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By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

When is Vigo County’s decision 
on whether it will financially help 
the school corporation with its facili-
ties plan coming?

Probably not in September.

To be clear: 
The decision on 
the actual school 
buildings plan — 
how many total 
buildings, how many high schools, 
whether to build a new high school 

and where, etc. — belongs to the 
Vigo County School Corp. Board of 
Trustees.

But the decision on whether Vigo 
County will pitch in with dollars 
and cents must come from the Vigo 
County Council, the fiscal arm of 
county government.

The question of timing comes 
to the front now because the Vigo 
County Oversight Board — an advi-
sory body formed in December 

— this week released its recommen-
dation.

The oversight board suggests 
Vigo County government contribute 
$15 million up front and $6 million 
annually (for about 20 years) to the 
project that would renovate and 
combine West Vigo High and Junior 
High schools. It also endorses one 
new high school east of the Wabash 
River.

Move-In Day was 
Friday for new 
students at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods 
College. The college 
is welcoming 273 
new campus stu-
dents for the 2026-
27 academic year. 
The total number 
of campus students 
for this fall is 630.

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

The week’s stormy weather has 
brought multiple waves of power 
outages, flooded streets and downed 
limbs, and crews with Duke Energy, 
the city of Terre Haute and Vigo Coun-
ty government are working hard to 
respond, officials said Friday.

Local officials met 
with media Friday to 
provide an update.

“We’re not out of 
the woods yet,” said 
Rick Burger, Duke 
Energy district man-
ager. The weather, “is 
not our friend. This 
is crazy. It seems like 
we’ve had three tough 
hits here in the last 
three or four days.”

As of Friday early 
afternoon, about 3,000 
customers remained 
without power in an 
area including Terre 
Haute, Clinton and 
Brazil; about 2,000 of those customers 
were in the city of Brazil, and 720 in 
Terre Haute, Burger said.

On Tuesday, after storms first hit, 
the Terre Haute area had about 38,000 
customers without power.

As of noon Thursday, all customers 
in Terre Haute had been restored — 
that is, until another round of storms 
hit.

The utility has brought in addition-
al resources, including Duke crews 
and contractors.

“There are still a lot of wires 
down,” Burger said. To be safe, the 
public should always assume downed 
lines are energized.

The hardest hit areas have been 
North Terre Haute, an near Rose-Hul-
man Institute of Technology and 
Brazil, which had four major circuits 
affected, Burger said.
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As a youngster in the 1950s, Dennis 
Latta began working for his family’s busi-
ness, the Latta’s Tourist Court, a motel east 
of Terre Haute on U.S. 40.

Latta sold candy at the 
front desk of the motel, a 
scenic string of limestone 
cottages with a pool, a 
playground, a lake and a 
welcoming style.

One weekend, a group 
of musicians dropped in for 
a stay. 

Extraordinary musi-
cians.

As the men unloaded 
their car, Latta soon found 
himself conversing with 

legendary jazz bandleader and composer 
Duke Ellington.

“I went over and talked to him for 

about a half an hour,” Latta recalled 
Wednesday. “He was very friendly, and all 
the band was there.”

Ellington and his band likely chose to 
stay at Latta’s Motel — as it’s most common-
ly remembered — because it was listed in 
“The Negro Travelers’ Green Book.” 

DNR study revisits safe havens for ‘Green Book’ travelers, like Latta’s Motel

Courtesy Frank Brusca/Route40.net

This postcard depicts the former Latta’s Motel on U.S. 40 east 
of Terre Haute. It was among the safe haven sites listed in the 
“Negro Travelers’ Green Book,” a guide for African-Americans 
from 1936 through 1967. Through a National Parks Service 
grant, the Indiana DNR conducted a “Mapping the Green Book 
Sites” study that attempted to recognize all of the state’s loca-
tions in the historic periodical.

The “Green Book” 
was a travel guide 
for African Amer-
icans from 1936 
through 1967, 
offering listings 
of safe places to 
lodge, eat, get 
fuel and recreate 
through the “Jim 
Crow” era.

Courtesy Indiana DNR
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Vigo decision on school aid will wait
Bigger venue not ruled out, Ellis 

says, but one thing at a time
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Ten-year-old 
Ridley Hege-
dus did his 
part to help 
sister and 
Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods 
College fres-
man Presley 
Hegedus 
move into 
her room in 
Le Fer Hall 
on Friday.
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Come rain or shine, you will be greeted at the front entrance to the campus of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods Col-
lege on the fi rst day of move-in and that’s what Chris Lozier (above), associate vice president for enrollment 
management, did Friday. Here, he directs a new student to the dorms on the SMWC campus on Friday. Col-
lege freshman Riley Norton, 18, (top) is greeted by her new roommate as she moves more of her belongings 
into their Le Fer Hall dorm room Friday on the SMWC campus. 
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Storm recovery 
continues in 

Wabash Valley
‘We’re not out of the woods 

yet,’ says Duke offi cial
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