-50-2-7, is disqual-
ified from assuming or being 
a candidate for an elected 
office in Indiana.”

Bopp’s argument, at its 
core, was that election law 
was specific, and the reduc-
tion to a misdemeanor does 
not change the picture: The 
future candidate had pleaded 
to a felony charge, and she 

was therefore 
ineligible to 
run.

Among 
other things, 
the commis-
sion con-
sidered the 
chronological 
case summa-
ry entries of 

Dec. 27, 2010, one of which 
says, in part:

“Court finds factual basis 
for the plea and accepts 
same. Judgment of Con-
viction entered against the 
Defendant for RESISTING 
LAW ENFORCEMENT, D 
FELONY (JOC entered as 
A Misd), and Defendant is 
sentenced to the Vermillion 
Co. Jail for 1 year. Court 
suspends said sentence, and 
Defendant is placed on For-
mal Probation for a period of 
1 year.”

Samantha DeWester, 
Alexandra Wilson’s attorney, 
had a take entirely different 
from Bopp’s, saying her client 
was not and had never been 
a felon.

She argued that the mis-
demeanor conviction was 
offered as part of the plea 
agreement “on the front end.” 
She said her client pleaded 
guilty knowing she would 
not have a felony on her 
record, nor would she be eli-
gible for a felony sentence.

“It’s not a felony convic-

tion whatsoever,” she told 
the commission. “… It’s a 
100 percent misdemeanor 
conviction.”

“She’s not a felon,” 
DeWester said. “She is an 

upstanding 
citizen who 
just want-
ed to get 
involved 
and run for 
office.”

DeWest-
er’s argu-
ment found 

traction with at least two 
commissioners — Suzannah 
Wilson Overholt and Karen 
Celestino-Horseman, both of 
whom are attorneys.

Their questioning showed 
a definite, although civil, dis-
agreement with Bopp’s take 
on the proper interpretation 
of Indiana criminal and elec-
tion laws, as well the Legisla-
ture’s intent.

Said Wilson Overholt, “I 
don’t see anything on this 
CCS (chronological case 
summary) that shows any 
conviction as a felony.”

Celestino-Horseman con-
curred: “The only conviction 
on there is a misdemeanor.”

Bopp countered that the 
candidate had pleaded to a 
felony charge and the subse-
quent or latter entry of mis-
demeanor conviction was not 
the controlling factor — it was 
the plea to the charge.

Indiana election law 
“does not say ‘which led to a 
conviction,’” Bopp said. “That 
was a guilty plea to a Class 
D felony.”

“Front-end AMS (alterna-
tive misdemeanor sentenc-
ing), that’s all I have to say,” 
said Celestino-Horseman.

The commission’s vote on 
the matter was 2-2, as was a 
vote on a related procedural 
motion. That means the bal-
lot challenge, having failed to 
secure three votes, was not 
successful.

Gallant now has 30 days 
in which he could file in 
court should he still seek 
to have Alexandra Wilson 
struck from the ballot.

Contact Mark Fitton at 
812-231-4333 or mark.fit-
ton@tribstar.com.
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The IURC is charged 
with ensuring that utilities 
provide safe, reliable ser-
vice at just and reasonable 
rates. By law, it serves as an 
impartial arbiter between 
customers and providers.

“That balance feels 
dramatically out of whack 
right now for many, many 
Hoosiers and today is the 
beginning of a process that 
we are labeling an investi-
gative inquiry,” Zay said. “… 
We’re asking our five inves-
tor-owned utilities that we 
regulate on a week-in, week-
out basis … to come to this 
room and have an open 
dialog about affordability.”

Those include AES 
Indiana, CenterPoint Ener-
gy Indiana, Duke Energy 
Indiana, Indiana Michigan 
Power Company, and the 
Northern Indiana Public 
Service Company.

“We’re going to ask 
questions on the rates, on 
the transparency of billing, 
and also on reflection, to 
understand better what we 
have done right and what 
we have done wrong, as a 
commission, to set a tone for 
what will come next,” Zay 
continued.

But he stopped short of 
confirming that all five will 
participate, saying only, “I 
think they’ll be here” and “I 
believe they will be here.”

Here’s what the compa-
nies have said:

AES: Spokeswoman Mal-
lory Duncan confirmed AES 
Indiana would participate in 
the inquiry but deferred to 
the Indiana Energy Associa-
tion for comments.

CenterPoint: Spokesman 
Noah Stubbs confirmed 
CenterPoint would partic-
ipate. In a statement, the 
company said it “appreciates 
the Commission’s continued 

focus on energy affordability 
for all Hoosiers” and high-
lighted its own efforts: a 
commitment to keep rates 
stable for two years, offset 
an increase that took effect 
in the fall, invest in consum-
er efficiency and cost-saving 
programs, and more.

Duke: Spokeswoman 
Angeline Protogere con-
firmed Duke would partici-
pate but deferred to the IEA 
for comments.

I&M: Spokeswoman 
Stephanny Smith said 
I&M “know(s) Hoosiers 
are worried about rising 
energy costs,” which is why 
the company announced 
Tuesday that it will file to 
reduce its base rates. I&M 
didn’t immediately reply to 
a request to confirm partici-
pation in the inquiry.

NIPSCO: The company 
also confirmed it would par-
ticipate but pointed to the 
IEA for comments.

The energy association 
didn’t immediately reply to 
a request for comment.

The inquiry is scheduled 
for 9:45 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
March 24, in room 222 of 
the PNC Center at 101 W. 
Washington St. in Indianap-
olis.

Based on the results, the 
IURC could take informal 
or formal, docketed actions. 
The latter typically have 
longer timelines. Anything 
formal must occur at the 
agency’s weekly public 
meeting, where commission-
ers vote on orders, according 
to a news release.

Zay, a former state law-
maker, just started at the 
commission in January.

Gov. Mike Braun 
appointed him and two 
other commissioners, all 
“aligned” with his “com-
mitment to making energy 
affordable for families and 
businesses.” It was a near 
remake of the five-member 
body, soon after his selection 
of a new customer advocate.

Energy
Continued from A1

Sue Loughlin/Tribune-Star

Kinsey Hall, a Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College junior, works with horse Mickey at the SMWC 
Equestrian Event Center on Wednesday.

By Sue Loughlin/Tribune-Star

Jessica Andres, a freshman at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College 
pursuing equine studies, is a member of the college eques-
trian team and said it means a lot to benefi t from the facility 
improvements at the Equestrian Event Center.

Equine
Continued from A1
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