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TERRE HAUTE
Downtown public 
art project gets a
boost from grant

Art Spaces and the 
Wabash Valley Outdoor 
Sculpture Collection has 
announced Terre Haute has 
been selected as a grant 
recipient for the Indiana Arts 
Commission 2025 Creative 
Convergence program.

The grant will be for 
$5,000.

Program participants 
from Terre Haute include 
Becky Hochhalter, profession-
al artist and muralist, Karen 
Dyer, Terre Haute Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau 
executive director, and Ellie 
Templeton, Art Spaces Inc. 
executive director. Also col-
laborating on the project is 
Brian Kooistra, vice president 
of development for Gibson 
Development.

As part of the program, 
Dyer, Hochhalter, and Tem-
pleton participated in a two 
day workshop co-hosted by 

the Indiana Arts Commission 
and the Indiana Communi-
ties Institute at Ball State 
University. The workshop 
brought experts in commu-
nity planning, arts program-
ming, and economic develop-
ment together to present and 
interact with arts and culture 
stakeholders from around 
the state.

Art Spaces director Ellie 
Templeton said the Terre 
Haute group is “exploring 
locations in tandem with 
some really exciting design 
concepts during this phase. 
The project is planned to be 
downtown but exact location 
is still to be determined.”

Anyone seeking more 
information about the project 
is encouraged to contact the 
Art Spaces office at 812-235-
2801 or info@wabashvalley-
artspaces.com

Rose-Hulman 
students seek 
design projects

First-year Rose-Hulman 
civil engineering students are 

preparing to work on design 
projects this spring. They are 
currently seeking ideas from 
Wabash Valley residents and 
community groups.

Typical projects include 
parking lot designs, solu-
tions for drainage and traffic 
problems, site development 
layouts, floor plans for small 
buildings and designs for 
athletic fields, playgrounds 
and park projects.

The spring quarter begins 
March 9, and each project is 
completed by the students in 
nine weeks.

While the first-year 
students may have limited 
engineering skills, they 
consistently demonstrate 
enthusiasm and creativity, 
providing a genuine service 
to the community. Civil engi-
neering professors anticipate 
the students will work on 10 
different projects.

Individuals or organi-
zations with project ideas 
should contact Matthew 
Lovell with a project descrip-
tion via email at lovellmd@
rose-hulman.edu or at 812-
877-8318.

INDIANA
U.S. Rep. Jim 
Baird’s wife dies
of car crash injuries

Condolences poured in 
following the death of U.S. 
Rep. Jim Baird’s wife nearly 
two months after they were 
injured in a car crash.

Danise Baird died follow-
ing complications from inju-
ries she suffered in the Jan. 5 
accident, the Republican con-
gressman’s office announced 
Sunday.

“Congressman Baird and 
Danise were married for 59 
years, building a life centered 
on faith, family, and service,” 
Baird’s office said. “A devoted 
wife and loving mother of 
three, she was the foundation 
of their family and will be 
deeply missed. We ask that 
you keep the Congressman 
and his family in your prayers 
during this difficult time.”

Gov. Mike Braun was 
among numerous state lead-
ers who expressed sympa-
thies to the Baird family.

Briefly
From Tribune-Star staff and wire reports

By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

Jim Chalos, City Councilman for 
Terre Haute’s District 5, said he was 
enjoying a unique gift for his 58th 
birthday on Monday — a ribbon-cutting 
celebrating new playground equipment 
for his district’s Collett Park.

“This area is our crown jewel — it’s 
a historic neighborhood surrounding a 
historic park,” Chalos said.

Chalos said the new equipment cost 
about $100,000, and he’s working to 
apply for a matching grant that would 
help create a trail around the park. 
Another $35,000 has been allocated to 
resurface the tennis courts, added Terre 
Haute Parks and Recreation Department 
Kilie Smith, who noted that the park 
dates back to 1883.

Chalos said he had also received 
grant money to help spruce up the 12 
Points area in his district.

“People will see the difference in the 
way buildings there will look soon,” he 
said.

Parks Department Assistant Rec-
reation Director Micah Gallion said 
the colorful plastic attractions were 
constructed and installed by Miracle 
Playground Equipment. She added that 
as opposed to the park’s old playground 
equipment, the new play area appeals to 
a wide array of age groups and is com-
pliant with Americans with Disability 

Act guidelines.
Opening his comments, Terre Haute 

Mayor Brandon Sakbun joked that he 
got calls on his cell phone from Chalos 
almost as often as he did from his wife 
Paiton.

