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60 W. Johnson Drive, Terre Haute
(812) 232-9735 • honeycreekcollision.com

• Collision Repair • Frame Straightening
• Lifetime Warranty • Baked-On Finish

• Free Estimates • I-Car Certified

Discounts
on wine!

 3305 S. 7th Street, Terre Haute, IN
 Visit Our Other Locations at    - 2710 Prairieton Road, Terre Haute 

Northpointe in Fairview - Riley, IN  - (2) Clinton IN  - Farmersburg, IN

6 Bottles - 10%
12 Bottles - 15%

812-232-2527
www.overheaddoorofterrehaute.com

Serving the Wabash Valley since 1929

YOUR HOME MAKES A 
UNIQUE STATEMENT

YOUR GARAGE DOOR CAN TOO

Overhead Door Company of Terre Haute™

Let us help you TRANSFORM 
the look of your home.
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You still have a choice.

“We do have quite a few 
things planned,” she said 
Wednesday.

Their agenda began with 
a January visit to the Indi-
ana Statehouse, along with 
members of similar historical 
lineage groups the Sons of 
the American Revolution and 
Daughters of 1812. The gath-
ering served as a kickoff of 
statewide semiquincentennial 
observances.

The Fort Harrison chapter 
was just getting warmed up.

Its members will walk in 
the Indianapolis 500 parade 
in May, wearing 1776-style 
costumes, which they’ll also 
don in July 4 activities. The 
chapter also will dedicate a 
commemorative plaque and 
place a Liberty Tree in a June 
20 ceremony at the Vigo 
County Courthouse.

On July 8, also at the 
courthouse, they’ll participate 
in a nationwide reading of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence at 6 o’clock that night. 
Patriotic DAR billboards cel-
ebrating America’s birthday 

will be placed along U.S. 41. 
They’ll volunteer in a 250 
Acts of Kindness campaign. 
Morgan said the chapter 
hopes to bury a time capsule 
to be opened on July 4, 2076 
— the USA’s tricentennial. 
Four members, including 
Morgan, are serving as del-
egates to the annual DAR 
Continental Congress, set 
to assemble June 24-28 in 
Washington, D.C., with sever-
al America’s 250th events.

And the Fort Harrison 
DAR will recognize more 
than 30 Revolutionary War 
patriots believed to be buried 
in Vigo County.

In addition to those 
efforts, DAR members reg-
ularly volunteer at nursing 
homes, for veterans and 
schools, Morgan said.

She’s energized about the 
year ahead.

“The fact that our forefa-
thers were part of creating 
this beautiful country, it’s an 
honor to be part of the DAR,” 
she said, “and I’m looking 
forward to celebrating Amer-
ica’s 250th.”

The DAR has nearly 
190,000 members with 3,000 
chapters around the world, 
according to its official web-

site. To qualify for member-
ship, a woman must be 18 
years or older with documen-
tation of “lineal, bloodline 
descent from an ancestor 
who aided in achieving 
American independence.”

Patriots of the Revolution-
ary War in Morgan’s family 
tree primarily migrated from 
Pennsylvania and North Car-
olina to Kentucky and Indi-
ana. Several were Quakers. 
Family stories about its links 
to the American Revolution 
were confirmed through her 
DAR genealogy research.

“I wish I’d known about 
my patriots decades ago,” 
Morgan said. “It’s a tremen-
dous honor to be descended 
from American patriots, 
especially in American’s 
250th.”

One of those men in 
her family line was Plikrd 
Dederic Siler, Morgan’s 
sixth-great-grandfather, the 
namesake of a small town 
in North Carolina. Loyal fans 
of TV’s 1960s “Andy Griffith 
Show” remember Siler City 
as the hometown of the com-
edy’s character, Aunt Bee.

Like other DAR members, 
Morgan’s research connects 
her family’s generational dots 

from the Revolutionary War 
— waged with British forces 
from 1775 through 1783 — to 
the 21st century.

“They’re kind of the gold 
standard in genealogy, and 
you really have to document 
your lineage,” she explained. 
That documentation includes 
birth, marriage and death 
records, as well as military 
service records.

Their actions led to the 
lives of Americans in the 
21st century, when the nation 
is deeply polarized.

Morgan hopes the 250th 
celebrations can bridge the 
divide. The division, she said, 
“is soul crushing.”

Americans will always 
disagree on issues, which is 
part of the nation’s fabric. 
But there is common ground, 
she believes.

“I just want people to 
remember where we are and 
how we got here,” she said. “I 
would love to see more unity. 
I would love to see more 
patriotism. And it’s still there. 
A lot of people have that.”

