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WYNDMOOR 
Assisted Living
1465 E Crossing Blvd, 
Terre Haute, IN 47802

(812) 298-9963

Visit  our booth at the Senior Expo

MARYVALE
APARTMENTS

& Company, Inc.
Managed by

3461 St. Mary’s Rd.
Saint Mary of the Woods, IN 47876

812-535-1242
TDD# 1-800-545-1833 
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Let us take care of you this 
spring with our free service 

as well as our physical 
therapy and social services 

offered on sight.

Evening Shows May 8
Matinee Shows May 7  

 Buffet Dinner & Show $72
www.beefhouserolls.com       Box Office 217-499-5355

Beef House Dinner Theatre Covington, IN presents 
Celebrate 30 
seasons of 

Dinner Theatre at 
the Beef House 
with a trip down 

memory lane 
featuring over 40 

Broadway and 
Jukebox Hits!

4411 South 7th Street, Terre Haute, IN • 812-234-6084

Celebrate 
Mom 

with a brand 
new lift 
chair!

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

PLR 4955

Tribune-Star staff report

Students at Indiana 
State University recently 
put their communication 
skills to the test during 
the biannual Airworx 
Elevator Pitch Competi-
tion — an event designed 
to simulate the fast-paced 
demands of professional 
sales and networking.

Hosted by the universi-
ty’s Sales and Negotiations 
Center, the competition 
began with 62 students 
submitting video entries.

From that pool, a 
select group of finalists 
advanced to the in-person 
competition held April 
17 in Federal Hall. There, 
participants were chal-
lenged to think quickly, 
communicate clearly and 
perform under pressure.

Finalists delivered two 
presentations: a prepared 
one-minute pitch high-
lighting a meaningful 
academic or professional 
opportunity they had 
pursued, followed by an 
impromptu pitch.

For the second round, 
students were sequestered 
and given just one minute 
to prepare a response 
about a time they stepped 
up in a challenging sit-
uation – mirroring real-
world scenarios where 
adaptability and confi-
dence are key.

The competition not 
only tested students’ abil-
ities but also connected 
them with industry pro-
fessionals. Judges included 
recruiters and representa-
tives from leading organi-
zations such as Airworx, 
Cintas, Enterprise Hold-
ings, Sherwin-Williams, 
and others, along with 
staff from the university’s 
Career Center.

Following the compe-
tition, students received 
direct feedback and pro-
fessional insights from the 
panel.

“It is great to see the 
students embrace being 
uncomfortable in order to 
grow and develop their 
skill sets as prospective 
employees,” said David 
Fleming, director of the 
Scott College of Business 
Sales & Negotiation Cen-
ter.

2026 Airworx Elevator 
Pitch competition winners:

 ■ First place: Karla 
Perez, senior marketing 
major — $500.

 ■ Second place: Alexa 
Hayes, junior marketing 
major — $250.

 ■ Third/fourth place 
(tie): Zach Albitz, senior 
finance major — $100.

 ■ Third/Fourth Place 
(tie): Lily Bocko, junior 
marketing major — $100.

ISU students shine at 
Airworx pitch competition

Submitted photo

Students from the Indiana State University Scott College of 
Business put their communication skills to the test during 
the biannual Airworx Elevator Pitch Competition.

INDIANA
State parks offering 
free entrance passes 
to foster families

The Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources offers a 
free Indiana state park annu-
al entrance pass to qualified 
foster families.

To get a pass, families 
need to fill out a short form. 
A link to the form can be 
found at https://bit.ly/3QF
Bib9 under “Foster Families 
Pass” near the bottom of the 
page. Once it is completed, 
submit the form to PermitAp-
plication@dnr.IN.gov.

“Indiana State Parks are 
a great place for families to 
make memories and come 
closer together,” said Brandt 
Baughman, director of Indi-
ana State Parks. “We’re proud 
to offer free passes to foster 
families to help them come 
together and explore our 
state parks across Indiana.”

Those having trouble fill-
ing out the form can down-
load and complete it using 
Adobe Acrobat Reader.

TERRE HAUTE
‘Great Monster 
Exchange’ opens 
May 1 at Arts Illiana

“The Great Monster 
Exchange” exhibit, featuring 

work from local elementary 
school children, will open 
May 1 at Arts Illiana, 23 
North Sixth St., Terre Haute

The monster designs, 
descriptions, and clay sculp-
tures will be on exhibit at 
Arts Illiana Tuesdays-Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. from May 1 to May 
23. The gallery is free and 
open to the public.