“He does a great job of communi-
cating with me,” the mayor said less 
whimsically.

The mayor has said such projects 
have been funded by property taxes and 

that no tax increases were necessary. 
Smith said that a delivery of mulch had 
arrived late earlier that morning, but 
said that it would be spread around the 
muddy playground area to help it dry, 
so that it would be ready for children to 
play upon by midafternoon Monday.

David Kronke can be reached at 
812-231-4232 or at david.kronke@
tribstar.com.

Collett Park’s new playground equipment opens

Tribune-Star/David Kronke

Terre Haute Parks and Recreation Department Superintendent Kilie Smith snips the 
ribbon opening Collett Park’s new playground on Monday.

EQUINE FACILITY CELEBRATES EXPANSION

Photos by Joseph C. Garza/Tribune-Star

At top, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College sophomore Claire Coryell, center, accepts her fi rst-place award for show-
manship during the regional of the Intercollegiate Horse Shows Association on Saturday in SMWC’s Equine Facility. 
The completion of the facility’s recent expansion was celebrated on Saturday and was completed in part by $500,000 
in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding. The completed project features a 30,800-square-foot indoor arena event 
space with stalls, concessions, restrooms, meeting rooms, and offi ce space, along with expanded trailer parking, camp-
sites, and surrounding pastures across 90 acres adjacent to campus. Above left, Riders compete in the Intercollegiate 
Horse Shows Association regional on Saturday at SMWC. Above right, Edward Ferguson, chair of the SMWC Equine 
Studies Department, talks about the benefi ts that the recently renovated facility will provide to the community during a 
news conference on Saturday at the school.

✩✩✩

Tribune-Star staff report

The Terre Haute Sym-
phony Orchestra has 
announced a yearlong cele-
bration honoring its 100th 
anniversary in 2026.

Founded in 1926, the 
THSO brings world-class 
performances, award-win-
ning education programs, 
and meaningful community 
engagement.

Performances
The THSO’s 100th sea-

son concludes with two 
performances at Tilson 
Auditorium conducted by 
the THSO’s new music 
director Roger Kalia. Tick-
ets for both events start 
at $22 for adults and $8 
for students/youth and are 
available at thso.org or by 
calling Hulman Center at 
(812) 237-3737.

• John Williams Celebra-
tion — March 28. A tribute 
to one of America’s most 
beloved composers, featur-
ing film scores like Star 
Wars, Jurassic Park, and 
Harry Potter.

• Beethoven & Blue-
grass — May 2, 2026. A 
fusion program pairing 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 
7 with the soulful energy 
of a bluegrass double violin 
concerto featuring brothers 
Nikki and Timothy Chooi.

New blog
As part of the Centenni-

al celebration, the THSO is 
unveiling a new History & 
Legacy Blog at www.thso.
org/blog, offering audienc-
es a deeper look into the 
orchestra’s first century.

A weekly post will 
launch on Fridays at noon 
from Feb. 20 20 through 
Dec. 4, which is the official 
100th Anniversary of the 
THSO’s first performance in 
1926 at the Indiana Theatre.

Centennial Gala
The highlight of the 

Centennial year will be the 
THSO Centennial Gala on 
Sept. 10 at O’Shaughnessy 
Hall at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods. The evening will 
feature:

• Cocktail hour
• Three-course Dinner
• A celebratory concert 

by the Terre Haute Sym-
phony Orchestra with con-
ductors Roger Kalia (music 
director) and David Bowden 
(principal guest conductor 
& conductorlaureate) shar-
ing the podium

• A raffle supporting 
THSO programs

• The 100-Year Memory 
Lane, an immersive display 
of photos, artifacts, and sto-
ries tracing the orchestra’s 
century of service to the 
community

Event details are avail-
able at thso.org or on the 
THSO’s Facebook page. 
Tickets for the Centennial 
Gala will go on sale during 
the Symphony’s May 2 
concert, Beethoven & Blue-
grass.

‘$100 for 100 
Years’ Campaign

To honor the orchestra’s 
historic legacy and ensure 
its future, the THSO is 
launching “$100 for 100 
Years”, a special Centenni-
al fundraising campaign 
throughout 2026.

Contributions directly 
support the orchestra’s 
expanding education and 
community engagement 
programs, which now 
produce more than 75 free 
events each year for schools 
and audiences throughout 
the Wabash Valley.

More details about 
THSO’s Centennial events, 
history, and ways to partici-
pate can be found at www.
THSO.org.

THSO unveils its 
100th anniversary 

plans for 2026