Mark Bennett can be 
reached at 812-231-4377 or 
mark.bennett@tribstar.com.
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At Wednesday night’s candidate forum at 
the Vigo County Public Library, Vigo Coun-
ty Commissioner Mark Clinkenbeard said 
the Board of Commissioners is still behind 
the warming centers.

“We believe we will come up with a 
solution,” he said.

Also on Wednesday, County Council 
President Steve Ellis, who also operates 

the Holding Vigo County 
Accountable Facebook page, 
posted a video attempting 
to make sense of the vote.

Ellis said that after the 
first vote was made at 
the end of December, the 
approved funding would 
not extend into 2026 “based 
on the way [the measure] 

was worded.” He added, “We would have to 
vote again and reallocate those funds.”

He also said, “I cannot tell you why 
some of the people who voted no on that 
voted no.”

Later, on Thursday afternoon, David 
Thompson, Brad Anderson and Brenda Wil-
son issued a joint statement. It essentially 
said they had misunderstood the Tuesday 
request.

The statement said:
“On Dec. 29, the Vigo County Council 

voted in favor of a $15,000 appropriation 
for warming centers. It should have been 
realized those funds would not be used in 
2025 and would be encumbered. However, 
those funds were not encumbered.

“The city of Terre Haute continued to 
use warming centers based on guidelines 
previously in place. The warming centers 

were just one item on the March Vigo 
County agenda. During the council’s sun-
shine meeting, when agenda items are 
explained, there was no presenter present 
to answer questions or concerns.

“During the general meeting (on 
Tuesday), which is the voting meeting, a 
representative was present. The request in 
question was thought to be an additional 
$15,000 for warming centers. There was 
never mention this was to pay for previous 
invoices. Our vote against the request was 
based on our understanding at the time.

“Since then, we have gained a clearer 
understanding of what the request included, 
and we recognize that the funds would go 
toward invoices for services already provid-
ed this past winter.

“With that in mind, we are interested in 
helping cover those costs and supporting 
the work that has already been done.”

In a follow-up text, Thompson said that 
costs could be covered in one of two ways:

“Either the commissioners cover it from 
funds already allocated, or it comes back 
to the council for a different amount.” The 
amount would have to be changed because 
after the county council votes down a spe-
cific measure, it cannot consider the same 
measure for a full year.

Thompson added, “Council approval will 
take a month [at the] next voting meeting, 
or commissioners can do it now with a 
majority approval.”

In light of the council members’ rever-
sal, Clinkenbeard wrote on Facebook, “It 
appears that there are now the votes to 
approve the appropriation. It is my opin-
ion that this should be brought back to 
the Council by the City in April and be 
approved.”

David Kronke can be reached at 812-
231-4232 or at david.kronke@tribstar.com.
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Bob Rhodes spoke in 
support of the district-en-
dorsed facilities plan. He has 
followed oversight board 
and school board meetings 
focused on facilities.

“I think it makes the best 
sense,” Rhodes said. “Yes, it 
is more expensive than the 
least expensive plan. It is 
less than the most expen-
sive plan. But I think not 
only does it take costs into 
account, it also takes our 
community, our county, the 
students and the people into 
account.”

Expressing a different 
point of view, Dwayne 
Malone told the oversight 
board, “I believe we are try-
ing to sell a plan the major-
ity of Terre Haute does not 
want.”

He added, “We need 
options where community 
members feel included,” and 
the needs of all students are 
addressed.

Malone said, “We should 
want the best for our chil-

dren, even if it means build-
ing one, two or even three 
new schools.”

The community will sup-
port the right plan, even if 
it means a referendum, he 
suggested.

Rosemarie Scott, former 
school board member, said 
she attends many community 
and school events and often 
talks to people about schools. 
“It’s usually the main topic,” 
she said.

“The vibe I get is that 
they do not want to combine 
these high schools,” she said. 
Some believe North and 
South “are too big now.”

Scott said she recog-
nizes facilities need to be 
addressed, but combining 
North and South “has a laun-
dry list of negatives.”

Ann Ryan, who formerly 
lived in the Evansville area, 
talked about a new high 
school built there and the 
growth that followed in 
terms of new businesses 
and new housing. “It has 
transformed that part of the 
community,” she said.

Here in Vigo County, Ryan 
said she hopes people can 

envision the benefits of a 
new high school not only in 
terms of the impact on stu-
dents, but also the opportu-
nities it would mean for the 
community as a whole.

School Board member 
Rick Burger said he has lived 
in the community for 25 
years. “We’ve got to do some-
thing now. We’ve got to look 
to the future.”