Working with a grant 
from the Vigo County Educa-
tion Foundation, Vigo County 
School Corp. art teachers 
Jana Weeks and Jennefer 
Weeks Massey brought their 
art classes together for this 
collaborative experience, 
with participating students 
from Sugar Creek Consoli-
dated and Benjamin Franklin 
Elementary.

The process began with 
students creating an origi-
nal monster and writing a 
detailed description of their 
drawings. These descrip-
tions were then exchanged 
between classes, and students 
used them to draw their own 
interpretations of a partner’s 
monster.

The partners then brought 
their interpretations of the 
monster design to life by 
sculpting the monsters out of 
clay and painting them.

The project was designed 
to show students how ideas 
can be communicated and 
shared through art.

Poet and playwright 
Feinsod to discuss 
‘Joy of Poetry’ 

Arthur Feinsod, Indiana 
State University professor 
emeritus, 
will speak 
on the “Joy 
of Poetry” 
at 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday in 
Westminster 
Village at 
1120 Davis 
Drive in 
Terre Haute.

Feinsod, who now lives 
in New Mexico with his wife 
Mary Kramer, has written his 
first book of poetry, “Outside 
the Lines,” and Saturday’s 
event serves as a launch for 
that compilation.

Feinsod was a longtime 
ISU theater professor and is 
an accomplished playwright.

WABASH VALLEY
Nonprofi ts asked to 
fi ll out the United 
Way’s survey

Nonprofit organizations in 
the Wabash Valley are invited 
to in the United Way’s Spring 
2026 Nonprofit Organization 
Survey.

The survey is available 
at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/9KGNTDG.

This survey is designed to 
help the United Way better 
understand the current chal-
lenges nonprofits are facing, 
including increased demand 
for services and reductions in 
funding.

The information collected 
will provide valuable insight 
into the financial realities of 
nonprofit organizations and 
will be shared with local 
foundations and funding 
partners to help inform 
future funding decisions.

Nonprofit organizations 
are encouraged to complete 
the survey by May 11.

For questions, contact 
Michele Bennett at 
mbennett@uwwv.org or 812-
235-6287.

FEINSOD

Briefly
From Tribune-Star staff reports

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star • Montezuma

Residents spoke in support of a Mon-
tezuma charter school, while two Parke 
County superintendents raised concerns 
during a public information meeting 
Thursday night.

The University of Southern Indiana, 
a charter authorizer, conducted the 
session regarding an application from 
Indiana Agriculture and Technology 
School - or IATS - to start a K-6 charter 
school in Montezuma.

The session took place at the Scout 
House in Montezuma.

IATS is a tuition-free Indiana public 
charter school that currently serves stu-
dents in grades 7-12.

USI would have to approve the 
charter-school application, and no action 
was taken Thursday. USI could approve 
the application, deny it or approve it 
with conditions, said Jaclyn Dumond, 
USI director of K-12 Partnerships and 
Lifelong Learning.

A decision will be made no later 
than June 1, she said. “We understand 
time is of the essence,” she said.

Charter organizers hope to open the 
school in time for the 2026-27 school 
year.

Montezuma Elementary 
closure

The Southwest Parke School Board 
voted in February to close Montezuma 
Elementary at the end of this school 
year as a cost-saving measure.

The closure was necessary because 
of the district’s declining enrollment and 
loss of revenue, in particular a signifi-
cant reduction in property tax revenue 
due to Senate Enrolled Act 1, officials 
said.

That prompted a group to form in 
Montezuma called United for Southwest 
Parke Schools, said Nathan Falls, a par-
ent who is part of the charter organizing 
team.

“This effort is about coming together 
to protect what matters … We want to 
ensure our area continues to thrive,” 

Falls said.
Keith Marsh, IATS executive direc-

tor, said the Montezuma charter would 
infuse agriculture into a literacy-based 
program. The focus will be middle 
school readiness for when students go 
back to Southwest Parke schools for 
middle and high school, he said.

He also told the audience that IATS 
has been informed “we did get the 
(Montezuma Elementary) building. It 
is awarded to us. So we’ll begin the 
process to work with Dr. Harrison … to 
make that transition.”

Superintendents speak
Phil Harrison, Southwest Parke 

superintendent, spoke in opposition to 
the proposed charter school and said he 
has reviewed the application.

“When we lose students, we lose 
funding,” he said. If the charter becomes 
reality, he estimated it could cost the 
Southwest Parke school district between 
$1.1 million to $2 million.

