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A NEW DAY AT
THE WOODS

SMWC ATHLETICS REACHES NEW PLATEAU
WITH FOOTBALL FIELD'S UNVEILING

July 17. 2026 7:26 am (GMT -$:00]
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Continued from Al

Then, the school’s first
home football game in its
186-year history is scheduled
for { p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26
when SWMC plays the Uni-
versity of St Francis

That game will also be
the school’s first full-fledged
football contest as SMWC
transitions from four years of

sprint foothall (for players 100

pounds or lighter) to National
Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics-level competition
Without their own home field,
the Pomeroys sprint foot-
ball teams had to play their
games al nearby West Vigo
High School

And then in the spring of
2027, the new Pomeroy wom-
en’s flag football team begins
play there. That news also
was announced at Thursday’s
ceremony, and Lane Sluder
— who played for SMWC's
previous sprint foothall pro-
gram - was introduced as the
first Pomeroy flag football
head coach.

“These are exdting
announcements,” said SMWC
President Brennan Randolph

said.

SMWCs grant was one of
23 projects funded through
$20 million in READI funds
awarded to the Wabash Val-
ley Regional Development
Authority in 2022. The Indi-
ana Economic Development
Corporation distributed the
READI funds, which came
through the federal American
Rescue Plan Act

Since its awarding, the
Woods' $1.5-million portion
already helped enhance other
Pomeroy athletic fadilities,
such as basketball and pickle-
ball courts behind Le Fer Hall
and updated equine arenas

Representatives from
grani-funding entities, and
others at the state, regional
and local levels joined the
Woods community at Thurs-
day’s event, where only the
July heat matched the excite-
ment level in intensity.

Several speakers repeat-
ed the expectation that the
athletic and equine programs
enhanced by the college's
grant will boost the number
of student-athletes at the
school and visitors atiending
their sporting events. That
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Michael McMahon displays an artist’s rendering of the new Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College
football field named after Anita McMahon, class of 1961, and Michael himself after its dedication

ceremony on Thursday on the SMWC campus.
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College President Brennan J. Randolph
talks about McMahon Field that will be built on the college’s
csi‘navpgs during a nbbon cutting ceremony for it on Thursday at

equals an economic jolt, too,
said.

“The work done at Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods College is
going to impact west-central
Indiana” said Josh Alsip,
vice president of regional
development for the West
Central Indiana Partnership, a
regional development group
representing Vigo, Clay, Parke,
Sullivan and Vermillion
counties.

Beyond such tangential
effects, the on-the-turf impact
of the program having its
own home field makes Pome-
roys coach Blaine Powell
smile.

Powell has coached SMWC
football since its sprint-format
program debuted in 2022, los-
ing only a handiul of games

in four years and winning
a Midwest Sprint Foothall
League title in that stretch.
Powell earned his bach-
elor's degree at The Woods
while coaching and is now
building a fledgling NAIA
foothall program. His 2026
roster features 120 players,
nearly 50 more than its larg-
est number in the sprint era
On Thursday, he thanked
West Vigo and the Vigo Coun-
ty School Corporation for the
arrangement that allowed his
teams to compete at Jay Bar-
reft Field That said, Powell
is anxious to play on a true
SMWC home field.
“Logistically. it makes a lol
of things easier on us,” Powell
said, surrounded by several
players from this fall’s squad.

“We don't have to haul play-
ers and equipment badk and
forth. And it's our home field”

One of those players,
Terre Haute native Treva
Branch-Lewis, was a defensive
back on last season’s Woods
sprint team and will play
against the NAIA competition
for the Pomeroys this fall and
beyond. He looked across
new McMahon Field, well
manicured but still stark with
only two sets of bleachers
alongside it, and talked about
bigger things ahead there,
VEry soon.

“The goal this season is to
win a NAIA championship.”
Branch-Lewis said.

As for facility goals,
SMWC Athletic Director
Kevin Lanke said visions for
the next three to five years
aren't yet spedific Eventually,
the field may add artifidal
turf, if that’s practical; addi-
tional seating and further
upgraded lockerroom, train-
ing and concessions struc-
tures, Lanke said.

For now, pre-2026 season
preparations will include add-
ing a third set of bleachers,
completing the Schmidt Press
Box and erecting a score-
board.

“This is very much Phase
I of the project.” Lanke said,
“but a very exdting Phase [”

Mark Bennett can be
reached at 812-2314377 or
mark bennett@tribstar.com.
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