He spoke of several com-
panies that have considered 
locating in Terre Haute but 
chose other options after see-
ing the high schools. “We’re 
missing opportunities to 
grow,” he said.

Burger also said he 
believes that with county 
and casino funding and the 
school district’s bonding 
capacity, “We can all make 
this happen.”

While he supports the 
school board-endorsed plan, 
if the oversight board sug-
gests tweaking it, “We’re all 
open for that.”

Burger added, “I’ve never 
lived in a community where 
we fight so much, and I’ve 
lived in eight communities 
with Duke Energy over 49 

years. And I’m finally going 
to stand up and fight for 
these kids in my community. 
If I lose, I lose, but my heart’s 
in it,” he said. “We’ve got to 
do it.”

Vigo County Commission-
er Mark Clinkenbeard re-iter-
ated the commissioners’ sup-
port for the VCSC-endorsed 
facilities plan, including a 
new high school east of the 
Wabash River and a fully 
renovated West Vigo High 
School.

“Our kids and our teach-
ers are doing a phenomenal 
job, with one hand tied 
behind their back,” he said. 
“And that’s got to change. We 
can’t kick this can down the 
road anymore.”

Clinkenbeard said he’s 
been proud to champion the 
school facilities plan, over-
sight board and potential 
financial assistance from the 
county.

“If it means I lose an 
election, I’ll lose an election, 
because it’s that important. 
It’s the most important situ-
ation facing our community 
right now,” Clinkenbeard 
said.

The Vigo County Over-
sight Board is reviewing the 
Vigo County School Corp.’s 
proposed facility plan and 
assessing county finances to 
determine whether the coun-
ty has the capacity to assist 
with a new high school.

The oversight board will 

conduct another night meet-
ing at 5:15 p.m. March 26, 
also in the Vigo County Secu-
rity Annex council chambers.

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.
com. Follow Sue on X at @
TribStarSue.
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Thrive West Central, in 
partnership with the Alzhei-
mer’s Association, will present 
“Caregiving and the Work-
force: Information and Com-
munity Resources,” from 5:30 
to 7 p.m. March 18 at Terre 
Haute Brewing Company.

The event will highlight 
how caregiving responsibili-
ties are increasingly affecting 
employees, employers and the 
broader workforce. Attendees 
will learn about available 
benefits, how to access sup-
portive services and local 

resources designed to assist 
individuals who balance care-
giving with work obligations.

Patrece Dayton will share 
her personal caregiving 
journey, offering insight into 
the challenges and realities 
faced by families. Bob Kon-
dras, an area attorney, will 
speak about how to access 
assistance such as FMLA. 
Alzheimer’s Association rep-

resentatives will be present to 
share resources they offer to 
caregivers. The program will 
also provide an overview of 
recent developments in brain 
health research and advances 
in dementia care, including 
emerging community-based 
support options.

The event is open to all. A 
virtual option will be avail-
able via Zoom. To get the 
Zoom link or for more infor-
mation, contact Amy Schorr 
at aschorr@thrivewestcentral.
com.

‘Caregiving and the Workforce’ 
resource meeting set for March 18

Tribune-Star staff report

The Private Academic 
Library Network of Indiana 
has awarded PALSave Text-
book Creation Grants to 
faculty authors at Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods College.

The grants will allow edu-
cators to develop open text-
books that are freely available 
online, supporting a statewide 
effort to reduce course materi-
al costs for college students.

Financed with support 
from Lilly Endowment Inc., 
each author will receive up to 
$6,500 per project.

Authors and working titles 

for the current cohort include:
• “The Psychology of 

Leadership in a Global Con-
text” —Lorrie L. Dyer, faculty 
in Division of Business and 
Leadership Studies, and Eric 
Hubbard, director of master’s 
programs in Business & 
Leadership, assistant profes-
sor, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College.

Contributions by Jennifer 
F. Smith, Kourtney Barrett, 
and Trisha Purdue.

• “Music Therapy in Prac-
tice: A Step-by-Step Guide to 
the Clinical Process” — Amy 
Foley, associate professor of 

music therapy, director of 
music therapy and student 
support at the University 
of Indianapolis; and Krista 
Cole-Furstenberg, lecturer, 
Arts, Letters, and Music at 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College.

Supported by Lilly 
Endowment Inc., the PALSave 
Affordable Learning Pro-
gram drives student success 
through zero-cost learning 
materials by funding faculty 
to review, adopt, adapt, and 
create open educational 
resources across Indiana’s pri-
vate colleges.

SMWC authors awarded textbook creation grants