That would have a adverse impact 
on those students continuing to attend 
the district, with fewer teachers, pro-
grams and opportunities, Harrison said.

Harrison spoke of “notable dispari-
ties” in the application’s learning pro-
gram, and whether students completing 
the K-6 program will be prepared for 
middle and high school in Southwest 

Parke.
Harrison also asked how the charter 

will address transportation needs and 
whether it can meet the needs of stu-
dents with disabilities.

Southwest Parke “has a strong plan 
to serve the elementary students of 
Montezuma,” Harrison said.

“I encourage you all to carefully con-
sider these concerns and ask the hard 
questions now. The decisions that are 
made will impact students for years to 
come,” Harrison said.

Mike Schimpf, North Central Parke 
schools superintendent, said that 
between the two Parke school districts, 
“We have immense opportunity … with 
a long history of collaboration.”

Also, area cooperatives provide spe-
cial education services and career-tech-
nical programs.

“I am unsure what more IATS and 
the University of Southern Indiana can 
bring to the table for students and the 
community of Parke County,” Schimpf 
said.

Some parents supportive
Amanda Lair, parent of a first-grader 

at Montezuma, spoke in support of the 
charter school to maintain a sense of 
community and she doesn’t want long 
bus rides for her child to get to and 
from school at Rosedale Elementary.

Jodi Rohr, who has worked for 
Southwest Parke schools, said she sees 
nothing but positives as far as a charter 
school. “It’s the best option for our kids 
… we have so many students up here 
that just can’t deal with change.”

Allan Sutherlin, IATS board presi-
dent, said of IATS, “We follow all the 
laws and all the rules” from the state 
and legislature.

“We work really hard to make sure 
our students are served,” he said, and 
IATS “has an excellent, superb, deep 
special education team.”

“We know what we are doing and 
we will work hard to deliver,” Sutherlin 
said.

Montezuma would be the first K-6 
charter school for IATS.

While IATS has focused on second-
ary education of grades 7-12 for the past 
eight years, it holds authorization for 
grades K–6.

Sue Loughlin can be reached at 812-
231-4235 or at sue.loughlin@tribstar.
com. Follow Sue on X at @TribStarSue.

Parents, offi cials speak at public 
session on proposed charter school

Tribune-Star/Sue Loughlin

Nathan Falls speaks in support of a 
Montezuma charter school during a 
public information session Thursday at 
Montezuma community center.

For the Tribune-Star

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College recently recognized 
several Pomeroy Awards for 
Faculty Excellence Ceremony.

“Today is the day to honor 
faculty members who have 
chosen to aspire higher each 
day, either in the classroom 
with teaching, research and 
scholarly work within a pro-
fessional discipline or serving 
others and our communities,” 
said Janet Clark, provost and 
executive vice president for 
academic affairs. “Your lead-
ership and excellence inspire 
us all.”

Faculty members who 
were recognized this year 

include:
 ■ Robert Vandermolen, 

assistant professor of math-
ematics, was the recipient 
of the 2026 Alumni Faculty 
Leadership and Service 
Award.

 ■ Keeley Cleghorn, 
assistant professor of science 
and math, was the recipient 
of both the 2026 Faculty 
Pomeroy Award in Teaching 

and the 2026 Excellence in 
Assessment Award.

 ■ Kathleen Pickrell, 
adjunct faculty member in 
the nursing department, was 
the recipient of the 2026 Out-
standing Adjunct Instructor 
Award.

 ■ Chris Delnat, associate 
professor and director of 
undergraduate nursing, was 
the recipient of the 2026 
Pomeroy Award for Faculty 
Excellence in Scholarship.

A faculty showcase was 
held before the awards cer-
emony. Faculty presented or 
demonstrated their favorite 
and practical uses of AI in 
the classroom or for their 
work, and attendees cast 

votes in three categories. 
The winners, who received 
a certificate and a $250 cash 
prize, included:

 ■ Most Creative: Kris-
ta Cole-Furstenberg, MS, 
MT-BC, lecturer of music 
therapy

 ■ Most Likely to Use in 
Class: Antonia Taylor, MA, 
Writing Center director and 
senior lecturer

 ■ Most Innovative for 
Administrative Use: Meredith 
Williams, MBA, associate 
professor of business and 
leadership

This item was submitted 
to the Tribune-Star by Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College.

The Woods announces its 2026 faculty award recipients

Montezuma Elementary 
is to close at the end
of this school year 


